
1804-1815 - Napoleon Bonaparte seizes power as  

emperor of the First French Empire. He expanded 

France’s territory and seized most of Europe before 

being defeated by the British army at the Battle of Wa-

terloo. The monarchy is re-established.  

1789 – The French Revolution. A major event in Euro-

pean history when the monarchy was overthrown dur-

ing the French Revolution and France became a repub-

lic for the first time.  

1914–45 - During World War One and World War 

Two, Germany invades France and it becomes one of 

the main battlegrounds for war. The Allied forces win 

both wars but millions are killed and wounded in bat-

tle.  

1871 – After a series of wars, the monarchy falls out of 

favour and an election establishes France’s Second 

Republic.  

1993 – France is one of the founding partners of the 

European Union.  

During the 1950s and 60s, France loses control over 

Morocco, Tunisia, Vietnam and Algeria and goes to 

war in Vietnam and Algeria. General de Gaulle rules 

from 1958 to 1968 after his success as a General dur-

ing the world wars, but loses power following the loss 

of Algeria and mass student protests in 1968.  

2002 – Gives up the Franc and takes the Euro as the 

national currency.  

1998 – France hosts and wins the FIFA World Cup.  

  

  

Have a go at ordering these key events in chronological order. 

Chronological order is listing, describing, or discussing events that have happened in the correct time order.  

Challenge: Have a go at adding your very own key fact about French History on your timeline. 



 

1. 1789 – The French Revolution. A major event in European history 

when the monarchy was overthrown during the French Revolution and 

France became a republic for the first time. 

2. 1804-1815 - Napoleon Bonaparte seizes power as emperor of the First 

French Empire. He expanded France’s territory and seized most of Eu-

rope before being defeated by the British army at the Battle of Water-

loo. The monarchy is re-established. 

3. 1871 – After a series of wars, the monarchy falls out of favour and an 

election establishes France’s Second Republic. 

4. 1914–45 - During World War One and World War Two, Germany in-

vades France and it becomes one of the main battlegrounds for war. 

The Allied forces win both wars but millions are killed and wounded in 

battle. 

5. During the 1950s and 60s, France loses control over Morocco, Tunisia, 

Vietnam and Algeria and goes to war in Vietnam and Algeria. General 

de Gaulle rules from 1958 to 1968 after his success as a General dur-

ing the world wars, but loses power following the loss of Algeria and 

mass student protests in 1968. 

6. 1993 – France is one of the founding partners of the European Union. 

7. 1998 – France hosts and wins the FIFA World Cup. 

8.2002 – Gives up the Franc and takes the Euro as the national currency. 


