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Key vocabulary

P
an

th
eo

n
 

The term given to when discussing lots of 
gods as a collective. 

H
ie

ra

The Greek work for religion, translates to 
‘holy  affairs’.

R
el

ig
io The Roman word for religion, translates 

to ‘ the correct worship of the state 
gods’ 

P
o

ly
th

ei
sm

The belief in many gods 

A
n

th
ro

p
-

o
m

o
rp

h
is

m Giving human form or attributes to 
something that is otherwise not human

Ep
it

h
et

s An adjectival word or phrase regularly 
added to a name to denote a personal or 
physical quality 

1.1 – Greek and Roman religion

What did the ancient Greeks 
and Romans believe in?

• There was no term for religion. 
• The Greeks used the word ‘hiera’ which means ‘holy affairs.’ 
• The Romans used the word ‘religio’ which means the correct worship of 

the state gods. 
• It was not enough to believe in the gods; they had to physically worship 

them and perform sacrifices or make offerings.

Why did the ancient Greeks and 
Romans believe in many gods?

• Ancient religion was polytheistic. 

• This meant that they worshipped hundreds of gods and goddesses, who 

were responsible for different aspects of life and so had different 

responsibilities. 

Why did the ancient Greeks and 
Romans worship the pantheon?

• They would choose which gods to worship based on what was important 
to them. 

• They presented gifts and engaged in sacrifices in order to gain something 
in return

• They believed that the gods had supernatural powers but human 
characteristics. 

What did the ancient gods look 
like?

• The gods were anthropomorphic which meant that they had human form 
and characteristics. 

• This made the gods more relatable to mortals. 
• They too had feelings and could be angry, jealous or vengeful if not 

revered or honoured correctly.

Why did the gods have 
epithets?

• Epithets were words or phrases used alongside the name of a god to 
describe a physical or personal quality. 

• For example, Zeus Horkios meant ‘Keeper of Oaths,’ as Zeus was the god 
of justice. 

• This made gods’ name more memorable.

How many gods did they have 
in ancient Greece and Rome?

• There were hundreds of gods! The Olympians – the twelve main gods –

lived in the clouds above Mount Olympus. 

• Hades was the only god who did not live here as he was the god of the 

Underworld. 
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Key vocabulary

Ic
o

n
o

gr
ap

h
y The symbols attached to a particular   

character when represented in an image 

Ti
ta

n
 

The beings prior to the pantheon of gods 

C
h

th
o

n
ic

 

Relating to gods that were connected 
with earth and the underworld

C
o

rn
u

co
p

ia
 

A horn shell that contained endless food 
and drink 

C
ad

u
ce

u
s 

A travellers staff associated with Hermes 

1.1 – Zeus, Poseidon, Hades, Hermes

Who is Zeus?
• God of the skies
• Keeper of justice
• Fate of men

What is Zeus’ iconography 
• Bearded man wielding a lightning bolt

• Often shown with an eagle or sceptre 

What is the Roman name for Zeus? Jupiter

Who is Poseidon? God of the seas and sailors

What is Poseidon’s iconography? Bearded man holding a trident

What is the Roman name for Poseidon? Neptune

Who is Hades? God of the Underworld (chthonic)

What is Hades’ iconography?
• Holds a cornucopia 
• Has a wife called Persephone
• He has a three-headed dog called Cerberus

What is the Roman name for Hades? Pluto

Who is Hermes?
• God of travel and trade
• Messenger of the gods

What is Hermes’ iconography?
• Traveller's cap
• Caduceus
• Winged sandals

What is the Roman name for Hermes? Mercury
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Key vocabulary

D
ia

d
em

 A crown often associated with gods or 
kings 

A
eg

is
 The breastplate or shield of Athena that 

contained an image of a gorgon in the 
centre

Ly
re

 A small Greek harp  

A
n

vi
l A heavy iron block with a flat top and 

concave sides on which metal can be 
hammered and shaped 

Th
yr

su
s 

A staff associated with the god Dionysus 
which was tipped with a pinecone

M
ae

n
ad

s 

Female followers of Dionysus

Sa
ty

rs
 

Half men, half goat attendants of 
Dionysus known to be promiscuous  

1.1 – Hera, Athena, Demeter, Aphrodite

Who is Hera?
• Queen of the Gods
• Goddess of marriage, women, childbirth and family

What is Hera’s iconography 
• Diadem 

• Children 

What is the Roman name for Hera? Juno

Who is Athena? Goddess of war and wisdom

What is Athena’s iconography?

• Owl 

• Helmet

• Spear and aegis

What is the Roman name for Athena? Minerva

Who is Demeter? Goddess of agriculture and harvest

What is Demeter’s iconography?
• Diadem
• Holds a bundle of wheat, grain and flowers

What is the Roman name for Demeter? Ceres 

Who is Aphrodite? Goddess of love and beauty

What is Aphrodite’s iconography?
• Rising from a sea-shell
• Naked

What is the Roman name for Aphrodite? Venus
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1.1 – Hestia, Hephaistos, Artemis

Who is Hestia?
• Goddess of home and hearth
• Security of the city

What is Hestia’s iconography Veiled head

What is the Roman name for 
Hestia?

Vesta

Who is Hephaistos? God of metalwork, fire and craftsmen

What is Hephaistos’ 
iconography?

• Hammer

• Anvil

• Tongs

• Limp leg

What is the Roman name for 
Hephaistos?

Vulcan

Who is Artemis? Goddess of hunting, wildlife and childbirth

What is Artemis’ iconography?
• Moon
• Bow and arrow
• Wild animals 

What is the Roman name for 
Artemis?

Diana 
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1.1 – Apollo, Ares, Dionysus

Who is Apollo?
Goddess of music, arts, education, archery 
and prophecies 

What is Apollo’s iconography?
• Bow and arrow
• Lyre
• Eternal youth

What is the Roman name for 
Apollo?

Apollo

Who is Ares? God of war (raw violence of fighting)

What is Ares’ iconography • Armour

What is the Roman name for 
Ares?

Mars

Who is Dionysus? God of wine and theatre

What is Dionysus’ 
iconography?

• Thrysus
• Vines
• Animal skins
• The Maenads
• Satyrs

What is the Roman name for 
Dionysus?

Bacchus

Article 28: Your right to learn and go to school.
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1.2 – Rome 

When was Rome founded? Rome was founded in 753 BC by Romulus

What was the tribe called in Italy at this 
time?

The most influential tribe at this time were the Etruscans, who 

colonised much of Italy

Why do the Romans have the same gods 
and culture as the ancient Greeks?

• As Rome expanded, they were bought under Roman control 
and used their culture in art on temple designs. 

• The Hellenes – Greeks – migrated to the south of Italy and Sicily 
from the 9th century BC.

• Rome adapted the religious beliefs of the Greeks. 

1.3 – Eleusinian Mysteries 

What were the Eleusinian Mysteries? 
• These were a set of secret rituals. 
• Initiates were not allowed to speak of their experiences 

within the cult. 

Where did they take place? They took place in Eleusis, a town near Athens. 

What was the goddess linked to these 
mysteries?

The Mysteries were linked to the goddess Demeter and her 
daughter, Persephone.

Why were mystery cults popular in ancient 
Greece?

Mystery cults were popular because they offered salvation 
after death. 
They would have appealed to the majority of ancient Greeks 
and Romans who sought a happy afterlife. 
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1.4 – The Homeric Hymn to Demeter 

Who composed the Homeric Hymn to Demeter? Homer, an ancient Greek poet

When was it composed? 7th – 6th century BC

Why is it significant?
It provides an insight into what the Greeks thought the relationship between the gods and mortals 
was like 

What is the meaning behind the myth?

• It re-tells the story of the abduction of Persephone – Demeter’s daughter – at the hands of 
Hades and the will of Zeus. 

• It recounts how Demeter abandoned her duties as goddess of the harvest and mourned in 
Eleusis. 

• When she learned of Persephone’s whereabouts, she returned to Olympus but her daughter 
was forced to return to the Underworld for a third of the year. 
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2.1 – The Birth of Herakles and Early Life

Who is Alcmene and what did Zeus 
do to her?

• Zeus visited Alcmene disguised as her husband Amphytrion when he 
was away on campaign. 

• When Amphytrion returned, he found out from a seer that his wife 
had slept with another man; he was angry but when he found out 
that it was an immortal, he was relieved. Alcemene had two children 
– one by Zeus (Heracles) and another by Amphytrion (Iphicles). 

• Zeus boasted that he would now have a son who could match him on 
Earth! 

What did Hera do?

• Hera – Zeus’ wife – was angry at his betrayal and made him promise 

that the first son born within the House of Perseus would rule. 

• She sent Eileithyia, her daughter who was the goddess of childbirth, 

to prolong Alcemene’s labour. 

• She hoped this would kill both mother and son but both survived.

• Eurystheus became the King of Mycenae. 

• She later sent two snakes to poison the child but he strangled them 

both! 

• Alcemene was scared of both Hera’s wrath and her attempts to kill 

her child so she abandoned him in the woods where he was found by 

Athena.

Who is Heracle’s wife and what did 
he do to her?

• He married Megara. 
• Hera sent the goddess Madness to enrage Heracles. In this fit of 

madness, he killed both his wife and children. 
• He was forced to exile himself from Thebes and went to consult the 

oracle at Delphi to see what he should do. 
• Hera had control of the oracle and told him that he needed to serve 

king Eurystheus for twelve years. 
• This led to the twelve labours.
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Key vocabulary

P
it

h
o

s A large clay storage jar 

Li
n

ch
p

in
 

A fastener used to stop a wheel from 
coming off its axis 

P
e

d
im

en
t Triangular area at the top of each end of 

a temple, which could contain sculpture 

M
e

to
p

e Square decorative spaces that ran 
around a Doric temple and could contain 
sculpture 

Ti
b

er
 The main river running through Rome 

P
al

la
s

A giant who fought against the gods, not 
to be confused with Evander’s son, also 
called Pallas, or with Athena when called 
Pallas Athena 

C
en

ta
u

r A mythical creature with the upper body 
of a man and lower body of a horse
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2.2 – Homeric Hymn to Heracles the Lion Hearted
Who composed the Homeric Hymn to Heracles the 
Lion Hearted?

Homer, an ancient Greek poet

When was it composed? Around 700 BC

Why is it significant? The poem outlines some of the key aspects of Heracles’ life  

What are 2 key the myth?

‘The greatest and best of those on earth’

‘Many things he did that were reckless, many things he suffered’ 
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2.3 – Heracles (the Greeks)

Who was Heracles?

• He was a demi-god born to Alcmene after she was tricked into sleeping with Zeus.
• He had a troubled upbringing and was eventually abandoned by his mother and then turned away 

from Olympus
• Once Heracles was an married adult, Hera still enraged by Zeus’ promiscuity send the goddess 

Madness to infect Heracles which led him to murder his wife, Megara and Children 

What did Heracles do after he killed his wife?
Heracles exiled himself from Thebes and after consulting the oracle at Delphi he went to serve King 
Eurystheus for twelve years, this began his 12 labours

Why did Heracles have to do 12 labours?
Originally there were only ten labours but in two of these labours Heracles received help or payment so 
Eurystheus didn't not consider them proper so demanding two more. 

Article 28: Your right to learn and go to school.



2.3 – Heracles and the 12 labours

What are the 12 labours of Heracles?

1. Nemean Lion
2. Lernean Hydra
3. Golden Hind
4. Erymanthian Boar
5. Augean Stables
6. Stymphalian Birds
7. Cretan Bull
8. Mares of Diomedes
9. Girdle of Hippolyte
10. Cattle of Geryon
11. Apples of the Hesperides
12. Cerberus

Where are the 12 labours respresented? His twelve labours are shown In the metopes on the Temple of Zeus at Olympia. 
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2.4 – The 12 Labours

How did Heracles defeat the Nemean Lion?

• He was to kill the lion but its skin was impenetrable to weapons. 

• He strangled it to death. 

• Athena told him to use one of the lion’s claws to skin it so he could present its skin to Eurystheus. 

• He wore the skin as a cloak and the head as a helmet 

How did Heracles defeat the Lernean Hydra?

• The hydra had many heads and venom for blood. 

• When he removed one head, two more would grow back. 

• His cousin Iolaus sealed the neck with a flaming torch.

• Hera sent a crab to attack him. 

• The venom was used as poison for his arrows.

How did Heracles defeat the Golden Hind?

• It was larger than a bull and golden from horn to hooves. 

• It was sacred to Artemis and was swift. 

• He had to track it for a whole year. 

• He met Artemis and Apollo who were angry that he had caught her hind but allowed him to continue.

How did Heracles defeat the Erymanthian Boar?

• The Boar had been terrorising Arcadia. 

• Heracles chased it through the snow and he eventually caught it. 

• The King was so scared that he hid in a pithos! 

How did Heracles defeat the Augean Stables?

• The cattle produced a large amount of dung and the stables had not been cleaned for 30 years! 

• He diverted two rivers through the stables, cleaning them instantly.

• Heracles was promised payment but Augeas refused. 

• Heracles returned with an army and defeated the king.

How did Heracles defeat the Stymphalian Birds?

• They ravaged Stymphalos and some suggest that they even ate the residents too. 

• Athena gave him a rattle made by Hephaistos; this caused them to fly into the sky and Heracles shot them with his 

arrows or a slingshot.

Article 28: Your right to learn and go to school.
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2.4 – The 12 Labours

How did Heracles defeat the Cretan Bull?

• The bull had been destroying Cretan homes and farmland. 

• He strangled it but released his grip before the bull passed out. 

• This meant he could ride it across the sea. The bull was released into Marathon

How did Heracles defeat the Mares of Diomedes?

• The horses were fed the limbs of enemies and strangers. 

• The horses ate Abderos, Heracles’ companion. 

• Heracles fed Diomedes to his own horses after he chased him with his men

How did Heracles defeat the Girdle of Hippolyte?

• Daughter of Ares who had been given a special belt by her father. 

• She gave it to him freely because she admired him but Hera was angry with the simplicity of the task so took the 

form of an Amazonian and told them that he planned to steal the queen, leading to a battle

How did Heracles defeat the Cattle of Geryon?

• He had to defeat Eurytion and his dog Orthus. 

• Geryon was a shepherd who had three heads and three      sets of arms and legs. 

• They were sacrificed when he returned. 

How did Heracles defeat the Apples of the 

Hesperides?

• The apples were a wedding gift to Zeus and Hera. Prometheus told him where to find the garden after he killed 

the eagle who ate his liver. 

• Heracles offered to hold the sky if Atlas got the apples – he agreed. 

• When he returned, Atlas said he would deliver the apples himself. 

• Heracles tricked him and said that he needed to get pillows to support his shoulders

How did Heracles defeat the Cerberus?

• He needed to retrieve Cerberus from the Underworld. 

• He pleased Persephone by initiating himself into the Eleusinian Mysteries. 

• If he could capture Cerberus with no weapons then he would be allowed to take him

Article 28: Your right to learn and go to school.
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2.5 – The Olympic Games and Heracles 

Why was Heracles important to the 
Olympic Games?

• Oinomaos, King of Pisa, was told that he was going to 

die when his daughter married. He tried to stop this 

from happening by setting up a chariot race – if 

anyone won then they could marry his daughter.

• Pelops challenged the King to a race, despite seeing 

hundreds of men dying. 

• He won because he bribed Oinamoas’ charioteer to 

replace his bronze linchpins with ones made from 

wax.

• This caused Oinomas to be thrown from the chariot, 

killing him. 

• Pelops set up the games in honour of Oinamos.

What is another version of the story?

• Heracles founded the games after killing Augeas. 

• The games were a sign of his strength 

What is the story behind the Temple of 
Zeus at Olympia?

• The story of Pelops is represented on the east 

pediment of the temple of Zeus at Olympia. 

• The labours of Heracles are represented on twelve 

metopes. 
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2.6 – Hercules (the Romans)

What is the Roman name for Heracles? Hercules

Why is Hercules famous in ancient Rome?
Hercules was inherited from the Greeks and they have woven some of their own history into 
myths (known to both Greeks and Romans) about Hercules

What is the cult of Hercules in Rome?

• Only men were allowed to participate in the ritual, which involved sacrificing an animal. 
• The sacrifice took place every year at the Great Altar of Hercules (Forum Boarium). 
• The cult was run by the Potitii and Pinarii families who were told how to worship Hercules. 
• In 312 BC, this responsibility was transferred to a selected group of slaves, who made up the 

majority of the population. 
• Gladiators also worshipped him and were given a wooden sword to hand in the Temple of 

Hercules Victor.
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2.7 – Hercules in literature

What happened in the story of Hercules and Cacus? 

• Cacus was a monster who stole the 8 of Hercules’ cows (Cattle of Geryon) and took them to his cave. 
• Hercules could hear the distress of the cows and followed their moos to Cacus’ cave, where he needed 

to gain access to the giant’s home in order to free them. 
• He took off the pinnacle of the cave and went inside where Cacus attempted to hide himself with black 

smoke. 
• Hercules found him and threw trees, stones and blocks at him, before strangling him to death. 
• The body was bought out to show the people Hercules’ might 

What happened in the story of Hercules and 
Achelous?

• Achelous tells Theseus about his fight with Hercules when the pair were attempting to marry Dienera. 
• Hercules said that he had divine parentage and was extremely strong; Achelous said he himself was a 

god, and had superior status. He attacked Hercules’ birth, saying it was a lie or scandal. 
• Achelous changed forms throughout the battle and broke Achelous’ horn when he took the form of a 

bull. 
• This would then go onto become the cornucopia.

What happened in the story of Hercules and Nessus?

• Hercules planned to return home with his new wife. 
• The river Evenus was too deep to for Dienera to swim across so the centaur Nessus offered to help. 
• As Hercules swam, Nessus decided to abduct her. He used his arrows to shoot the centaur and before his 

death Nissus gave Dienera his blood-soaked tunic and said that this would ensure that he remained loyal 
to her. 

What happened during the death of Hercules?

• Rumor spread lies about Hercules to his wife. 
• The lies made her believe that her husband was in love with Iole. 
• She decided to give him the tunic of Nesseus in the hope that he would love her. 
• The slave gave it to him to put on whilst he was preparing a sacrifice. 
• It stuck to his skin and tore his limbs apart. 
• He built a funeral pyre and died. 
• Jupiter asked the gods to allow Hercules onto Olympus because of his deeds on Earth. 
• He became deified.  

Article 28: Your right to learn and go to school.
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3.1 – Sanctuary

What is a sanctuary?
The sanctuary was the holy area in a city or town that 
contained a temple and an altar to a god. 

What was the purpose of a 
sanctuary?

• It could be dedicated to one god or multiple 
gods/goddesses. 

• It was common to find a source of water at the 
entrance to allow people to wash their hands and feet 
so that the holy site was not polluted. 

What was pollution?

• Pollution was when a person had done something to 
make them impure in the eyes of the gods, such 
committing murder. 

• Pollution could be removed by washing one-self

3.2 – Function of Temples

What is the function of temples?

• A temple was dedicated to a god and housed the cult 
statue. 

• It gave the gods a place to reside when they left 
Olympus for Earth. 

What is the altar?
The altar was where the sacrifice took place to allow the 
god(s) to be honoured.

Key vocabulary

Sa
n

ct
u

ar
y An area of holy land dedicated to a god 

or gods contained the temple and altar 

P
o

llu
ti

o
n When a person has done something to 

make them impure in the eyes of the 
gods

Fr
ie

ze
 

A strip of marble that goes around a 
temple 

C
o

lo
n

n
ad

e

An-open-air covered walkway supported 
by columns 

C
e

lla

Meant a small room in Latin and was the 
temple that contained the cult statue 

O
p

is
th

o
d

o
m

o
s The rear room in a temple that 

contained a city or town’s treasure
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3.3 – Greek Priests

What is a Greek priest called?
Hiereus (male)
Hiereia (female)

What is the role of a hiereus/ 
hiereia?

‘One who sacrifices to a god’

What is a mantis?

• Soothsayers who predicted the outcome of future 
events. 

• Omens were read by looking at the entrails of 
sacrificed animals

What is an augur?
They read the flight of birds to predict the outcome of 
future events

When were mantis’ and augur’s 
called upon?

They were mostly consulted before battles, weddings and 
business transactions.

3.4 – Greek Temple Buildings 

What was a Greek temple building 
like?

• The temple building was raised to give it a sense of grandeur and allow for a closer sense of 
proximity to the gods. 

• The colonnade ran around the temple and provided support. 
• The cella (Roman) or naos (Greek) contained the cult statue dedicated to the deity. 
• The opisthodomos contained all of the treasure acquired in warfare and sacrificial offerings

What was the temple decorated with? The temple was decorated using pediments and friezes:

What is a pediment? Triangular space at either end of the temple building that often contained sculpture

What is an Ionic frieze? A continuous strip of stone or marble that runs around a temple

What is a Doric frieze? A continuous strip of stone or marble divided into metopes

Article 28: Your right to learn and go to school.
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3.5 – The Parthenon
What was the purpose of the Parthenon? The buildings on the Acropolis were intended to honour Athena. 

Who were the 2 leading architects? Pericles and Phidias were two leading architects in the building project.

What were all the temples on the Acropolis 
for?

All the temples on the Acropolis were intended for the worship of Athena 
Polias.

When was the Parthenon built? 447 – 432 BC

What is the material used? Marble 

What did the building symbolise? The building and its decoration symbolised the power of Athens 

What does the eastern pediment show? The eastern pediment showed the birth of Athena

What does the western pediment show?
The west pediment showed the naming contest of Athens (battle with 
Poseidon). 

What was the cult statue made of? 

• The cult statue was of Athena.
• The cult statue was designed by Phidias and was added to the temple in 

438 BC. 
• This was a chryselephantine statue – it was made from gold and ivory.  

3.6 – The Temple of Zeus at Olympia

Why was the Temple of Zeus 
significant?

• The Temple of Zeus was found in the sanctuary at Olympia called the altis. 
• The altar of Zeus was built before the temple complex itself, showing the 

importance of sacrifice. 
• The altar itself was made from the ash of sacrificial animals. 

What was on the East pediment?

• The myth of Oinomaos and Pelops was shown because Zeus stands as the god of 
justice. 

• The twelve labours of Heracles were shown on metopes. 
• Both stories related to the foundation of the Olympic Games.

What was on the West pediment?
• The west pediment depicts the mythical battle between the Centaurs and Lapiths; 
• This represented civilisation triumphing over barbarism

What was the cult statue in the 
temple?

• The cult statue of Zeus was also designed by Phidias
• It was one of the seven wonders of the ancient world

Article 28: Your right to learn and go to school.
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3.7 – Greek Sacrifices
What was the most 
common way of 
honouring the gods?

Blood sacrifices which is the killing of an animal as offering to the god

What was used usually 
for sacrifices?

• The smaller sacrifices used household animals
• The larger sacrifices used a hecatomb

What was the process of 
sacrifices?

1. The animals had their horns gilded in order to make them more presentable. 
2. Musicians were important as they would prevent the chance of the animal 

taking fright; if it did become scared, then it was seen as a bad omen. 
3. Water was poured on its head so that the animal could ‘agree’ to the sacrifice
4. Some of the animal’s hair was removed and thrown into the fire. Women 

would let out a scream to mark death
5. The gods portion was prepared by removing the thigh bones and wrapping 

them in fat

Why is Prometheus 
significant?

• Prometheus took a sacrificial animal and divided it into two parts:
1. One portion was made of thigh bones wrapped in fat
2. The other was meat wrapped in the entrails of animals

• Zeus was tricked and took the bones wrapped in fat. 
• Prometheus enraged Zeus further when he stole fire from Olympus and taught 

men how to create it on their own. 
• As punishment, Zeus sent an eagle to peck out his liver, which grew back each 

night.

Key vocabulary

H
ec

at
o

m
b The sacrifice in honour of a god of at 

least 100 oxen during large festivals

G
ild

in
g The covering of a surface in a thin layer 

of gold 

Se
m

i-
e

n
ga

ge
d

 
co

lu
m

n
s A supporting column that is embedded in 

a wall, half protruding from it 

P
ax

 
d

ec
o

ru
m The peace of the gods

P
o

n
ti

fe
x A Roman priest in charge of protecting 

temples, regulating religious law and 
overseeing the religious calendar 

M
o

la
Sa

ls
a A mix of salt and flour made by the 

Vestal Virgins in Rome and sprinkled on 
the heads of sacrificial victims 

P
o

p
a An official at a Roman sacrifice who 

struck the sacrificial animal with a 
wooden rod 

R
o

tu
n

d
a A round Roman building, especially one 

with a dome

O
cu
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3.8 – Roman Temple Buildings and Sacrifices  

What was a Roman temple 
building like?

• Roman temples were influenced by the Greek and Etruscan style. 
• It was orientated from east to west to allow the sun to shine on the cult statue first thing. 
• It was built on a podium to allow for closer proximity to the gods. 
• The columns were semi-engaged and the cella contained the cult statue of the god.

What was the Roman sacrifice 
like?

1. The popa struck the animal on the head to stun it and the cultrarius would slit its throat. 
2. It was important that the animal died with a single blow.
3. The communal aspect in Rome still had a hierarchy that was to be adhered to; in a state 

sacrifice, the priests ate first, then the Senate and so forth. 

What was the importance of 
meat?

Meat was not a common part of the Greek and Roman diet so it offered a chance to enjoy a 
rare meal as a community.

3.9 – Roman Priests 

What was the role of a Roman priest?
• The main role of a Roman priest was to maintain the pax deorum – the peace of the gods. Roman priests were 

not assigned to a specific temple or god.

What are the main roles of Pontifices?

• Most important college of priests
• Headed by the Pontifex Maximus
• It means bridge-builder and alluded to their role as mediator between man and god
• Concerned with protecting temples, regulating burial and supervising the religious calendar 

What are the main roles of Augurs?
• Reading the flight of birds, behaviour of animals or direction of thunder to work out the will of the gods
• Often accused of taking bribes or interpreting signs in favour of political allies or personal gain

What are the main roles of the Vestal Virgins?

• Represented the only major female priesthood in Rome and were priestesses of Vesta
• Would have to take a vow of chastity and remain at post for at least 30 years
• Protected the sacred flame for the safety of the flame – if it went out, it was believed that Rome would fall
• Allowed access to front row seats at games and to write wills

What are the main roles of the Haruspex?

• Specialised in the reading of entrails of sacrificed animals. 
• They would be consulted at important sacrifices and would watch how the animal fell to the ground once it was 

killed. 
• He would also examine the direction of the flames and then read the liver – the most important entrail. 
• A model liver would be used to help guide the priest and to help examine any abnormalities that were seen. 

Article 28: Your right to learn and go to school.
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4.0 – Temple of Portunus
Who was linked to the Temple of 
Portunus?

• It was wrongly attributed to Fortuna Virilis (‘manly fortune). 
• It then became linked with Portunus, god of harbours 

When was it built? It was built sometime between 120 – 80 BC. 

Where was it located?

• It was located near the River Tiber as it stood in the Forum 
Boarium (along with the temple of Hercules Victor). 

• It is one of the best existing examples of a Roman temple

4.1 – The Pantheon

Who commissioned the Pantheon?
The original Pantheon was commissioned by Augustus and 
built by Agrippa (27 – 25 BC). This burnt down in 80 AD. 
Hadrian rebuilt it in 125 AD.

What does the word ‘pantheon’ mean?
The word Pantheon means ‘all of the gods collectively’ – it is a 
temple believed to have been dedicated to all of the Roman 
deities. 

Where was the temple located?

The temple was located in the Campus Martius – a large open 
space where the army met before campaigns, where elections 
took place and where the Romans would engage in general 
exercise.

Why is the Pantheon unique to other 
temples?

• It has a rotunda (a round Roman building with a dome)
• It has an occulus (a circular opening at the top of a dome)
• It was dedicated to all of the gods
• The cella contained several statues of gods as a result of the 

circular plan 
• Marble was imported from all over the empire
• Columns came from Egypt
• It has been rebuilt three times

Article 7: Your right to a name and nationality.
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4.1 – Myths and Beliefs

Why were foundation myths 
told in ancient times?

• Stories of how cities were founded were passed down by oral 
tradition and were not written down until late after the cities 
had been developed. 

• There was no single story to how some cities were created as 
some writers had different opinions. 

• Often, foundation myths would give a sense of unity and 
patriotism for citizens

4.2 – Naming Contest of Athens

What is the foundation myth of 
Athens the city?

• When King Cecrops founded a city in Attica, he needed a name. 
• At the time, the gods travelled the land seeking to lay their 

patronage. 
• Both Poseidon and Athena came to the city to claim it as their 

own. Poseidon arrived first and struck the centre of the 
Acropolis with his trident; this hole allowed water to spring up. 

• When Athena arrived, she planted an olive tree. 
• Zeus and Cecrops judged their gifts to the people; Poseidon’s 

water had a great salt content, which meant that it could not be 
used. 

• Athena’s olive was central to the Greek way of life, both as food 
and oil. 

• Athena was declared victor and named the city after herself
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4.3 – Theseus and Athens 

Who was Theseus? Theseus was a Greek who united all of Attica under the leadership of Athens. 

What is the link between Theseus and Aegeus?

• Aegeus was the king of Athens who went to Delphi, looking for a way to get an heir. 
• When he went to Pittheus, he was told that the next time he had intercourse, he would 

conceive a son. 
• For this reason, he got him very drunk and encouraged him to sleep with Aethra, his daughter. 
• When they slept together, Theseus was conceived. 
• During the same night, Aethra was told by Athena that she should go to the island of Sphairia. 
• When she arrived Poseidon emerged from the sea and coupled with her; this meant the 

unborn child had both human and godly characteristics. 
• Aegeus was sacred that members of his family would be scared on his son so he left Aethra 

but before he left, he placed his sandals and sword under a rock and told Aethra that if her 
son was worthy of being his heir, he would lift the rock and bring him the contents.

• When he was older, Theseus easily lifted the rock and removed the sandals and sword. 
• He was told that there were two routes to Athens – either by boat (easy) or by land 

(dangerous). 
• He took the dangerous route as he hoped to emulate his cousin’s Heracles’ achievements.

4.4 – Theseus as King of Athens

How did Theseus become the King 
of Athens?

• As king, he introduced many reforms. 
• He travelled to each town and negotiated their 

allegiance to Athens; he promised that they would 
not have a king, but instead a democracy (meaning 
they could vote for leaders). 

• The towns agreed and Athens was formed. 
• He destroyed all the town halls and council 

chambers. 
• The Panathenaic Games were initiated to celebrate 

all the different tribes

Article 7: Your right to a name and nationality.
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4.5 – Theseus’ Labours
How many Labours did Theseus have to 
complete?

He completed 7 labours 

What are Theseus’ Labours?

1) Periphetes: A bandit who would hide at the side of roads, jump out and beat traveller’s to death with his club. When 
Theseus defeated him, the club was used in his subsequent labours

2) Sinis: A robber who would tie his victims to the ends of pine trees and then release them, tearing them to pieces. Theseus 
either tricked Sinis by asking him for help and then flinging him to his death or he tied Sinis to two pines until he was torn 
in two

3) Crommyonian Sow: A female robber who was named ‘sow’ because of her beast-like behaviour. He killed the sow
4) Sciron: An old man who sat by a path by the cliff’s edge. He would ask people to wash his feet. As they bent down, he 

would kick them into the sea where they would be eaten by a giant turtle. Theseus threw him off the cliff
5) Cercyon: He challenged Theseus to a wrestling match and said the victor would be named king of Eleusis. Theseus won but 

moved to Athens
6) Procrustes: He would invite visitors to spend the night on a ‘magical’ bed that would fit anyone. When they accepted, he 

would lay them on the bed; if they were too small, he would use a mallet to stretch them, if they were too tall he used an 
axe to chop off their head and feet. Theseus asked Procrustes to lie on the bed and then chopped off his head

7) Minotaur: Theseus volunteered to be sacrificed to the Minotaur. When in Crete, he met Ariadne who gave him a ball of 
wool and a sword so he could find his way in the labyrinth and kill the Minotaur. After his success, he left Ariadne on 
Naxos for one of three reasons:

• A storm meant he was unable to return to the pregnant Ariadne
• Theseus fell in love with another woman and abandoned her (possibility fell in love with her sister)
• Athena told him that Dionysus had chosen her as a bride and that he was to leave her

Where are the labours respresented? On a kylix which shows the labours of Theseus

How did Theseus’ father, Augeus get 
killed?

• When he returned to Athens, he forgot to remove the black sail of grief and did not replace it with a white sail. 
• Aegeus believed his son had died and threw himself into the sea

How did Theseus die?

• Theseus was credited with uniting the city with the neighbouring towns. 
• His introduction of democracy made all citizens equal in status and made Athens stand out from other kingdoms, leading to 

the city having a greater status in the ancient world. 
• He was a hero that could match Heracles

Article 7: Your right to a name and nationality.
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4.6 – Foundation of Rome

What is the foundation myth of 
Rome?

• Numitor was exiled by his brother Amulius, and his daughter Rhea Silivia was made a 
Vestal Virgin, meaning she would be prevented from having children. 

• When she fell pregnant, she said that Mars had impregnated her. 
• She was locked up and the two twins she gave birth to were thrown into the river. 
• The two boys were found by a she-wolf who suckled them in the Lupercal Cave. 
• The shepherd Faustulus and his wife then looked after the pair. 
• When they were older, they returned and reinstated Numitor and freed their mother. 
• They decided to found a new city because Alba Longa had become overcrowded. 
• Both brothers used an augury to determine where the city would be built and who 

would rule their new town. 
• Remus received his augury first, but Romulus received a greater number of vultures.  

When was Rome founded? Romulus founded Rome in 753 BC

4.7 – Livy

Who is Livy?

• He lived through a period of political turbulence as he witnessed the civil conflict 
between Caesar and Pompey as well as Caesar’s assassination. 

• Following this, there was a power struggle between Octavian and Antony, which left 
Octavian in sole command of Rome. 

• In 27 BC, Rome became a Principate.

What is Livy famous for? Livy’s most notable work is his History of Rome. 

What is notable about Livy’s 
writing?

• Livy used the resources available to him at the time of writing. 
• There was a margin for error in obtaining legitimate sources after Rome was destroyed 

by the Gauls in 187/6 BC. 
• Most evidence that he used came from the oral tradition, which was easily adapted 

and manipulated. 
• He therefore chooses to present both fact and fiction in his works. 

Article 7: Your right to a name and nationality.
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4.8 – Aeneas and Troy

What is the birth of Aeneas?

• Venus boasted to the Olympians that she had persuaded them to sleep with mortals. 
• This caused outrage among the gods. 
• As a punishment, Jupiter made Venus want to have a relationship with a mortal man. 
• When she travelled to Troy, she met Anchises, and disguised as a mortal woman, she slept with him.  
• She revealed who she was to him; their child, Aeneas, was the son of a mortal and a goddess.
• He grew up in Troy and became a warrior, fighting in the Trojan War

What is the significance of Aeneas and Troy?

• The Greeks sacked Troy after Odysseus devised a wooden horse that the Greeks filled with their armies. 
• The Trojans accepted this wooden horse into the city; at night, the Greeks began killing the Trojans and burnt the 

city.
• Aeneas fled Troy with his father Anchises, wife Creusa and son Ascanius. 
• His wife was lost in the confusion and Aeneas later learned that she had been killed by the Greeks. 
• He bought with him the public Penates (the household gods of Troy). 
• He demonstrated his pietas as he fulfilled his duty to the gods, the state and to his family.
• When he arrived in Italy, he was forced to fight the tribe who inhabited the land. He made peace with King Latinus

of Latinum. 
• He gave his daughter’s hand in marriage – Aeneas and Lavina married and had a son called Ascanius. 
• Caesar’s family traced their lineage back to Aeneas in order so that they could legitimise their right to rule. 
• Aeneas founded the Roman race.
• Ascanius founded Alba Longa after Aeneas’ death. This city spawned the line of kings which included Romulus and 

Remus
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4.9 – Plutarch

Who was Plutarch?

• Plutarch was a biographer who was from Greece. 
• At the time of his writing, the rule of the emperors had been firmly established. 
• He is best known for writing his ‘Lives’ which were texts that examined the lives of famous Greeks and Romans. 
• His ‘Parallel Lives’ compared the lives of the greatest Greeks and Romans, for example, he compared the lives of 

Romulus and Theseus. 

Why is Plutarch significant?

• He was a biographer
• He was concerned with their character and their behaviour. 
• He used a variety of sources and if there still remained aspects that were unclear, he filled in the blanks using his own 

opinion and myth. 

What does Plutarch choose to compare 
between Romulus and Theseus?

• Greatness of their deeds
• Leadership
• Reasons for their misfortunes 
• Achievements
• Relationship with their family
• Relationship with women and the gods

5.0 – Theseus vs Romulus

What are the main 
comparison between 
Theseus and Romulus in 
Plutarch’s Parallel Lives?

• Theseus and Romulus were considered to be great men in 
Roman and Greek history. 

• Theseus was a great reformer, unified Athens and allowed it 
the become the great city it was. 

• Romulus founded Rome after a troubled childhood and war 
with his brother. 

Article 7: Your right to a name and nationality.
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5.2 – The City of Dionysia (Great Dionysia) Origins 

When was the festival founded? The festival was founded in the sixth century BC 

Which god did the festival 
celebrate?

Dionysus (god of wine, theatre, revelry, childbirth, ritual-madness and 
ecstasy) 

What are the origins of the 
festival?

• It coincided with the alliance between Eleutherae and Athens; when 
the statue of Dionysus arrived in Athens, the Athenians rejected it but 
were then hit by a plague that affected every male’s genitals. 

• The Athenians accepted  the statue into the city, instantly curing them 
of their disease. 

• He was honoured with general revelry taking place throughout the 
streets of Athens and theatrical events. 

When did the festival take place?
• Due to the god being associated with re-birth, the festival took place in 

the spring over five days in mid-march. 
• It was mainly based in the sanctuary of Dionysus  

Article 7: Your right to a name and nationality.

5.1 – Festivals

Why were festivals important?

• They brought the community together, creating a sense of belonging
• Offered the chance to win fame and prestige through the contests that 

were held
• Honoured the gods and thanked them 
• Showed off talent and culture 
• Enhanced the prestige of a city
• Allowed people to be entertained, offering a break from normality
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5.3 – The City of Dionysia (Great Dionysia) Events

What happened during the festival 
procession?

• The torchlight procession took place here which re-created the 
arrival of the statue in the 6th century BC. 

• There was general revelry and men carried model phalluses.

What happened during the pompe?
• Grand procession which saw the wooden statue of Dionysus being 

brought in to the sanctuary. 
• There was general revelry, with drinking, dancing and revelry.

What was the dithyramb? A choral song and dance written in honour of Dionysus. 

What was the komos?
• This was only open to men and they would carry model phalluses to 

present to Dionysus. 
• This was a symbol of fertility 

What happened during the opening 
ceremony?

• The priest would sacrifice a piglet before each of the ten generals 
poured a libation to the gods. 

What was a comedy play?

• Reflected the greater political freedom that was present in Athens in 
the fifth century BC.

• Themes mainly concerned war, politics or social life, with roles being 
reversed (i.e. slaves superior to their masters) 

What was a tragedy play?
• Performed with a satyr-play to provide relief. 
• These plays were inspired by well-known mythic and historical 

events of the past and focused on human suffering.

What happened during the judging 
and prize-giving?

• On the fifth day, the judges wrote the plays in order of preference. 
• The list was placed in an urn before the eponymous archon drew five 

of the ten lists. 
• The victor was awarded a garland of ivy (symbol of Dionysus) 

What was the theoric fund?

• It was established in the late fifth century BC
• It was intended to help the poor attend the festival
• Many workers did not have the means to attend the festival as it cost 

a day’s wage to attend the theatrical events.
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5.5 – The City of Dionysia (Great Dionysia) Officials

Why was the Eponymous archon 
important?

• They held administrative responsibilities
• He would select three tragic and five comic playwrights 

to write the plays for the festival. 

Why was the choregos important? 
• The choregos was selected by the archon.
• They would finance the seventeen plays that were 

performed.

Article 7: Your right to a name and nationality.

5.4 – Sanctuary of Dionysus

Where was the sanctuary located? The sanctuary was built to the south-side of the Acropolis.

Why was the sanctuary of Dionysus 
important?

• It had communal importance as the altar sat in the 
centre of a large open area, allowing for many 
worshippers to attend. 

• The temple and altar were surrounded by a short wall, 
as was common with other sanctuaries. 

5.6 – The City of Dionysia (Great Dionysia) Participants

Why was the dithyramb significant?
• The dithyramb competition saw one hundred members
• Each of the ten tribes take part in a choral dance in 

honour of Dionysus 

Why was the participants important? 

• The tragic and comic participants were either 
professional actors 

• They could have also been amateur chorus members 
which were drawn from the citizen body.
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5.7 – The Great Panathenaia
What was The Great 
Panathenaia?

It was a festival held in honour of Athena, the patron deity of 
Athens, and marked her birthday. 

Who was the festival open 
to?

The festival was open for all Athenians and its metics (foreign 
residents).  

When was the festival 
held?

• It was held every four years.
• This held more competitions in comparison to the annual 

Panathenaia, which was believed to have been founded by 
Theseus.

How long did the Great 
Pnnathenaia last for?

• The Great Panathenia was extended to an eight-day 
festival.

• This allowed for greater participation in athletic and 
literary competitions. 

• The annual Panathenaia contained far fewer games. 

What were the ten tribes 
of Athens?

• The region of Attica was split into ten tribes based on 
region. 

• Each tribe was named after an Athenian hero.

5.8 – Panathenaic Procession and Parthenon

Where was the Panathenaic 
procession depicted?

• The Panathenaic procession was depicted on the inner 
Ionic frieze of the Parthenon. 

• This was the first time that a mortal event was depicted 
on any temple. 

What does the procession 
show?

The procession shows a sense of civic pride as all aspects of 
society are involved, including women, horsemen and 
children. 

5.9 – The Great Panathenaia Sacrifice

Where did the 
sacrifice take place?

It took place at the altar of Athena Pallas.

Who was allowed to 
attend the sacrifice?

Only Athenians were allowed onto the Acropolis so 
this would have created as sense of belonging and 
civic pride. 

What was sacrificed? A hecatomb was sacrificed (one hundred oxen). 

Why was this 
significant?

• This would have been an enjoyable communal 
event

• The Athenians could speak with other members 
of society whilst sharing meat. 

• Meat was incredibly rare in ancient diets since 
it was expensive. 
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6.0 – The Great Panathenaia Events

What were the Rhapsodic 
and Musical contests?

• Verses from Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey were recited from memory as part of the 
oral tradition. 

• In the singing contests, an aulos (flute) and kithara (similar to a lyre) would be 
used

What sporting events took 
place during the festival?

• Three of the eight days revolved around sports
• These were only available for men to participate in. 

What was the stadion? Running the entire length of the stadium.

What was wrestling in 
ancient Greece?

• Founded by Theseus, according to myth. 
• Three falls would result in a victory but to make it harder, opponents would 

cover themselves in olive oil. 

What was boxing in ancient 
Greece?

• Leather straps were used to protect their hands. 
• It was one of the most dangerous sports as they attempted to make as many 

blows to the head as possible. 

What was the pankration? A mixture of boxing and wrestling. 

What was the pentathlon? Discus, javelin, long jump, stadion and wrestling.

What was involved in the 
equestrian events?

• Included a javelin contest where riders would hit targets whilst riding their 
horses.  

• The apobates included armed charioteers dismounting their chariots whilst 
racing and running alongside it for a period of time.

What were the tribal 
contests? 

• These were completed by the ten tribes 
• They included strength trials, a boat race and a war dance competition 

What was the all-night 
celebration that took place 
after the events?

• This took place on the Acropolis. 
• The torch race involved a two-mile race from the Dipylon Gate to the Acropolis
• Each competitor would run with a lit torch in the hope of lighting the sacrificial 

flame. 
• The peplos was presented to Athena on the sixth day – this displayed the 

Gigantomachy.

6.1 – Panathenaic Amphorae

What would the 
winners receive 
for sporting 
events?

• Winners would receive a varied 
amount of Panathenaic 
amphorae. 

• It would have a picture of 
Athena on one side and the 
event they won in on the 
other.

What would the 
amphorae be 
filled with?

Olive oil which was valuable for 
cooking and cleaning. 
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6.2 – The Lupercalia Origins 

What god does the festival 
celebrate?

• Originally, it was celebrated as a festival of purification in honour of 
the god Lupercus.

• ‘Lupus’ also means ‘wolf’ and so honoured Romulus too 

Why did the festival become 
famous?

The festival became more associated with Romulus rather than 
farming 

When was the festival celebrated? 15th February every year 

6.3 – The Lupercalia Officials 

Why were the Luperci significant?
The Luperci were priests who were selected from the noble male 
population. 

What did the priests wear?
• The male priests participated in the race naked. 
• This was because the god was believed to be naked.
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6.4 – The Lupercalia Events 

Why did the priests gather in the 
Lupercal cave?

The priests gathered in the Lupercal cave, which is where the 
she-wolf is believed to have suckled Romulus and Remus

What did the cave contain?
• The cave contained an altar to Lupercus. 
• A sacrifice was conducted in his honour by two priests. 

What happened during the 
sacrifice?

1. Dogs and goats were sacrificed because they were known 
for their virility, which was best suited to a god of fertility. 

2. Mola salsa would be sprinkled on their heads before their 
throats were slit. 

3. The knife was dipped onto the foreheads of the 
participants and wiped off with wool soaked in milk. 

4. They erupted in laughter before the haruspex read the 
entrails. 

5. The skin of the animal was used to either cover the body 
or used during the race.

What happened during the race 
of the Lupercalia?

• The race took place around the Palatine Hill. 
• This took them through the Roman Forum which was the 

heart of Rome. 
• During this, they whipped spectators with leather strips to 

either grant fertility or ease the pains of childbirth.
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6.5 – The Saturnalia Origins 

What god does the 
festival celebrate?

The festival was held in honour of Saturn, god of sowing 
and the seed.

What did the festival 
celebrate?

• The end of the winter sowing.
• The coming of new light, re-birth and the promise of a 

positive future, since it was held at the beginning of the 
Winter Solstice. 

• The hope of a return to the Golden Age, which was a 
period when men and god lived together in prosperity 
as equals. 

When was the 
Saturnalia held?

• Every year on 17th – 23rd December. 
• This is the time when days start to become lighter, 

linking to the hope of a positive future.

6.6 – The Saturnalia Popularity 

Why was the Saturnalia a 
popular festival?

• Everyone could take part
• Gift-giving was a fun and unique aspect of the 

festival
• There was no expense to families as the Senate 

paid for the feast
• Promoted equality

What did the Saturnalia 
symbolise?

It symbolised the hope of a return to the Golden Age –
many wanted to live in a state with prosperity, where 
they were equal to the gods.

6.6 – The Saturnalia Programme

What is known about 
the programme of 
the festival?

• Little is known about the popular festival because it 
has been documented poorly. 

• A sacrifice took place on the first day.
• All business was suspended and the period 

was declared a national holiday so 
everyone could participate. 

Why was the 
Saturnalia unique?

• All levels of society too part in this festival, including 
women and slaves. 

• This was important for these groups as they had 
limited religious participation. 

• Slaves were equal to their masters for the duration 
of this period and everyone would wear party dress 
after removing their togas. 
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6.7 – The Saturnalia Officials & Sacrifice 

Where was the Temple of Saturn?
• The Temple of Saturn was dedicated in 497 BC 
• It stood in the Roman Forum. 

Who was the religious official of the temple and 
why??

• The priests of this temple acted as the religious officials for the duration of the celebrations. 
• This allowed them to lead the public sacrifice and help fund the public feast. 

What did the priest do during the festival?
The priest took part in the sacrifice with his head uncovered, alluding to the relationship between Saturn and 
Cronus. 

Why was this ritual unique? This was a unique aspect of the festival since Roman priests always had their heads covered as a sign of respect.

6.8 – The Lupercalia Feasting 

Who paid for the public 
feast?

• The Senate paid for the feast.
• Everyone in Rome had the right to participate in this. 
• Given that all levels of society took part, this would have 

been incredibly expensive, especially since this could last 
for several days. 

What was placed at the 
end of the banquet table?

A statue of Saturn to signify his presence at the festival. 

What happened at home 
during the festival?

• In the home, slaves and masters were equal. 
• Men would wear the pileus as a symbol of their freedom 

within the home whilst masters removed their togas in 
exchange for party dress.

• Families would give gifts to one another and this became 
incorporated into the Christian celebration of Christmas.
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6.1 – Centauromachy

What is the myth of the Lapiths and the 
Centaurs?

• The Lapiths were ruled by Ixion. Ixion was invited to Olympus 
by Zeus, where he took a liking to Hera. 

• Zeus attempted to trick Ixion and made an image of Hera out 
of clouds. 

• Ixion coupled with the cloud and the next rains to fall gave 
birth to the Centaurs who were savage beings.

What was the battle between the Lapiths
and the Centaurs?

• The battle is called The Centauromachy 
• The battle between the Centaurs and Lapiths took place at 

the wedding of king Pirithous, son of Ixion. 
• Theseus (the Athenian hero) killed or chased  off all of the 

Centaurs at the wedding. 

What is the importance of the story?

• The story came to represent civilisation triumphing over 
barbarism. 

• The Lapiths were shown to be highly intelligent as they had 
the knowledge of how to conduct themselves through 
drinking diluted wine. 

What is the myths relation to Athens?

• This myth became a symbol of the Greek victory over the 
Persians after the Acropolis was sacked in 480 BC. 

• When the Parthenon was rebuilt in 449 BC, this became a 
representation of Athens’ strength and courage and showed  
that they would never give up. 

Which temple is the Centuromachy
depicted on? 

The Parthenon – 34 metopes

Article 7: Your right to a name and nationality.

Key vocabulary
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Thessaly, northern Greece
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a horse.
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and the Lapiths
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y Mythic battle between the Greeks and 

Amazons 
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6.2 – Amazonomachy

Who were the Amazons?

• The Amazons were a mythical race of women who came from 
Asia Minor. 

• They did not have relationships with men except for when they 
wanted children. 

• If she gave birth to a son, the baby was killed but if it was a girl, 
she would be raised by her mother to become an Amazon. 

• They always sided against the Greeks. 

What was the battle between the 
Greeks and the Amazons?

• Between Heracles and Hippolyte, the Amazonian Queen, during 
his ninth labour, when he killed her 

• Heracles brought back an Amazonian bride for Theseus as a gift. 
The Amazons were enraged and declared war on Athens (Attic 
War)

• They fought on the side of the Trojans during the Trojan War, 
when Achilles killed their queen 

What did the battles represent?
These battles came to represent Greece’s triumph over foreign 
people who were considered to be barbaric savages, not intelligent 
individuals 

Which temple is the 
Amazonomachy represented and 
why?

• The Temple of Apollo at Bassae was dedicated to Apollo 
Epikourios, ‘the helper,’ because of the help he provided during a 
plague. 

• This was unique because the Amazonomachy ran around the 
inside of the temple’s naos, suggesting that it was a votive 
offering to the deity. 

Article 7: Your 

right to a name 

and nationality.

Key vocabulary

M
e

to
p

e Squares of marble showing a scene, normally 
on a temple 

P
e

rs
ia Empire based in modern day Iran, foreign 

enemy of Greece

Fr
ie

ze Continuous sculpted scene 

6.3 – Aims of Sculptor

What were the 
aims of the 
sculptors?

• Create a scene that could be easily 
recognised 

• Create a scene of realism 
• Fill the space so as to not leave any 

blank spaces

*(Use these three points to analyse 
whether a sculptor has been successful 
or not)
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6.4 – Augustus

Who is Augustus?

• Augustus was born in 63 BC.
• Augustus was born Gaius Octavius Thurinus and only acquired the name 

Augustus in 27 BC. 
• He was the first emperor of Rome.

Why was Augustus’ name 
changed?

• This name was given to him by the Senate after the Battle of Actium. 
• It means to increase/enrich/praise and has links with the practice of augury so 

shows him as a great moral and religious leader.

Who was Julius Caesar?
• Augustus’ great uncle, Julius Caesar, was assassinated by Brutus and Cassius 

after he named himself ‘Dictator in Perpetuity’.
• Caesar’s will named Augustus as his heir.

How did Augustus become 
the first emperor of Rome?

• The Senate asked Augustus, then Octavian, to fight against Mark Antony who 
attempted to control Rome with Caesar’s army. 

• Augustus won the battle for the Senate and demanded to be made consul but 
when they refused, he marched on Rome with his army. 

• He named Brutus and Cassius as enemies of the state. 
• With Mark Antony and Lepidus, Augustus formed the Second Triumvirate and 

as part of this, they set out to defeat Brutus and Cassius. 
• This was achieved at the Battle of Philippi. 
• Antony and Augustus had a tense relationship as they fought for power in 

Rome. 
• When Antony moved to Egypt to live with Cleopatra, Augustus seized his will 

from the Temple of Vesta which led to the Battle of Actium in 31 BC.

Key vocabulary
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l The most important public official in 
Rome after the emperor; two consuls 
were elected annually 

H
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ia A Roman province covering the area of 
Spain 

G
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l A Roman province covering the area of 
France
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lic A government in which citizens elected 
representatives to rule on their behalf
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C
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u
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M
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u
s (Field of Mars) - It was a floodplain of the 

Tiber river, the site of the altar of Mars 
and the temple of Apollo.
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6.5 – Aims of Augustan Architecture

What were the aims of Augustan 
architecture?

• Recreate the Golden Age of Architecture through imitating fifth 
century BC Greek style

• Show the Pax Romana – Peace of Rome
• Show the Pax Deoum – Peace of the Gods
• Promote himself and his family, by making links to the gods and 

his heirs

6.6 – The statue of Prima Porta

Who was the Prima Porta 
dedicated to?

• This was dedicated to commemorate the retrieval of the 
Parthian Standards in 20 BC. 

• The marble copy was found in Livia’s private villa in Prima Porta. 

What was the statue of Prima 
Porta based on?

• This was based on the Doryphorus statue which was popularised 
by Polycleitus.

• It showed the depiction of an ideal man. 

What is the significance of the 
statue?

• His right arm is raised in the pose of a general or emperor –
adlocutio – showing his authrotiy and leadership. 

• The breastplate shows his role as a soldier. It contains images of 
the gods, including his patron deity Apollo. 

• The centre of the breastplate shows the return of the standards.
• Cupid is seen riding a dolphin, stressing his divine lineage to 

Venus.
• He is barefoot – the human embodiment of pietas (only gods and 

demi-gods would be depicted bare foot). 
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6.7 – Ara Pacis

Who was the Ara Pacis commissioned by? Commissioned by the Senate in 13 BC to mark the return of Augustus from Hispania and Gaul. 

What was the significance of the Ara Pacis?
• This was an Altar of Peace and was made from marble. 
• It stood in the Campus Martius, which would have received a high volume of foot-traffic
• It would have been seen by every Roman citizen. 

What is depicted on the Ara Pacis?

• The lower half is decorated by a band of flowers, which alluded to fertility and natural bounty.
• Aeneas is showed sacrificing to the household gods of Troy, with a boy who perhaps represents 

Ascanius.
• Romulus and Remus are shown to be suckled by the she-wolf
• Roma sits on a pile of armour. Emphasising the link between war and peace.
• The Tellus Panel could perhaps show Tellus, Venus Gentrix, Ceres or Pax.
• The upper portion depicts and idealised religious procession with members of Augustus family. He 

wears civic dress showing him as a moral leader.
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7.1 – Greece Funerary Customs 

How did the Greeks prepare 
the body for burial?

• Once the person had died, their eyes and mouth were closed and their body 
would be washed, perfumed and dressed in a long white shroud.

• A coin was placed on their mouth as payment to Charon.

What was the prothesis?

• The body was laid out for two days and allowed friends and family to pay their 
respects. 

• A bowl of water was paced outside the home to remove any pollution. 
• The women would lament by cutting their hair, dressing in black clothing, 

wailing by the deceased and beating their chests and flailing their arms.

What was the funerary 
procession?

• The ekphora took place on the third day. 
• This was the funeral procession from the home to the burial ground. 
• Wealthier families could pay for a wagon or have pallbearers carry the dead. 
• This included women, children and men.

What happened during the 
burial of the body?

• The body was buried outside the city to remove pollution and prevent the 
spread of disease. 

• In Athens, the main burial ground was in Kerameikos. 
• The body could either be buried or cremated. 
• Funerary gifts would be added to the grave to help the dead on their journey to 

the Underworld – this could have been an object of importance or food. 

Who had stele’s on their burial 
site?

Stele were set up by wealthier families and showed their wealth as well as respect 
to the dead. 

What gods were honoured
during a sacrifice?

• A sacrifice was held in honour of Hades and Persephone. 
• The blood of the animal was released on earth as an offering to the deities and 

this was different from an everyday sacrifice.

How long was the mourning 
period for?

The family were obliged to mourn for a period of thirty days and had to visit the 
dead on the third, ninth and thirteenth day after burial. 

Article 14: Your right to follow your own religion.

Key vocabulary

P
ro

th
es

is During the preparation of the body in the 
Greek world, the deceased would be laid 
out for two days to receive mourners.

La
m

en
t A passionate expression of grief or 

sorrow.

Ek
p

h
o

ra The funeral procession in ancient 
Greece.

K
er
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ei

ko
s An area of Athens that included the main 

burial ground outside the city.

St
e

le An area of Athens that included the main 
burial ground outside the city.

A
n

th
es

te
ri

a A Greek festival to Dionysus and the 
dead held over three days in late January 
or early February.

G
en

es
is A Greek festival to the dead ancestors 

celebrated in late September.
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7.3 – Anthesteria

When did the Anthesteria
take place?

Took place in late January and lasted for three days. 

What did it celebrate?

• It celebrated the maturing of wine.
• It was held in honour of Dionysus.
• The dead rose from the Underworld and roamed Earth 

whilst libations were poured and drinking games were held. 
• Offerings would be made to Hermes, a chthonic deity. 

Article 14: Your right to follow your own religion.

7.4 – Genesia
When did the Genesia
take place?

Took place in late September. 

What did it celebrate?
• It was when the graves of the deceased would be 

decorated. 
• Blood sacrifice was honoured to the dead ancestors.

7.2 – Burials

Why were burials 
important to the Romans 
and the Greeks?

• Maintaining the memory of their ancestors was important 
to the Greeks and Romans. 

• It was their duty to ensure that the memory of their dead 
ancestors was maintained after their death 

• Their legacy continued and for this reason they decorated 
their graves and made offerings.
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7.5 – Roman Funerary Customs 

What did the Romans do when 
someone died?

• Just before death, the Romans would attempt to capture the last 
breath of the person with a kiss and would call out the name after. 

• The body was washed, perfumed and dressed in the person’s most 
finest clothes.

• A coin was placed over the mouth

Where would wealthier 
families place the body?

• Wealthier families would place the body in the atrium for eight days, 
allowing friends and family to pay their respects. 

• The women lamented during this time.

How long did the funeral last? The funeral took place after eight days of mourning.

What was included in the 
funerary procession?

• It involved flute players, family members, slaves and freedmen. 
• The family would wear wax funerary masks to symbolise the 

acceptance of the dead into the afterlife. 
• Wealthier families could pay for professional mourners or actors to 

mimic the dead as they were in life. 

Where would the Romans 
build their tombs?

• The Romans built their tombs along roads that ran into a town to 
ensure that they would be remembered. 

• The wealthiest families would place their dead in sarcophagi which 
were carved with relief sculpture.

What would be placed in a 
home after the burial?

• A marble bust would be made and placed into the home and families 
believed that these turned into Manes. 

• They needed to be fed and so families left food and wine offerings at 
their tombs.

Article 14: Your 

right to follow 

your own religion.

Key vocabulary
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The main room pf the Roman domus 
where the family received friends and 
clients.

M
an

es

Meaning ‘the deified ancestors’, these 
were the spirits of the dead in the 
Roman world.
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s A sarcophagus is a stone coffin or a 

container to hold a coffin. It was often 
made of marble with a relief. 
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n
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ry
 

m
as

ks

A mask made by placing wax on the 
deceased face to take their image. When 
it was dry it was removed and stored in 
the family shrine.
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7.6 – Wealth and Status in Rome

What type of families 
invested greatly in 
funerals?

• Wealthy families invested greatly in funerals for the 
dead. 

• The majority of Rome’s population was working class.
• People did not always have the means to pay for 

funerals

Article 14: Your right to follow your own religion.

7.7 – Roman Funeral Clubs

Who was part of the 
funeral club?

The less wealthy in Rome. 

What is the funeral 
club?

The less wealthy would pay a monthly fee to join the 
club, giving them the opportunity to develop 
connections.

What is a guild?
People working in the same trade would set up their own 
funeral clubs i.e. the blacksmith’s guild/ a baker’s club 

What was the 
significance of the 
funeral club?

When a member died, the club would pay for a funeral 
and provide mourners to ensure that they were not 
forgotten.

What did larger clubs/ 
guilds have?

Some larger clubs had a club tomb, allowing them to be 
buried together.

7.8 – Parentalia

When did the 
Parentalia take place?

Took place between the 13th and 21st of February. 

What did the festival 
entail?

• The Vestal Virgins conducted a sacrifice on the 
first day but it was mainly a domestic festival. 

• On the ninth day, a meal was shared in the home.

7.9 – Lemuria

When did the Lemuria 
take place?

Held on the 9th, 11th and 13th May. 

What did the festival 
entail?

• It was aimed at warding off evil spirits. 
• This was done by the head of the household 

making the mano fica with his fists, throwing 
black beans and clanging pots and pans together. 

• This was believed to have been introduced by 
Romulus to appease the spirit of his twin brother 
Remus, who he had killed. 
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8.1 – The Underworld

What was the Underworld?
Home of Hades and Persephone who were responsible for the 
dead. 

Which gods were able to enter the 
Underworld?

• Hades and Persephone
• Hermes and Dionysus were chthonic deities so could enter 

this realm. 

Article 14: Your right to follow your own religion.

Key vocabulary

O
ra
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tr

ad
it

io
n The passing on of information by word of 

mouth rather than the written word.

M
u

se

Nine sister goddesses who preceded 
over various arts.

Ta
en

ar
u

s The traditional entrance to the 
underworld in the south of the 
Peloponnese.

8.2 – Homeric Hymn to Demeter (Attributed to Homer)

What was the Underworld?

• Persephone was abducted by Hades whilst playing with the 
Oceanids. 

• Zeus had given Hades permission to marry his daughter but 
he seized her against her will, taking her to the Underworld 
in his chariot. 

• Helios saw the abduction and Hecate heard her screams 
but they only approached Demeter after her nine days of 
searching. 

• Helios said that she should be proud to have Hades as a 
son-in-law as he holds a great amount of power. 

• Demeter, however, was enraged and left Olympus, making 
her way to Eleusis where she mourned under an olive tree 
disguised as an old woman. 

• Hermes informed Hades that he needed to release 
Persephone, however, he had fed her six pomegranate 
seeds, thus tying her to the Underworld.

• This became the aetiology of the seasons (Earth was happy 
when Persephone was reunited for 2/3 of the year so 
flowers blossomed)
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8.3 – Orpheus and Eurydice (Ovid, 8 AD)

What happened in 
the story Orpheus 
and Eurydice?

• Hymen was the priest who was due to marry 
Orpheus and Eurydice. 

• On their wedding day, Eurydice was bitten by a 
poisonous snake and killed by the venom.

• Orpheus was overcome by grief and wished to 
retrieve her from the Underworld. 

• He played his lyre in order to appeal to Pluto and 
Prosperina, and this reduced everything in the 
Underworld to tears. 

• He stated that it was not fair that she had died 
before her time and that she should be allowed to 
return to Earth as she would be returned to the 
Underworld when it was more appropriate for her 
to do so. 

• He agreed on the basis that as they were leaving, he 
would not be allowed to look back to see whether 
she was behind him. 

• He did look back and she was pulled into the 
Underworld.

Article 14: Your right to follow your own religion.

8.4 – Key individuals 

Demeter
Goddess of the harvest, sister of Poseidon, Hades, and Zeus, mother 
of Persephone. She is given the epithet of the lovely hair

Persephone Daughter of Demeter. She is given the epithet of the slender ankles

Hades
Brother of Poseidon, Zeus and Demeter. In the Hymn he is rarely 
called Hades, instead he has other epithets, which include God Who 
Receives So Many, The Ruler of Many, and Receiver of Many

Zeus
Brother of Demeter, Poseidon and Hades. In the hymn he is also 
referred to as Son of Cronus. He has epithets loud thundering and 
far seeing

Daughters of 
Oceanus

Daughters of Oceanus, god of fresh water

Hermes Son of Zeus. Also referred to as the Slayer of Argos 

Hecate Goddess of magic, witchcraft and the night

Helios God of the Sun. he pulled the sun across the sky with his chariot 

Hymen God of weddings

Orpheus Thracian musician and poet

Eurydice Wife of Orpheus 

Proserpina Queen of the underworld, daughter of Ceres and wife of Pluto

Pluto
King of the underworld, husband of Proserpina. He was also called 
the lord of shadows  


