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Reading: Answers (page 4 in the pack) 

1) The door was the last one in the corridor. What is the significance of the word ‘last’? Can you think of another context where the word 

‘last’ has a significant meaning? e.g. the last chance.  

2) How do the opening lines (in bold) set the mood of the story? What are your immediate impressions? 

3) Thinking about last week’s learning and your reflection on the significance of doors and their appearance, what does this description  

suggest to you? 

4) Why has the author described the iron chain as being ‘hefty’? What could the significance of this word be in the context of the story? 

5) Darkness and a damp smell oozed through the black slit. How does this make you feel as a reader? What is the relevance of both darkness 

and a damp smell? Do either of these surprise you; if so, why?  

These questions are open-ended which means there is more than one possible answer. However, these suggested answers could help you in  

checking your learning.  

1) The word last implies that the person had passed other doors and that this door marked the end of their journey. The word last implies that 

something is final which might be intimidating. If it’s your last chance, it means you will not have another chance. If you miss the last train, 

you will be in a difficult position of getting home.  

2) These lines create suspense and make the reader want to find out more about the door. The door seems old and rusty and not very well 

looked after.  

3) The description suggests that the door leads to somewhere significant because it is locked. The door is old and the lock is rusty.  

4) ‘Hefty’ means big and heavy. It is a slightly old-fashioned word which suggests the story is set in the past.  

5) These words make me feel anxious as the reader - I want to find out more but I also fear turning the page to find out! Darkness and a 

damp smell play on our senses and suggest that whatever is behind the door is unpleasant. I am not surprised because the tone of the story is 

sinister and the mud floor and shabby appearance of the door imply dirtiness; mud itself often has a damp, unappealing smell.  
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