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GCSE Drama

Component 1: Devising

edexcel

Non-examination assessment 40% of the qualification — 60 marks

Assessment objectives

e Create and develop a devised piece from a stimulus

e Performance of this devised piece or design realisation for this
performance.

e Analyse and evaluate the devising process and performance.
e Performer or designer routes available.

AO1

Create and develop ideas to
communicate meaning for theatrical
performance.

Component 2: Performance From Text

Non-examination assessment 20% of the qualification — 48 marks

AO2

Apply theatrical skills to realise artistic
intentions in live
performance.

e Students will either perform in and/or design for two key extracts
from a performance text.

AO3

Demonstrate knowledge and
understanding of how drama and
theatre is developed and performed.

Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice

AO4

Analyse and evaluate their own work
and the work of others.

Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 40% of the qualification — 60
marks

® Practical exploration and study of one complete performance text.
® Choice of 12 performance texts.
® Live theatre evaluation

Article 12: Your right to say what you
think should happen and be listened to.
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What makes a successful
freeze frame?

edexcel

Keep still

Clear facial expressions
Clear body language
levels

What makes a good thought
track?

In 15t person

What information do you
need to have before
improvising a scene?

You can improvise with very
little information but it is
useful to know:

Who the characters are
Where the scene takes place
What the dramatic conflict is

How could you make it clear
to the audience you are using
a flashback?

Use a freeze frame
Use narration

Repeat a movement
Walk slowly backwards

Key Vocabulary
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S Narration is a technique whereby one
= or more performers speak directly to the audience
E to tell a story
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g + g a key moment in a scene or improvisation

How can you “mark a
moment” in a scene?

Freeze frame and thought
track

Article 28: Your right to learn and go to school.
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Konstantin Stanislavski |

What is a Theatre Practitioner? Some one who creates a particular
Key Vocabulary style of theatre
What style of theatre is Stanislavski .
L ¥ A character is questioned by the group a practitioner of? Naturalism
2% about his or her background, behaviour
] and motivation.
— Where and when was Stanislavski .
S® To visually map out a character's born? Russia in the 19 Century
o 5 emotions and actions on to an outline of i
o < a person.
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c 2 of the audience can stop the What are ‘given circumstances’? The facts of the script.
s performance and suggest improvements
N The aims of the character in the
9 What are objectives?
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b Using voices to create a location or
S - The characters aim for the whole
= atmosphere What are super objectives? olay
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S Annotating your script and giving your scene
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. e true meaning hidden with a
< What is subtext . &
line of text
°E’ Acti hi hvsicall The actor asking, An imaginary
= cting something out physically wall created by the actor to hel
= What is the ‘Fourth Wall’? Y . P
them perform naturalistically.
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g g Cutting back and forth between two
S i (52 Borenwm . .
o3 different scenes. ”"9*"‘ Article 29: Your right to become the best that you can be
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Key vocabulary
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The genre of the performance
refers to the type of story being

Style and Form

What are some of the
features of naturalism?

Realistic acting
Realistic dialogue
Not talking to the audience (Fourth wall)

What are some of the
features of Brechtian
Theatre?

Talking to the audience - Breaking the fourth wall
A political message

What are some examples
of form?

Mime
Physical Theatre

What does a linear
structure mean?

Running scenes in a chronological order

What does a non-linear
structure mean?

A play that moves about in time

Why might you use a non-
linear structure?

If you’re creating work in the style of Brecht
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E told. For example: drama or
v comedy.
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Article 13: Your right to have information.
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DNA Dennis Kelly

What is DNA about?

A teenage gang think they've killed a school boy in a bullying
incident.

What are the main themes of DNA?

Bullying
Gangs
The good of the group vs the individual

What is Phil like?

Very clever
A leader

What is Leah like?

Insecure
Talkative

What are Phil and Leah like together?

It seems to be a one sided relationship. Leah does all the talking and Phil just
eats

Who are Mark and Jan?

They are the youngest of the group
They act as a chorus

How could you play Leah using performance skills?

Lots of sudden movements
Raising your voice
Using all the stage space

How could you play Phil using performance skills?

Lots of eye contact
Standing with straight posture
Standing above everyone else

Who has the lowest status in DNA?

Brian
Adam
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e Article 6: You have the right to life and to be healthy.
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Vocal Skills Physical Skills
@ The type of emotion expressed by the voice o Certain body positions that show something
2 3 S about how you are feeling
O o
0 c
g How fast or slow you talk =
(C
e g Using your face to show your emotion.
< How high or low the voice sounds .‘_g @ Frowning, smiling, rolling your eyes etc.
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2 Using silence to make an impact S The distance between characters tells us
3 £ something about their relationship
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K Stressing a certain word
@ o An action you do with your hands as a signal,
s § to express an idea or communicate meaning.
uE_I g A wave, a click, thumbs up, pointing, etc.
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How loudly or quietly you are speaking.
g yora vy P g - The way in which a character walks
S 8
c The pronunciation of words (i.e.
o - “s’) - this mi g H tands: E ight or slouched
P pronouncing all of your ‘t’s’) - this might g OW a person stands: E.g. upright or siouche
-3 give an indication of where you are from or g
S your social class. o
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= The way you pronounce language based on
§ where you are from. Using different height to show who has the
< < most power
3
@- Article 6: You have the right to life and to be healthy.
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Article 31: You have the right to play edexcel

and relax.
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Staging

Proscenium arch (end on) A stage where the audience sits on one side only.

Thrust A thrust or open stage is one that juts out from a back wall so that an

audience sits or stands on three sides.

Traverse A traverse stage has a long central acting area and the audience sits on the

two sides; on either side of the stage facing each other.

In the round An in-the-round stage is positioned at the centre of the audience - ie the

audience is around the whole stage.

Promenade In a promenade performance, the audience does not sit down. Rather, the
performers work in different parts of the performance space and the audience

moves around to see what is being presented.
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Staging

What are the stage positions?
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What are the Wings?

The areas at the sides of the stage unseen by the audience

What are Drapes?

Stage curtains

What is a Truck?

Pieces of scenery on wheels for ease of movement.

What is the Set?

The arrangement of scenery and objects to represent the location the scene is located.

What is a Backdrop?

A painted piece of material which is hung behind the stage as part of the scenery.

What are Props?

Any moveable item used on the set of a play or handled by an actor.

Article 29: Your right to become the best that you can be.
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Lighting

Flood A lantern without a lens that produces a
broad non-variable spread of light.

FX Abbreviation for Effect, usually referring
to Sound Effects, but can also mean
special stage effects.

Gel Film placed in front of a lantern to
change the colour of the beam.

Gobo (barn Thin metal place cut out in a pattern and

doors) placed in a lantern to project pattern or
shape onto the acting space.

Intensity How bright or dim the lighting is

Lamp The ‘lightbulb’ used in a lantern

Lantern General term for unit of lighting
equipment including spotlight and flood
light.

Wash A word to describe a general lighting
state to fill the whole space.

edexcel

What is the purpose of lighting
design?

To illuminate the actors
To create a mood

What lighting would you use to
focus on an individual?

A spotlight

How can you create different moods?

Use different coloured gels

What colours would be appropriate
for DNA?

Red to represent blood
Green to represent the wood

How could you use a Gobo in DNA?

To create the sunlight shining
through the leaves

Key websites for further study

Lighting Design for 'DNA' by Dennis Kelly by

Jordan Edwards (prezi.com)

Article 17: Your right to honest information from
newspapers and television that you can understand.



https://prezi.com/3udcpbhqytvo/lighting-design-for-dna-by-dennis-kelly/
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Costume
Garment An item of clothing (skirt, trousers,
jumper etc.)
Fabric What material the item is made from
Fit Baggy, fitted, tight oversized etc.
Shape A fitted corset, flared jeans etc.
Semiotics The use of a garment as a sign or
symbol
Style What type of fashion is it in relation to a
time period
Accessory An item that is added to an outfiti.e.

gloves, jewellery, a bag etc.
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S Article 28:Your right to learn and go to school.
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What is the purpose of costume To tell you details about the
design? characters?

Why does a costume designer need
to think about fabric? This will affect movement

What can the colour of the costume | A red t-shirt might be symbolising

be used as a symbol? anger or love.
Sound
Amplifier A piece of sound equipment used to increase

the volume of sound.

Cue Indications in the script for a sound to change/
come on.

Fade To increase (fade up), decrease (fade down) or
eliminate (fade out) gradually the volume of a
sound.




