
 

English 

This week, you are going to be writing a persuasive 

letter to the Prime Minister, telling him about all the 

environmental issues you have learnt about and what 

he should do about it. 

Your daily grammar activities are all about expanded 

noun phrases. Make sure you include this learning in 

your persuasive letter! 

Make sure you practice your Year 4 spellings which 

are included in your pack. Try and write 3 sentences us-

ing these words and complex noun phrases. 

Your teachers have set some great classwork on Educa-

tion City for you - make sure you login to your account 

and complete them.  

Maths 

This week, we are continuing our learning about decimals. Com-

plete the daily activities in this pack which are all about counting, 

comparing and ordering decimals.  

Reading 

We are continuing with the story of the 

Wyrmstooth Crown. Read through the pages 

of the story that are included in your learn-

ing pack and answer the questions for each 

day.  

Make sure you login to your Bug Club ac-

count and read the books that your teachers 

have set for you.  

Year 4 

Why is the Shang Dynasty 

important? 

Take Home Tasks 

Please note 

Please be aware that the activities set are optional, open ended tasks for you to use when and if you wish. There is no expecta-

tion that all the tasks are completed. We invite families to pick and choose learning activities that work for them; to take a 

break/holiday from home learning if you wish or to keep on with the routine depending on individual circumstances. 

Science 

What are habitats? This week you are going 

to learn all about what habitats are and how 

they can be affected. After you have complet-

ed your activity, do some extra research 

about different habitats such as rainforest 

habitats, underwater habitats or desert habi-

tats. 



History 

Our focus this week is on the religion of the 

Shang people. They believed in different 

gods used oracle bones to try and predict 

the future.  

For more information about what the Shang 

people believed, watch this lesson: 

https://www.thenational.academy/year-2/

foundation/what-did-the-shang-people-believe-

year-2-wk2-4 

Art 

The Shang were worshippers of their ancestors and 

other gods. Their ancestors would either protect or 

punish them and there were gods of the rain and 

the Yellow River, Huang He. There was one su-

preme god who reigned above all, his name was 

Shangdi. It meant ‘Lord on High’. There are many 

different representations of Shangdi in ancient Chi-

nese art. Have a go at creating your own represen-

tation, using paints, clay, or recyclable materials.  



Monday, 4th May 2020 

A persuasive letter is usually written to persuade a person or organisation to do 

something. The writer tries to persuade the reader by using different features, 

such as listing reasons or using emotive language. Read through the letter below. 

Can you find the 7 main features of a persuasive letter? 







Friday, 8th May 2020 

Today you are going to write your complete letter to the Prime Minister, explaining 

all the environmental issues and what he should do to help.  

Remember to use the 

correct layout of a 

formal letter. 



QfL: What are expanded noun phrases? 

Expanded noun phrases are made up of a noun and at least 

one adjective. If you list more than one adjective to describe 

a noun, you should add a comma to separate them. 



Monday, 4th May 2020 

1) Look at the pictures below. Can you make three of your own 

expanded noun phrases for these pictures? E.g. The giant, 

strong ride spun the people around.  

2) These noun phrases are very short. Can you make expand them 

using some adjectives? The first one has been done for you. 

a) The car drove down the road.  

 The red sports car drove down the long, winding road. 

b) The woman climbed the mountain. 

c) There was a spider climbing the wall.  

d) The children ate the picnic. 

e) The cat chased the mouse.  

 

QfL: What are expanded noun phrases? 

Tuesday, 5th May 2020 

Read the sentences below and underline the expanded noun phrase. The 

first one has been done for you.  

1) The brightly-coloured parrot flew through the canopy.  

2) After his lunch, Harold ate a sweet, delicious chocolate brownie.  

3) Under the waves, the stripy fish swam quickly through the reef.  

4) In a forest clearing, a dark, mysterious jaguar sauntered by the wa-

ter.  

5) “Pass me the blue shoes please,” Mum asked Sophia. 

6) As John sat at the bus stop, he saw three large, black cars go past.  

7) When he reached the top, the climber stared at the vast, breath-

taking view. 

8) Happy and elated, the winning team held their trophy in the air.  

 



Wednesday, 6th May 2020 

Read the newspaper extract about the Titanic. It is full of simple noun 

phrases and is boring to read. Use the words in the box to improve the 

sentences and make the extract sound interesting. 

 

 

 

 

On that night, the Titanic hit an iceberg that was floating through 

the North Atlantic. Ignoring several warnings  about icebergs, the 

captain ordered his crew to sail at full speed which caused sever-

al sections of the ship to come apart on impact. At first, passen-

gers did not realise what a situation they were in. But gradually, 

water began filling the decks of the ship which could not be ig-

nored. Many passengers placed their life jackets on and headed 

towards the ship’s deck. Faces looked around in shock whilst 

some passengers began to get into the lifeboats... 

unsinkable  deadly  cold  

mighty  hardworking vast 

terrified  experienced confused 

frightened  monstrous     

Thursday, 7th May 2020 

Look at the picture of the underwater scene below. Dori has been writ-

ing some sentences about the picture. Can you improve her sentences by 

expanding the underlined simple noun phrase in each sentence by add-

ing an adjec-

tive or prepo-

sitional 

phrase? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1) The shark swam below the crashing waves.  



Friday, 8th May 2020 

Look at the picture and read through the sen-

tences describing this Viking scene. Underline a 

simple phrase in each sentence then rewrite 

each sentence with an expanded noun phrase. 

The first one has been done for you 

QfL: What are expanded noun phrases? 



 

The Wyrmstooth Crown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, 5
th
 May 2020 

Read pages 17 – 19 

Which word on page 17 tells us that Guster was thinking? 

What was Guster’s idea? 

Do you think his plan will work? Explain your answer. 

 

 

Monday, 4
th
 May 2020 

Read pages 14 - 16 

 Find an example of a simile on page 14. 

What was in the centre of the lake? 

Who could Guster look at across the shore? 

“Along the track crawled huge, terrifying beasts.” What do you 

think these beasts are? Why does Guster think they are ani-

mals? 

Wednesday, 6
th
 May 2020 

Read pages 20 – 23 

“What wizardry could take out half a mountain in seconds?” 

Can you explain why Guster thinks this? 

How does Guster feel on page 21? 

Why do you think the author uses words such as “wizards”, 

“spells”, “magic”, and “wizardry” to describe the humans? 

 
 

Thursday, 7
th
 May 2020  



Friday, 8
th
 May 2020  

 



 

 

 

 

Make sure you login to your                         

Bug Club account to access 

the books that your teachers 

have set for you.  













Can you write 3 sentences using each of these words? 



QfL: What did the Shang believe? 

Religion in the Shang Dynasty was based on two im-

portant beliefs: animism (the belief that all objects in the 

natural world have souls or spirits) and veneration of an-

cestors (the belief that the spirits of deceased relatives 

continue to be present in the family and have influence 

over the living world).  

In addition to ancestors, the Shang people also wor-

shipped different gods. There was a supreme god called Shang di, who was 

believed to have ultimate control over human destiny and forces of nature. 

There were also a number of other gods who ruled nature, such as the moon 

and the sun, and mythical creatures like dragons, who ruled rivers or lakes.  

Watch this video to learn more about how the Shang people prayed:  

   The oldest surviving form of Chi-

nese writing is inscriptions of divina-

tion records on the bones or shells of animals, so-called 

oracle bones. Oracle bones were pieces of bone or turtle 

shell used by the ancient Chinese, especially kings, in 

attempts to predict the future and to ask the gods questions like ‘Should we 

go to war?’ or ‘Will we capture anything on our hunt?’. A priest would carve 

the king’s question into the animal bone or tortoise shell and then insert a 

heated rod into it, causing it to crack. The priest would interpret the crack to 

find an answer to the king’s question. 

Watch this video to learn more about oracle bones: https://www.bbc.co.uk/

History 

The Shang people believed that when someone died, they 

had divine powers and could be called upon in times of 

need and uncertainty. The way in which a person was buried was different de-

pending on that person’s status in society (which we have already learnt 

about). Kings and other important peo-

ple at the top of the social class struc-

ture received elaborate burials. Their 

tombs would contain a number of 

rooms and they would be buried along-

side their slaves, animals and objects - 

 Have a look around this burial pit. What can you 

see? Do some research about artefacts from the 

Shang period and make your own notes about them.  

Studying evidence 



 

Here are the answers to some questions about religion in the Shang dynasty. Can you write the questions un-

derneath?  Try to ensure that your questions are interesting and challenging. You can change the wording of 

the answers if you need to, to better fit your questions. 

Shang Religion Quiz 



What is a habitat? 

A habitat is a place where animals 

and plants live where they can find 

everything they need to stay alive. 

Humans are unique because we can make big changes to our habitats 

to make sure we have everything we need. 

 Habitat threats 

Plants and animals are not able to make big changes to their habitats to make 

them more suitable. They rely on their environment to give them everything 

they need. This means that when habitats change, it can be very dangerous to 

the plants and animals that live there. Even small changes to habitat can be 

What dangers can you identify in these pictures? Can you think of any more? 

 
• Litter can cause injury to animals. Animals can cut themselves or get tangled 

or trapped in rubbish. Animals might eat litter, which could poison them. 

• Fires caused by humans can kill animals and plants.  

• Chemicals in or near water can kill water plants, fish and insects and pollute 

the water source for birds and animals that live nearby.  

• Roads are dangerous for animals, who are often hit by cars.  

• Cutting down trees and building new structures can destroy plants and ani-

mal homes.  

• Walls and fences can get in the way of pathways used by animals to reach 



 
There are lots of different ways that we can make positive changes to the local 

habitat and protect the living things from environmental damage. 

Can you think of another way to help the local habitat? Draw and label your idea, 

then explain how it will help protect local living things. 

Design your own poster, showing ways  

that we can protect living things from  

environmental damage.  

 

        Make your poster as  

        colourful and creative  

        as you can.  


