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Key vocabulary

In
fe

re
n

ce

From 
Latin inferre "bring into, 
carry in; deduce, infer, 
conclude, draw an 
inference; bring 
against".

A conclusion reached 
on the basis of evidence 
and reasoning.

A
n

al
ys

is From 
Greek analysis "solution 
of a problem by 
analysis".

Detailed examination of 
the elements or 
structure of something.

Ev
al

u
at

io
n from Latin valere "be 

strong, be well; be of 
value, be worth".

The making of a 
judgement about the 
amount, number, or 
value of something; 
assessment.

St
ru

ct
u

re

Latin structura "arrange
ment, order".

The arrangement of and 
relations between the 
parts or elements of 
something complex.

Im
p

lic
it

from Latin implicitus, 
later variant 
of implicatus "entangle
d, confused, involved".

Suggested though not 
directly expressed.

Ex
p

lic
it

From 
Latin explicitus "unobstr
ucted".

Stated clearly and in 
detail, leaving no room 
for confusion or doubt.

English

The questions
What are the requirements in 
question one?
(4 marks)

This is a comprehension question and will ask you to find four facts in a specified part 
of the text:

• Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas.
• Select and synthesise evidence from different texts.

What are the requirements 
in question two?
(8 marks)

This question will ask you for close analysis on how language is used in a short extract:

• Identify language devices and sentence forms
• Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language to achieve effects and 

influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views.
• Use PETAL (Point, Evidence, Technique, Analysis of effect, Link to question)
• Two paragraphs is enough for this question.

What are the requirements 
in question three?
(8 marks)

This question will ask you for close analysis on how structure is used in the whole text:

• Identify structural devices and sentence forms.
• Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use structure to achieve effects and 

influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views.
• Work your way through the text (beginning, middle, end)
• Identify structural features and explain why the text is ordered as it is and how 

perspectives change.

What are the requirements 
in question four?
(20 marks)

This question invites you to critically evaluate a part of the text. You will be given a 
statement like: “A student reading this text said that: they felt like they were there the 
writer really brought the characters to life the writer created a haunting atmosphere 
humour really enhanced the characters”

• Your job is to agree with the statement and to explain exactly why this is the case. 
You are basically being asked “How are characters brought to life? Or how does 
the writer create a powerful atmosphere?"

• Use PETAL (Point 'I agree that the write…. because at the beginning of the extract 
s/he…', Evidence, Technique, Analysis of effect, Link to question)

• And make sure you focus on the part of the text specified. Aim to write at least 
3PETAL paragraphs focusing on the beginning, middle and end of the extract.
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Key vocabulary

A
lli

te
ra

ti
o

n From Latin alliterare "to begin 
with the same letter".

The occurrence of the same letter 
or sound at the beginning of 
adjacent or closely connected 
words.

Si
m

ile

From Latin simile "a like thing; a 
comparison, likeness, parallel".

Afigure of speech involving the 
comparison of one thing with 
another thing of a different kind, 
used to make a description more 
emphatic or vivid (e.g. as brave as 
a lion ).

M
e

ta
p

h
o

r From Greek metaphora "a 
transfer".

A figure of speech in which a word 
or phrase is applied to an object 
or action to which it is not literally 
applicable.

A
n

ap
h

o
ra

From 
Greek anaphora "reference," 
literally "a carrying back".

Anaphora is the repetition of 
words or phrases in a group of 
sentences, clauses, or poetic 
lines.

O
n

o
m

at
o

p
o

e
ia From Greek onomatopoiia "the 

making of a name or word" (in 
imitation of a sound associated 
with the thing being named).

The formation of a word from a 
sound associated with what is 
named

P
e

rs
o

n
if

ic
at

io
n Sense of "embodiment of a 

quality in a person" is attested 
from 1807.

The attribution of a personal 
nature or human characteristics 
to something non-human, or the 
representation of an abstract 
quality in human form.

English

The questions

What are the requirements in 
question 5?
(40 marks)
24 marks for content and 
organisation 
16 marks for technical accuracy

You will have a choice of 2 possible tasks. You only need to 
complete 1. There will be a picture stimulus with a task and 
another option of a descriptive or narrative task.

Allow 5- 10 minutes for planning, 10 minutes for proofreading 
and 30- 35 minutes for writing.

Descriptive writing: 5 senses, create a picture in the reader’s 
mind.
Narrative writing: tell a story.

What are the requirements of AO5 
and AO6?

• Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, 
selecting and adapting tone, style and register for different 
forms, purposes and audiences. Organise information and 
ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support 
coherence and cohesion of texts.

• Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence 
structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate 
spelling and punctuation. (This requirement must 
constitute 20% of the marks for each specification as a 
whole).

What constitutes a top-level answer? • Communication is convincing and compelling
• Tone, style and register are assuredly matched to purpose 

and audience
• Extensive and ambitious vocabulary with sustained crafting 

of linguistic devices Organisation 
• Varied and inventive use of structural features
• Writing is compelling, incorporating a range of convincing 

and complex ideas 
• Fluently linked paragraphs with seamlessly integrated 

discourse markers

Article 28: Your right to learn and go to school.
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Key vocabulary

C
o

n
tr

as
t

Latin *contrastare "to 
stand opposed to, 
withstand," contra "aga
inst"

Contrast is when two or more 
different or oppositional 
‘things’ are deliberately 
placed to highlight their 
differences.

P
e

rs
u

ad
e Latin persuadere "to 

bring over by talking,"
Refers to the ability of 
someone or something to 
make you support or believe 
in something.

Sy
n

th
e

si
se

Latin synthesis "collecti
on, set, suit of clothes, 
composition (of a 
medication)," from 
Greek synthesis "comp
osition, a putting 
together,"

To combine separate 
elements and make them 
whole in order to make a 
point.

P
e

rc
e

p
ti

ve Latin percept-, past-
participle stem 
of percipere

Displaying the ability to 
notice and understand things 
that may not be obvious.

Su
m

m
ar

is
e Latin summarius "of or 

pertaining to the sum 
or substance," from 
Latin summa "whole, 
totality, gist"

To express the most 
important facts or ideas 
about something or someone 
in a short and clear form.

A
b

st
ra

ct

Latin abstractus "draw
n away," past participle 
of abstrahere "to drag 
away, detach, pull 
away, divert;"

Relating to or involving 
general ideas or qualities 
rather than specific people, 
objects, or actions. Also 
refers to things you can't 
experience with your 5 
senses.

English

The questions
What are the 
requirements in 
question one?
(4 marks)

This is a comprehension question and will ask you to select four statements that are true 
out of a possible eight answers. This questions tests your ability to retrieve explicit (and 
sometimes implicit) information from a text.

• Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas.
• Select and synthesise evidence from different texts.

What are the 
requirements 
in question two?
(8 marks)

This question will ask you to refer to a particular element of both sources in order to 
write a summary about your understanding of a particular point. You should:

• Identify and interpret explicit and implicit ideas
• Select and synthesise information from both texts.
• Demonstrate perceptive and detailed interpretation of the text.
• Make use of references and textual detail in your answer.

What are the 
requirements 
in question three?
(12 marks)

Analyse and explain how the writer uses language to influence the reader. You must 
select information from the text and discuss:

• Pick out words/phrases/language features to support your point.
• Analyse the effects of the writer's choice language.
• Comment on how the writer's choices influence the reader.
• Show a clear and detailed understanding of language terminology.

What are the 
requirements 
in question four?
(16 marks)

This questions asks you to refer to the whole of Source A together with the whole 
of Source B and compare a particular element that they both share: e.g "Compare how 
the writers convey their different perspectives and feelings about their experiences..."

• Read both sources and pick out the element that relates to the question which you 
will use in your reply.

• Show a detailed understanding of the ideas and perspectives presented by each 
writer.

• Use a variety of quotes for reference in your answer in order to support the point that 
you are making.

• Make sure you focus on the part of the text specified. Aim to write at least 3 PETAL 
paragraphs focusing on the beginning, middle and end of the text.

Article 28: Your right to learn and go to school.
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Key vocabulary

Em
o

ti
ve

 
La

n
gu

ag
e Latin emot-, past-participle stem 

of emovere "to move out, move 
away", Latin lingua "tongue," also 
"speech, language,"

Refers to word choices that are 
intended to get an emotional 
reaction or arouse an emotion from 
the reader/audience.

Se
m

an
ti

c 
Fi

e
ld

Greek sēmantikos "significant," Old 
English feld "plain, pasture, open 
land, cultivated land"

It is a term used to describe a group 
of words, all of which share a similar 
concept or meaning in the text.

P
e

rs
p

e
ct

iv
e

from Latin perspectus "clearly 
perceived,"

Paper 2 is called Viewpoints and 
Perspectives. The perspectives refer 
to how a viewpoint can change over 
time. So, you will need to identify 
how the viewpoint in one text has a 
different perspective to the other 
due to the time gap between them.

P
u

n

mid 17th century: perhaps an 
abbreviation of obsolete pundigrion, 
as a fanciful alteration of punctilio

A pun, also known as paronomasia, is 
a form of word play that exploits 
multiple meanings of a term. It is 
often used for humour because the 
same word can have different 
meanings.

Ir
o

n
ic

Late Latin ironicus, from 
Greek eironikos "dissembling, 
putting on a feigned ignorance,"

An unexpected result, often the 
opposite of what was expected to 
happen. For eg, it is sunny the whole 
week, and the one day that I chose 
for my party is the same say that we 
have a freak storm. How Ironic.

V
ie

w
p

o
in

t View from 1765 as "to regard in a 
certain way;" Latin pungere "to 
prick, pierce,"

Paper 2 is called Viewpoints 
and Perspectives. The Viewpoint is 
the idea, point of view, feeling, 
presented by the writer of the 
extract.

English

The questions

What are the 
requirements 
for Question 5?

There is one question for you to answer. It comprises a statement 
followed by the task which involves you writing an opinion-based 
response. For example:
‘People protest about the cruelty of keeping animals in captivity, 
but they seem happy enough to eat meat, keep pets and visit 
zoos. All animals should be free!’ 
• Write an article for a magazine in which you explain your point 

of view on this statement.
• Allow 5- 10 minutes for planning, 10 minutes for proofreading 

and 30- 35 minutes for writing.
• Marks:
• (24 marks for content and organisation 16 marks for technical 

accuracy) [40 marks in total]

What are the 
examiners 
looking for?

producing clear and coherent text:
•writing effectively for different purposes and audiences: to 
describe, narrate, explain, instruct, and argue; 
•selecting vocabulary, grammar, form, and structural and 
organisational features judiciously to reflect audience, purpose 
and context; 
•using language imaginatively and creatively; 
•using information provided by others to write in different forms;
• maintaining a consistent point of view; 
•maintaining coherence and consistency across a text

writing for impact:
•selecting, organising and emphasising facts, ideas and key points;
• citing evidence and quotation effectively and pertinently to 
support views; 
•creating emotional impact; 
•using language creatively, imaginatively and persuasively, 
including rhetorical devices (such as rhetorical questions, 
antithesis, parenthesis).

Article 28: Your right to learn and go to school.

English Language – Paper 2, Section B


