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B
ri

ef

A designer's brief, or creative brief, is what a client will give to a 
designer to help them come up with a creative solution or set of 
concepts.
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The arrangement of elements within a work of art.
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o
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The term contemporary art is loosely used to refer to art of the 
present day and of the relatively recent past, of an innovatory or 
avant-garde nature.

Tr
ip

ty
ch A triptych is an artwork made up of three pieces or panels. Often 

used to impart narrative

G
la

zi
n

g Applied to painting media, the term glazing means the laying of a 
transparent colour over previously laid and dried-out pigments 
that may be opaque or transparent.
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Belonging to or affecting you rather than anyone else. How you 
feel about your artwork.

GCSE Art

Assessment Objectives

A
O

1 Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical 
understanding of sources.

A
O

2 Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with 
appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes.

A
O

3 Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as 
work progresses.

A
O

4 Present a personal and meaningful response that realises
intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual language.

Article 31:

You have the right to play and relax.



Key vocabulary
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Artists that are relevant to the 
project are studied and presented 
in sketchbooks. Visual elements of 
each artist are studied and 
presented alongside written 
research.

Ev
al

u
at

io
n

A large portion of the GCSE Art 
marking criteria relies on students' 
use of evaluation of their own and 
others' work. This involves 
discussing the effectiveness of 
techniques and processes used, 
how elements link between 
different artists' and their own 
works as well as explaining how 
work will be further developed.

1.1 - London Skyline

Title Page
This must include the title of the project and anything that the theme “London Skyline” means 
to you. Be as creative and as imaginative as possible.

Media 
Experimentation

A double page spread incorporating the use of multiple medias to illustrate different views of 
the London Skyline. This can include any element of Art and Design, such as such as 
photography, drawing, painting, embroidery, print making, paper art etc.

Photography

The London Skyline project begins with students going on a trip into central London to generate 
photographs. Students can use the department's DSLR cameras to photograph the areas visited 
during the trip, primarily the River Thames during a boat trip, panoramic views whilst visiting 
Greenwich's Royal Observatory and multiple examples of architecture. The images will then be 
collated in a sketchbook spread and used as first-hand resources throughout the project.

Tile Design
Students use the photographs taken during the trip as inspiration to create four separate 
designs for slip-cast tiles. The tiles will be designed in full-colour and accompanied with 
annotations. Two of these designs will be made into tiles and presented as outcomes.

Tile Outcomes Both tile designs are displayed in a sketchbook page accompanied by annotations evaluating the 
effectiveness of the tiles as well as a step-by-step guide illustrating the process used to create 
them.

Artist Studies Throughout all GCSE Art projects there is a heavy emphasis on Art History and focuses on artists 
that support the projects. Different sketchbook pages will be created on artists J.M.W. Turned, 
Stephen Wiltshire and John Virtue, all artists with distinctly different styles in terms of colour 
and media used.

Large-scale John 
Virtue Outcome

Using their own photographs, students create large-scale outcomes on cardboard in the 
abstract, monochromatic style of artist John Virtue. After creating two A4-size maquettes, an A1 
version is made using a combination of cardboard, plaster of paris, acrylic paints and black ink.

Final 
Outcome Planning

Multiple sketchbook pages are made to plan for a final piece. Students create pages that 
plan the background layout, the use of media for the foreground and background and the 
overall composition. The final sketchbook page includes a mini final piece.

Final Outcome As planned in the planning pages, a large-scale piece is created on cardboard, fabric or card. 
This piece is in the style of the artists studied throughout the project.

GCSE Art

Article 27:

Your right to a good standard of living.
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Clay pots are produced 
using the following 
techniques – Slab / Pinch / 
Coil. These terms are used 
when annotating your pot 
techniques page and your 
pot design pages.

Se
lf
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The pots are designs to 
show your own personality, 
when evaluating your 
design / final outcome use 
this term to describe your 
intention – the outcome 
should be 'self-reflective' of 
who you are

2 – Identity

Title Page
This must include the title of the project and anything that the theme “Identity” means to you. Be as 
creative and as imaginative as possible.

Mind Map

Begin initial research: research artists, record observations, make sketches and take photographs, 
collect images from newspapers, magazines etc...
You should collect a range of resources and recording ideas in response to the question, these need 
to include some primary resources to make the final outcome markable!

Artist Research

Analyse the work of artists provided and consider the methods and techniques they used, as well as 
their approach to the theme 'Identity'
You will need to produce a response to the artists in order to demonstrate an understanding of their 
works. Begin your initial ideas pages with experimental Make observational sketches from your own 
pictures, as well as imaginative drawings or plans and designs

Pot Shapes and Techniques
Begin to develop your responses to the theme by experimenting with different pot shapes and 
designs. Produce a double page that illustrates your understanding of how the clay behaves and the 
various techniques used to produce a 3D pot - Pinch / Coil / Slab

Pot Designs Designs are produced across a double-page and these include images previously used in your mind 
map.
The designs are self-reflective and will be a direct response to Grayson Perry's work. Include full 
colour and where appropriate annotate your work in order to enhance the design process.

Pot Evaluation Your evaluation needs to include high quality terminology and a reflective approach to your outcome 
– how well does the pot relate to your artist? Does it reflect your personality? What would you 
change to make it better?

GCSE Art

Article 7: Your right to a name and nationality.
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Etching is a printmaking 
technique that uses 
chemical action to produce 
incised lines in a metal 
printing plate which then 
hold the applied ink and 
form the image

Sc
u

lp
tu

re

Three-dimensional art made 
by one of four basic 
processes: carving, 
modelling, casting, 
constructing

3 – Exam Unit
Externally set task (the 
exam)

The exam begins in January in Year 11 and this is 40% of your overall mark

Timings
You will be given the exam paper and supporting PowerPoint in January and will have until 
April to complete preparatory work. The exam is 10 hours long (2 days) and during this time 
you must complete your final piece, in ‘controlled conditions’.

Question paper
The question paper consists of approximately 7 ‘questions’, each of which are themed 
starting points for a project. Every question will contain named artists to help you get 
started.

Choosing a theme

Read each question carefully
Discuss your thoughts with your teacher
Choose ONE question only
Each question/theme is a starting point only

Mind Map Begin initial research: research artists, record observations, make sketches and take 
photographs, collect images from newspapers, magazines etc...
You should collect a range of resources and recording ideas in response to the question

Initial Ideas and drawing 
from primary sources

Analyse the work of artists, designers, craftspeople and consider the methods and 
techniques they used, as well as their approach to the theme
Make observational sketches from your own pictures, as well as imaginative drawings or 
plans and designs

Media Experimentation Begin to develop your responses to the theme by experimenting with materials and 
techniques - try clay, printing, sewing, painting, assemblage, drawing, digital manipulation
Consider which materials are most appropriate for your approach to the theme

Final Piece Ideas Decide on two ideas, which you can develop further into a final piece
Both ideas will need to reference an artist you have researched in your mind map, as well as 
your own photographs you have taken

Mini Final Piece Focus your work on a single idea for a final piece
Plan your final piece in detail in your sketchbook, highlighting key links to artists and primary 
research

Exam Following the preparatory time, you will sit a 10 hour exam in which you create a final piece 
outcome, linking your previous research and ideas together. This will take place over two 
days
You will be assessed and given a mark out of 96. This unit accounts for 40% of GCSE

GCSE 

Art

Article 31:

You have the right to 

play and relax.


