


Instructions

On the next slide is an Answer Grid. Each line has a number which tells you 

which activity you need to do in order to find the answer. 

Do each activity puzzle – they are all related to France. 

The answer that has a yellow star is the answer that goes into the Answer    

Grid. 

When you’ve solved all the puzzles, from number 1 all the way to number 8, 

then the secret word is shown in the blue boxes. 

Clue: the secret word is in the French language but it is also an English word.





First questions

There are lots of interesting things to learn about France! 

Answer the questions on this slide by doing a bit of research - ask your parents, or look 

on the Internet to find the answers!

• How many people live in France? ____________________

• The national symbol of France is a _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (Hint: Coq in French)

• What are the 8 neighbouring countries of France? (Write the answers on the back of 

this paper)



Famous people 

Can you complete the names of these famous people from 

France? You’ll need to do some research!
1. This woman was from Poland but became French after her amazing research in radiology. 

She was the first woman to win a Nobel Prize. 

Her name was Marie _ _ _ _ _ 

2. The main characters in a famous French comic book series. He and his friend are from an 
area called Gaul and fight against the Roman empire using a special drink to make them 
stronger:  _ _ _ _ _ I X &  _ _ _ _ I X.

3. After the French Revolution he became the ‘Emperor of the French’. He tried to invade 
Russia but failed. His name was  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Bonaparte.

4. In French her name was Jeanne d’Arc. She was a hero for leading the French army to win 
a battle at Orleans against the English during the Hundred Years’ War. Her name in 
English was _ _ _ _  of _ _ _





2. The Map route

1. The class arrives from England through the Channel tunnel to  Calais. 

2. The train then continues and drops the class off in the capital city. 

3. There they spend a day and then get onto a bus and drive east to the city where the European 
Parliaments regularly meets, very close to the border. 

4. After visiting the Parliament they drive south passing Lyon and the French Alps to arrive  on the 
Southern coast, which is called the Côte d’Azur. 

5. They have two lovely days on the beach. Then they continue their journey along the Pyrenees and 
north up the Western coast where they learn how to surf. 

6. They continue their journey driving north all along the western coast passing La Rochelle. 

7. In Rennes they take a left turn and drive until they can’t go any further. 

8. Unfortunately their bus breaks down and a replacement bus needs to come in from Paris. To which 
city does the replacement bus need to drive to pick up the class? 
________________________________________________





4a. Bastille Wordsearch

Many famous events happened in France. One of the most important things to happen 

was the French Revolution, when the French people got rid of their King by chopping off 

his head. The Revolution started with the Storming of the Bastille. You can read about it 

on the next slide.   

Try to find the words in the word search on the next slide. The word that isn’t in the 

word search is the answer to this activity sheet.





4b. The Storming of The Bastille

In 1789 France was a difficult place to live if you were poor. The very rich people were 
called nobles – they were friends with the King and Queen, lived in castles or palaces 
and had lots of servants to do their work for them. They didn’t pay any taxes. 
Everyone else, like the bakers, the merchants, the people who made things, had to pay 
lots of money in tax. The working people were angry, especially as it was difficult to 
get food at that time. In France there was a famine, which meant it was hard to find 
food and simple things like bread and salt were expensive. Lots of people were hungry.  

Also, the people didn’t like the King and Queen very much. King Louis XVI (the 
Sixteenth) was a weak King who had trouble making decisions. His wife, Queen Marie 
Antoinette was also unpopular because she liked expensive parties and rich food. She 
didn’t seem to care about the normal people of France at all.  The poor people in Paris 
were sick of the King so they decided it was time to get rid of him and have a 
Parliament instead, so the people could make some decisions. This form of government 
is called democracy because all the people can make decisions about laws. They 
wanted to fight against the King and his army but they didn’t have many guns, only 
pitchforks and rakes. 



4b. The Storming of The Bastille

They knew that there was a supply of gunpowder in a building called The Bastille. The Bastille was 
a prison where people who had upset the King went. Life there was tough and many prisoners died 
because it was so dirty and cold. The Bastille was also where some soldiers lived with their 
weapons.  On 14th July 1789, the people of Paris decided to attack the Bastille, steal the guns and 
free the prisoners. They did this and decided that and killed the Governor and some soldiers in the 
process. 

After this the French Revolution began. The people fought against the army and the nobles. Lots of 
nobles, including the King and Queen, were killed using a guillotine, which was a type of machine 
for cutting people’s heads off quickly.  The people took over the ruling of the country and declared 
France a Republic. They have never had a King or Queen since then. 

Unfortunately, there were lots of fights about who should be the leader of France. After about 10 
years of fighting, a man called Napoleon Bonaparte took over, and ruled as if he was a King, 
although he called himself an Emperor. He led France into many wars and only stopped when he 
tried to invade Russia and failed.  Lots of famous French symbols come from the Revolution, like the 
French national anthem, La Marseillaise and the national motto “Liberté, égalité, fraternité” which 
means “Freedom, equality, brotherhood”. The storming of The Bastille, which started the Revolution, 
is celebrated every 14th of July and is called Bastille Day. 



5. Famous landmarks 

France is filled with famous 

buildings, both old and new. Can 

you answer the questions about 

these famous buildings?





6. Train Timetable 

France has a big train network - it’s over 18,580 miles long! You can travel around the 
whole country just by train. There are really fast trains called TGVs, intercity trains, 
regional trains called TERs or overnight trains that you can put your car on. 

You can also travel to other countries like the UK, Belgium, The Netherlands and 
Germany. 

You are at Gare du Nord in Paris. From this station trains depart to Northern France 
and international destinations. 

Make sure you don’t miss your train. 

Check the time on the station and the departure times for the trains and answer the 
questions. 







7. In the library 

There’s been a flood in the archives of the Bibliothèque Nationale de France (the 

National Library of France). The records of some of the most famous French books have 

been damaged. 

Can you help the librarian by working out the missing authors and titles? 

You may need to do some research on the Internet for this one. 





8. Time to eat

The James family is going out to eat. You can see the menu below. The only problem is -

it’s in French! 

Can you work out what each member of the family wants to eat?

On the next slide you can find some hints about their favourite foods and what they 

don’t like to eat. 

You may need to use the Internet for this puzzle, or even Google Translate. Ask an adult 

for help if you’re not sure. 



What will everyone eat? Write out a list on a separate piece of paper. Don’t 

forget to include a starter, a main course, a dessert and a drink! The answer to 

the puzzle is May’s main course!



Answers

M  A  R   I    E

B   R   E   S   T

C   H   R   I   S

B   A  S   T   I   L   L E 

L   O  U   V  R   E 

M   A  U  B   E   R   G  E 

H   U  G   O

R  A   T   A   T  O  U   I   L   L E 

Escargot means ‘snails’ 

in French. It is a dish 

consisting of cooked 

land snails. 


