
Determination
• Never giving up

• Being happy when you are 

stuck

• Always wanting to learn 

something new 

Article  13 : Your right to have                                              

information.

January 2021

From time to time we have 

job opportunities which are advertised 

on our schools’ websites. Please click 

the ‘Staff Vacancies’ button on our 

website for further information on any of 

our current vacancies or follow this link 

http://heathlandwhitefriarsfederation.net

We set pupils the challenge of producing a 

piece of persuasive writing to persuade 

people to follow certain actions to prevent 

damage to the environment. We have been 

inundated with fantastic responses from 

pupils throughout the primary and 

secondary sections. We have received 

wonderful speeches and letters. It is great 

that our pupils are so passionate about this 

very important cause.

Article  12 : Your right to say what you think should happen and be listened to.

Every week we produce an online assembly for our pupils and 

their families. This month our pupils have enjoyed watching 

assemblies about Unity, Meerkats, Resilience, Lego, 

Determination and Humpty Dumpty. We are pleased that they 

have enjoyed these.

Every week we set an online quiz for the 

pupils across the whole school to complete. 

The winners are the classes in each year 

group with the most participants. We are 

pleased that our pupils have embraced their 

competitive spirit to help their year group win 

each week. It has been lovely to hear that 

families have been completing these quizzes 

together.

1st – 7th – Childrens' Mental Health Week

5th – ‘Dress to Express’ Mufti Day for 

Mental Health Week.

9th – Safer Internet Day 

23rd – Year 7 Parents’ Evening

http://heathlandwhitefriarsfederation.net/


Congratulations to the following pupils who 

received a Headteachers Challenge 

Certificate this month on Preventing 

Damage to the Environment. Well done!

Anaya – 2 Phoenix

Ayaan   – 6 Chamaeleon

Ayani – 2 Phoenix

Charlotte – 10 Armstrong

Ester – 11 Aristotle

Eva – 11 Aristotle

Fatema – 7 Kusama

Isaac – 4 Hercules

Jalak – 6 Draco

Jasmine – 6 Andromeda

Jay – 11 Descartes

Jemika – 10 Lennon

Juliana – 7 Wiley

Koan – 9 Adichie

Lujain – 6 Chamaeleon

Raffay – 7 Kapoor

Raihan – 7 Hockney

Rayyan – 2 Phoenix

Riddhi – 2 Phoenix

Shamina – 7 Kahlo

Soroush – 5 Aquila

Syed – 7 Kapoor

Congratulations to Limayinla in 8 Lovelace 

for completing the debating module at ‘The 

Junior Lawyers Club’. We are incredibly 

proud of this fantastic achievement. This 

award is a testament to her living by our 

school values and showing resilience and 

determination to succeed, even in the most 

testing circumstances. We hope this is the 

first of many accolades. Thank you for 

sharing your success with us. 

We have re-launched our primary reading programme “Bug 

Club” for Early Years, Key Stage 1 and 2.  We hope that our 

children will catch the “reading bug” using the phonic based 

reading programme where they can connect to an online 

reading world at home.

All pupils are allocated an E-book to read, with some follow 

up activities to support understanding of the book. Teachers 

will be closely monitoring and regularly updating the books, 

so please sure you are using Bug Club to read and complete 

the reading activities. To log into Bug Club please use this 

link: https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login?e=-1&c=0
Please contact your child's teacher if you have any questions 

about Bug Club or your child’s log in details.

Article 29 : Your right to become 

the best that you can be.

https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login?e=-1&c=0


World Religion Day is celebrated on 

the third Sunday of January each 

year. The day was established to 

encourage interfaith understanding 

and to promote mutual tolerance. 

Followers of all religious faiths are 

encouraged to acknowledge the 

similarities that every faith has. 

At Whitefriars, we focus on 

encouraging pupils to understand 

and accept the hundreds of different 

faiths across the globe. Pupils 

across the school have enjoyed 

learning about new religions and 

respecting others with different 

faiths.

Article 14 : Your right to 

follow your own religion.

Year 1 have been learning to sing 

'Down in the Jungle where nobody 

goes' and using actions to help them 

with their story. Year 2 learnt the Great 

Fire of London song and used sign 

language to sign the song. They have 

been practicing the song during their 

Teams meeting. Check out their videos 

on WF Primary Twitter page. Year 3 - 6 

have been taking part in 'Music's Cool' 

online with Mrs. Seymour. They have 

been going through the songs they 

have learnt in school and taking part in 

fun music activities on charanga.

Article 28: Your right to 

learn and go to school..

Secondary students have been learning about 

a wide variety of music from Musicals to 

Britpop. Year 7 have been focusing on bands 

such as The Who, The Beatles and David 

Bowie, from the Britpop era, and exploring how 

to create a song. Some have even had a go at 

creating their own lyrics. Year 9 have been 

exploring what musicals are, why we have 

them and how they are performed. Students 

have been listening to a musical scene and 

picking out what features they can identify.



The Year 9 GCSE options process is well 

underway. On January 12th parents and 

carers attended a virtual information 

evening about the GCSE choices for next 

year. Students in Year 9 have since 

chosen their GCSE options and the option 

blocks are currently being created. .

Our first virtual parents' evening took 

place on 27th January. Parents were 

able to discuss the progress that their 

children have made with their subject 

teachers online. We were very excited 

to host our first virtual parents evening 

and are already planning on hosting 

them for other year groups after half 

term.

Article 29 : Your right to become the best that you can be.

This half term, students at Whitefriars have been engaging 

with Virtual Maths lessons. Year 7 have been looking at the 

close links between fractions, decimals and percentages. 

Year 8 have been introduced to probability and have been 

studying likelihood of events occurring. Year 9 have been 

introduced to the famous Pythagoras’ Theorem and Year 10 

and 11 have been finding out how to solve problems involving 

angles. Students in Year 9 and above will also be taking part 

in a virtual Maths enrichment event titled 'Race to the 

Target!' which will be looking at spotting and developing 

number patterns as well as developing students' skills in 

reasoning, problem solving and communication. Well done to 

our students for their engagement with Maths at Whitefriars! 

We have had so many amazing entries for our 

January’s reasoning challenge, it was really 

tricky to pick a winner. See below some of the 

fantastic reasoning explanations from KS1 and 

KS2. January’s reasoning challenge winners 

are:

KS1 – Ariana (1 Cygnus), Rayyan (2 Phoenix), 

Siya (2 Perseus) KS2 – Ruqayyah (3 Orion), 

Lucas (5 Pisces).

Rayyan – 2 Phoenix

Lucas – 5 Pisces

C is the answer, because it has 

32 unicones and A and B got 

23 unicones. In A there are 2 

tens and 3 ones same as B. 

But in C there are 3 tens and 

2 ones.



During this time, it is important that we stay as healthy and as 

active as possible. The ways we can do this is by going on 

walks, being active inside our homes, making sure we have a 

balanced diet and doing any form of sports activity available 

to ourselves. In Year 5 the children have been making links 

between Physical Education and Science through their Topic 

learning. Below is a food pyramid Zaina in 5 Leo has made to 

show what food we should be eating to stay healthy.

In P.E. pupils have made  

a circuit record sheet with 

activities they can do at 

home to make sure they 

stay active. Below is an 

example of a pupil circuit 

record sheet.

Year 7 students have created warm-up 

leaflets which can be used in lessons on our 

return to school. Students in Year 8 have 

been learning about how they can stay 

healthy whilst at home, which has included 

understanding what makes up a balanced 

diet and how to complete different exercises 

to stay fit. Year 9 students have looked in-

depth at skill related components of fitness 

and how they can be tested at home, such 

as a reaction time test which only needs a 

ruler.

Article 6 : You have the right to life 

and to be healthy.

This month students took part in ‘Number Cruncher’, our 

first House Challenge of 2021. The students used their 

numerical skills to construct mathematical equations to 

reach a predetermined answer. Congratulations to the 

winners who have all gained 10 points for their houses.

Annie - 7 Kapoor - Hawking House

Rahain - 7 Hockney - Franklin House

Ana-Maria - 8 Germain - Hawking House                                                                                           

Zidane - 8 Lovelace - Franklin House                                                                                            

Uesli - 8 Banneker - Curie House

Daniel - 9 Rowling - Newton House

Rohitha - 10 Lennon - Mendeleev House

Charlotte - 10 Armstrong - Newton House



Primary pupils have become more 

confident at using technology at home. 

They have recorded video and audio files. 

They have participated in video calls with 

their class and learned how to change the 

settings to see more of their peers on 

screen. They learned how to spotlight 

windows and how to mute and unmute 

their microphones, turn their camera on 

and off, how to end a call and even how to 

re-join a meeting if they ended it by 

accident. We are very proud of how their 

technological skills have grown and 

improved. We look forward to Online 

Safety Day next month and talking about 

how safely we have been using our 

technology.

Year 7 students have been learning about 

programming. They are currently programming using 

Micro:Bits. They are using an online simulator which has 

replaced the physical device.

Year 8 students have been enjoying a project called 

“Computerland”. The project gives them an in-depth 

knowledge of all areas of computing. This includes 

internal components, networks, binary and 

programming. Year 9 students started out by enjoying 

some of the taster sessions on offer for GCSE Computer 

Science. They learnt about the Fetch decode and 

execute cycle. They have now moved onto an app 

making course where students can learn app creating 

skills and then go onto create fun apps of their own.



The Nursery children have been enjoying joining in with the learning at home activities. They have been busy 

getting creative, learning rhymes, doing experiments, playing maths games, doing yoga and have even 

started to learn phonics! The children have been sending in lots of photographs of what they have been 

doing. They have also started to have Teams meetings with the Nursery staff. It was lovely for them to see 

some of their friends and staff.

This month the children have been asking the question ‘What’s out there?’ and learning lots about space! They 

have been using OneNote and Teams to share their learning with their teachers. Here are some of the great 

examples of their learning from home!

Andrea made an alien 

using different media 

and materials from 

around her home.

Amalia’s rocket 

name.
Practicing CVC’s.

Sorting real and fake words.

Amalia’s L sound hunt



Year 1 have been amazing at doing our online learning from home! We have all loved seeing each other in 

our Teams meetings where we play games like treasure hunt and Simon says, dance and do yoga together. 

It's so fun that we can still play together, even though we are apart. But don't let all our fun fool you, we've 

also been working really hard! Here are some examples of our amazing learning. Well done Year 1!

In Year 2, we have been learning about emergency services and 

stories by the same author. We have done some amazing 

learning such as creating our very own fire trucks, writing letters 

to Francesca Simon and learning a song and sign language 

about The Great Fire of London. We have also been working 

through all the next steps for multiplication and have started 

learning about division.

Mia

Diane

Ethan

David

Lillie-Mae

Inaaya



Year 3 have been doing lots of fantastic online learning. We have been looking at multiplication and division 

in Maths and solving difficult problems. In English, we have been looking at two different books; 'This Book 

Just Ate My Dog' and ' Romulus and Remus’. Recently, the children wrote their own discussion text on 

doing online home learning, looking at the pros and cons. We have some fabulous writers! 

For topic, we have been looking at answering the question 'What 

impact did the Romans have on Britain?' We have looked at the 

history of Romans by diving deep into their life. We looked at the 

clothes they wore, life as a Roman child and even Roman 

numerals. The children have done lots of Arts and Crafts when 

they were asked to make a Roman Shield and Roman Clock.

Year 3, we are so proud of how much learning you are doing 

online. Well done to you all and we can't wait to see more of your 

outstanding learning.

Pupils in year 4 have been working incredibly hard so far this term! They have been completing Maths, 

Reading, Writing, Topic, Computing, Music, Art and even P.E. lessons all online!  

David in Lyra class

Bixente in Corvus class

In Art, we have been comparing the 

work of two British artists – David 

Hockney and Eileen Agar. Last week, 

the children created their own artwork 

inspired by David Hockney.  

Our Topic was ‘How Britain Works’ and as part of this we did 

projects on the geography and landscape of Britain. We also 

completed work about developing and changing Harrow. The 

children completed questionnaires and looked at pictures of 

Harrow, they made comments about what they liked and disliked 

about where they live. Miss Parmar also included a link to show 

the proposed changes to happen in Harrow for February 2021.

Nirali in Corvus class



Year 5 have been thoroughly enjoying 

their home learning! They have been 

learning about healthy eating and how 

the food groups give us different types 

of nutrition.

In Maths, they have been looking at 

equivalent forms of fractions, and 

how to add and subtract these. They 

have also been learning how to 

convert mixed fractions into 

improper fractions and vice versa. 

Here is an example of a spell Amalia 

created using rhyming words and different 

elements of our story 'Macbeth’.

In Topic, we have been looking at our planet and how we 

can protect it. We learnt about Greta Thunberg and how 

she has raised awareness to prevent Climate Change.

by Khushi in Aquila class and Jiya in Leo class



In Year 6 learning has been fun and the engagement of pupils with their learning has been amazing. It is 

fantastic to see the children so excited and ready to learn. The Year 6 teachers are very proud of their pupils 

and the effort they have put into their learning. Here are some examples of the amazing work Year 6 have 

produced:

Rahaf - 6 Draco
Mario - 6 Draco

Aaron - 6 Andromeda

Hilal - 6 Andromeda

Aviral - 6 Chamaeleon

Rebeca - 6 Chamaeleon

Article 29 : Your right to become 

the best that you can be.



In Religious Studies, our Year 10 students have 

been learning about the beliefs and teachings of 

Islam. We have been focusing on the roots of 

religion in Shi’a Islam and the articles of faith in 

Sunni Islam.

This week we have been looking at Asia’s diverse 

climate. We used the map to show how temperatures 

change with latitude from the south to the north due to 

the difference in heating from the sun; with places near 

the equator experiencing much more intense heating. 

We also noticed how the area of the Himalayas and 

Tibetan Plateau has slightly lower temperatures as 

shown here. We discussed how this is an effect caused 

by altitude. Heat is held by air molecules, and the 

further up we travel the fewer air molecules there are 

(the effect of gravity means that there are most near the 

Earth’s surface). This explains why snow is found on-

top of mountains, because it is colder. A big thank you 

to all our students who have engaged so positively with 

these lessons.

In Geography this 

term we have been 

studying a range of 

topics, from Climate 

Change to Cities 

with Year 10 and 

11 and Population 

and Economic

Activities in Year 7 

and 8. In Year 9 we 

have started  a topic 

looking at the 

continent of Asia.

We ran two live taster lessons for Year 9 which were 

taken from our GCSE course. They were enthusiastically 

attended by a large number of Year 9 pupils and the 

engagement was fantastic, especially for the lesson 

which examined common medical ideas which existed in 

the medieval period. Year 7 have been building on their 

knowledge of the Middle Ages by learning about The 

Crusades, whilst Year 8 are developing a greater 

understanding of the British Empire in all its glory and 

shame. It’s incredibly satisfying to see such enthusiastic 

participation from across the school every single lesson.



In Spanish, Year 7 students have been learning to talk about 

what they do in their free-time. They are also learning to 

conjugate verbs in the present tense. It is great for them to be 

able to start expressing themselves even more in Spanish. 

Year 9 students have been introduced to GCSE French and 

Spanish which is very exciting! Year 11 have been working 

really hard with their French and have been learning about 

future jobs and careers in French. All our students have now 

been introduced to Languages Gym to keep working on their 

language skills at home through language games.

In Latin and Classics, all our Key Stage 3 pupils have been 

looking at ancient myths and what we can learn about these 

myths by looking closely at the values and morals. Currently 

we are looking at how the world was created according to the 

ancient Greeks and Romans. Through discussions, it is 

extremely great to see the way our pupils think and their 

ideas of these ancient civilisations. 

In Business Studies our Year 10 students have been 

learning about marketing, in particular Primary market 

research and Secondary market research. Pupils have 

been working hard and have been giving great answers 

and ideas during our live lessons. Year 11 students have 

been learning about revenue and costs in Business.

In Design Technology students have been completing 

some fantastic work remotely. Year 9 are looking 

at the uses and properties of softwoods, hardwoods 

and manufactured boards. Year 8 are focusing on 

Textiles this term and are learning about natural and 

synthetic fibres and different fabric constructions which 

has helped them understand the different properties of 

fabrics. Year 7 are learning about how to safely work in 

a kitchen and the potential hazards when cooking 

and preparing food.



The GCSE students have been continuing 

to develop their sketchbook design 

processes and outcomes, focusing on the 

artists JMW Turner, John Virtue and 

Stephen Wiltshire.

This term, in English we have been studying poetry. We 

have been learning the names and definitions of various 

poetic devices, like metaphors, similes and 

alliteration. Further up the school, we have been tackling 

poems like Seams Heaney's Follower, such a beautiful and 

poignant poem about a father-son relationship, and guilt and 

regret.

The Year 9 and 10 students 

have been getting to grips 

with the GCSE poems from 

the Power and Conflict 

anthology. One of the first to 

be studied was William 

Blake's poem, London, which 

in an attack on the corrupt 

institutions of the time that 

caused so much grief and 

woe.

Meanwhile, Year 11 students 

have been going over A 

Christmas Carol, by Charles 

Dickens. We have been 

looking at themes and 

characters in the novel, from 

redemption, to poverty, from 

Scrooge to Fred.

Students at KS3, have been continuing to 

learn about Chemical Reactions, Space 

and Forces. Year 9 students have had an 

opportunity to experience some taster 

GCSE Science lessons for Biology. At 

KS4, students have been continuing to 

learn the GCSE course remotely for all 

three specialisms.

Article 28 : Your right to learn 

and go to school.


