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Key vocabulary

Chromatic When the music uses notes that are outside the key. 
Chromatic chords are often used to bring 'colour' to the 
music.

Cadences Two chords that come at the end of a musical phrase or 
the end of a piece. The four types are:

Consonant When the harmony is pleasing.

Dissonant when the harmony is unpleasant and clashing

Imitative literally one instrument imitating another but not 
necessarily at the same pitch. Quite often imitation takes 
place when parts or instruments make an entry but then 
break off and do their own thing.

Canonic a particular type of imitation where parts or instruments 
where the imitation continues for the whole melody e.g. a 
round.

Antiphonal where the different instruments/voices have a musical 
conversation e.g. the strings play a passage then the 
woodwind play a passage etc.. This term was originally 
used in sacred music (i.e. of the church) where two choirs 
would answer each other from different sides of the 
church/cathedral.

GCSE Music

Key vocabulary

A
u

gm
e

n
t

at
io

n

Where the original rhythm of the melody or notes is doubled.

D
im

in
u

ti
o

n Where the original rhythm of the melody or notes is halved

C
ro

ss
 

R
h

yt
h

m
s When the rhythm cuts across the normal beats. In a 4/4 time 

signature where there is a whole bar of quavers but the ones that 
are strong are 1, 4 and 7 instead of 1, 3, 5, and 7.

Hemiola Where a melody/rhythm in 3 time changes for a short while to a feel 
of 2 time. This often occurs just before a cadence.

Syncopation Where the normally strength of the beat is lessened and the weaker 
beat is strengthened.

Diatonic When only the notes of the key are used and no extra sharps or flats 
are added in to the music.
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Key vocabulary

Strophic Form Shere the same music repeated for the verses of a song 
e.g. a hymn.

A Da Capo Aria a song found in Opera. It is basically an 'air' for a solo singer 
with orchestral accompaniment. It is in ternary form and at 
the end of the 'B' section are the letters D.C – meaning 
'from the head' i.e. from the beginning.

Anacrusis where there is an incomplete bar at the beginning. 
Commonly called an ‘upbeat’.

GCSE Music

Key vocabulary

C
o

n
 

So
rd

in
i (bowed strings) – an instruction to use their mutes which dulls the 

tone

Tr
e

m
o

l
an

d
o (bowed strings) – rapidly move the bow back and forth on the string 

(sounds shimmery)

Fa
ls

et
to where a man can use his head voice and sing high e.g. the Bee Gees

V
ib

ra
to

the use of a slight variation in pitch where the note pulsates a little. 
Many vocalists and instrumentalists use this technique to add 
warmth to the music but it is particularly used in Opera

So
n

at
a 

Fo
rm

is a large scale form and you will not have time to listen to a piece in 
this form!! BUT it is a very important form from the Classical era and 
has three sections: Exposition, Development and Recapitulation.

A
rc

h
-S

h
ap

e is quite simply ABCBA
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Article 5:

Learn how to use your rights as 

you grow up.



1.1 periods of Music

What are the 4 main periods of music 
and their dates?

• Baroque – 16000 –1750
• Classical 1750 – 1825
• Romantic – 1825 – 1900
• Modern 1900 - Present

What are the common features of 
baroque Music?

• Continuous driving rhythms in fast pieces.
• Long ornamented melodies.
• Clear contrast between loud and soft (‘terraced dynamics’).
• Emphasis on treble and bass in some pieces or contrapuntal textures in others.
• A fairly consistent mood throughout each individual movement.
• A harpsichord (which is part of the continuo) is often heard filling in the chords between treble and bass.
• Small orchestra of strings and oboes plus trumpets and drums in celebratory pieces.

What are the common features of 
Classical Music?

• Gradual changes (crescendo and diminuendo) as well as clear contrasts in dynamics.
• Homophonic textures (chordal or melody and accompaniment).
• Mainly simple harmonies but melodies may include chromatic decoration.
• Cadences at regular intervals clear phrases.
• Pairs of balanced phrases in which the second can give the impression of an answer to the first. • There are contrasts of mood within the same 

movement.
• The Piano replaces the harpsichord as the main keyboard instrument.
• Flutes, Clarinets and Horns start to appear regularly in medium sized orchestras.

What are the common features of 
Romantic Music?

• Music that tells a story or paints a picture become popular.
• Many pieces convey emotions, evoking subjects such as dreams, love and nature.
• Melodies are often memorable and feature an expressive and singing quality.
• Extremes in length and difficulty of pieces and in the range of dynamics used are common.
• Homophonic textures continue to predominate, often with denser accompaniments.
• Harmony is often complex, including chromatic chords and expressive dissonances.
• Most composers added very detailed performing directions to their scores
• The orchestra grew to its largest size typically 80 or more players.

What are the common features of 
Modern Music?

• Characterised by a diversity of styles (no one style predominates).
• Some composers used chords for ‘colour’ rather than to define keys and cadences.
• The increasing use of dissonance led some composers to reject the concept of tonality.
• Complex rhythms, angular melodies and unusual metres feature in some modern music.
• Rationalists continued to develop the symphony, concerto and string quartet.
• Some pieces were influenced by folk music, world music or jazz.
• Experimental works including music formed through chance and the use of extended instrumental techniques or electronically generated sounds.
• Repetitive motifs, layered textures and gentle diatonic dissonances of minimalism featured in much music since 1970s.
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Western Classical 

Traditions 1650-1900?
GCSE Music

Article 30:

Your right to use 

your own 

language.



Key vocabulary

D
yn

am
ic

s Greek word ”dynamis” (force, 
power)

How loud or quiet a piece 
of music is

Te
m

p
o Latin word ”tempus” (time) How fast or slow a piece of 

music is

A
rt

ic
u

la
ti

o
n Latin word "jointed" (divided 

into joints)
How the music is played
e.g. smoothly, detached

D
u

ra
ti

o
n Old French word “duracioun” 

(to harden)
How long or short the music 
is

Te
xt

u
re From Latin ”textura” (web, 

texture, structure)
How many sounds there are 
in the music
Thick or thin

P
it

ch

Old English ”pician”
(from the source of pitch)

How high or low the music is

St
ru

ct
u

re Latin word ”structura which 
means” (a fitting together, 
building)

How the piece of music is laid 
out

Ti
m

b
re Greek word “tympanon” 

(drum)
The different instrumental 
sounds

Music
1.2– Elements of music

What are the elements of music? 1. Articulation
2. Tempo
3. Dynamics
4. Duration
5. Texture
6. Pitch
7. Silence
8. Structure
9. Timbre

What do the elements of music do? They are the building bricks of all music 
without them music would not exist.

Article 12:

Your right to say what you think should 

happen and be listened to.

Area of Study 1 – Western Classical 
Traditions 1650-1900?



Music

1.2– Music Symbols

What are the different ornament 
symbols used in Music?

What are the different dynamic 
marking symbols used in music?

What are the different time 
signatures used in music?

How are triplets written out in 
music?

How are dotted rhythms written 
out?

1.2– Music Symbols (cont.)

How do you write the symbols for:
Sharps
Flats
Naturals

What is the symbol for a pause mark or 
Fermata?

What is the symbol for a repeat?

What is the symbol for a metronome 
mark?

What is the symbol for using a pedal in 
music?

Article 17:

Your right to honest information from newspapers and 

television that you can understand.



Music

1.2 – Treble clef and Keyboard skills

What is the Treble clef
(Draw a treble clef)
What is another name for the 
treble clef?

Clef that we tells use what the notes are 
on the stave.
G Clef

What are the set of five lines 
called that we write music on?

Stave

What is the order of notes on 
the keyboard?

What are the two rhymes to 
Rember the notes of the treble 
clef Lines and Spaces

Lines – Every Good Boy Deveres Fun

Spaces – FACE in the space

Which words are commonly 
used to remember the 7 letters 
of the musical alphabet

Chicken – Dog - Egg (CDE) Front –
Granny – Auntie – Back (FGAB)

Describe where your hands sit 
on the keyboard in order to 
play?

Right hand like a spider with your thumb 
sitting on C, your fingers then sit on one 
note each.
Thumb on C , Index finger on D, Middle 
finger on E

1.2 – Note names and Beats/ Values
What is the name for a note that 
lasts 4 beats?​

Semibreve​​

What is the name for a note that 
lasts 2 beats?​

Minim​

What is the name for a note that 
lasts 1 beat?​

Crotchet​

What is the name for a note that 
lasts ½ beat?​

Quaver

What is the name for a note that 
lasts ¼ beat?​

Semiquaver

What are the different notes used 
in music?

Article 5:

Learn how to use your rights as 

you grow up.

Area of Study 1 – Western 
Classical Traditions 1650-
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1.2 Dynamics, Tempo and 
Modes
1. What is the tempo for Heavy 

or serious
2. What is the tempo for slow
3. What is the tempo for 

moderate
4. What is the tempo for lively 

or cheerful
5. What is the tempo for fast
6. What is the tempo for slow 

and broad
7. What is the tempo for 

walking speed
8. What is the tempo for light-

hearted
9. What is the tempo for lively 

or full of life
10. What is the tempo for very 

fast

1. Grave
2. Lento
3. Moderato
4. Allegro
5. Presto
6. Largo
7. Andante
8. Allegretto
9. Vivace
10. prestissimo

1.2 Dynamics, Tempo and Modes

What are the main types 
of Time Sigatures?

Simple
Compound
Free
Irregular

What Does SATB stand 
for?

• Soprano
• Alto
• Tenor
• Bass

What are the two other 
voices?

• Baritone
• Falsetto

What inversions can only 
be perfect?

4th
5th
Octave

What are the names of 
the degrees of the scale?

Tonic – 1
Super tonic – 2
Mediant - 3
Sub-mediant – 4
Dominant – 5
Sub-mediant – 6
Leading note – 7
Tonic - 8

Area of Study 1 – Western 
Classical Traditions 1650-1900?GCSE Music

Article 27:

Your right to a good standard of living.



Key vocabulary

Fo
rt

e

Latin word ”fortis” 
(strong)

Loud or strong

M
e

zz
o

Latin word “medius” 
(medium)

Medium or half

P
ia

n
o

Italian word “piano” for 
the instrument: piano e 
forte, "soft and loud."

Soft or quiet

C
re

sc
e

n
d

o Latin word “crescendo” 
and ”crescere” (to 
increase, grow)

Gradually getting louder

D
im

in
u

en
d

o Latin word “deminuer” 
(lessening, diminishing)

Gradually getting quieter

Music
1.2 – Dynamic markings

What are dynamics used for? Use to change how loud or quite the music is.

What are the different dynamic 
markings and meanings?

Fortissimo
Forte
Mezzo Forte
Mezzo Piano
Piano
Pianissimo
Crescendo
Diminuendo or decrescendo

Article 30:

Your right to use your own language.

Area of Study 1 –
Western Classical 

Traditions 1650-1900?



Key vocabulary

A
n

d
an

te

Latin word “ambitus” 
(to go round, go 
about)

Walking speed

P
re

st
o

Latin word “praestus” 
(ready)

Very fast

La
rg

o

Latin word 
“ligare” (tie)

To lay smoothly

P
iz

zi
ca

to

Italian word 
“pizzicato” (plucked, 
to sting)

To pluck the strings and play 
detached

Te
n

u
to

Latin 
word ”tenere” (to 
hold)

To broaden out a note

Music

1.2– Tempo

What Does Tempo mean and how 
does it effect music?

1. H fast or slow a piece of music is.
2. Tells you haw fast to play a piece of music.

What are the different tempo 
markings?

Presto – Very Fast
Andante – Walking Speed

1.2 – Articulation markings
Name the different articulation 
markings?

• Largo - play smoothly
• Pizzicato – plucking the stings and making it 

sound detached
• Tenuto – broadens out a note
• Dot - adds half the value of the note to its self

Why are articulations important in 
music?

It can be used to change the character of the 
music

Article 27:

Your right to a good standard of living.
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Key vocabulary

To
n

e
 a

n
d

 
se

m
it

o
n

e Latin word ”tonus” (a 
sound, tone, accent -
literally ‘stretching’)

Tone = A whole step

Semitone = half step

Sh
ar

p

Old English word 
“scearp” (having a 
cutting edge; pointed)

Riases a note by a semitone

Fl
at

English world (openly, 
directly)

Lowers a note by a semitone

N
at

u
ra

l

Latin word ”naturalis” 
(by birth, according to 
nature)

Returns notes to their natural 
state

Music

1.2 – Tone, Semitone and Accidentals

What does a sharp do to a note? A half a step between two notes.
e.g. C – C#

What does a flat do to a note? Is flattens the note by a semitone.
e.g E- E flat

What does a Natural do to a note? It returns a note to its natural state
e.g. E flat – E or F# - F

What does a chord look like? 3 notes stacked one on top of the other

Article 39:

Children should get special help if they have been abused.

Area of Study 1 –
Western Classical 

Traditions 1650-1900?



Key vocabulary

C
an

o
n

Latin word ”canon (rule, 
measuring line)

A canon is a contrapuntal 
compositional technique that 
employs a melody with one or 
more imitations of the melody 
played after a given duration. The 
initial melody is called the leader, 
while the imitative melody, which 
is played in a different voice, is 
called the follower

G
ro

u
n

d
 b

as
s Latin 

word ”bassus” (short, 
low)

A short repeated melodic line 
(ostinato) using low pitched 
notes

Music
1.2 – Musical roots

What is the Bass clef
(Draw a bass clef)
What is another name for the treble clef?

Clef that we tells use what the notes are 
on the stave.
F Clef

What are the rhymes to remember the 
notes of the lines and spaces

Lines – Green Boggies Deserve Flicking way

Spaces – All Cows Eat Grass

What is a ground Bass? A short repeated melodic line (ostinato) 
using low pitched notes

What is a Canon? The same melody is played by two or more 
parts, each coming in separately and at 
regular intervals. The parts overlap.

Which instruments normally play the 
ground bass in the canon?

Bass Guitar, Cello, Piano

What is a broken chord? Notes of a chord played one after the 
other.

What is it called when you have a Treble 
and Bass clef combined onto one stave?

The Grand Stave

What do we call the note C that connects 
the Treble and Bass clefs on the Grand 
Staff

Middle C

Article 15:

Your right to meet with friends 

and join groups and clubs.

Area of Study 1 – Western Classical 
Traditions 1650-1900?



Key vocabulary

O
st

in
at

o From Italian 
"ostinato "obstinate, 
persistent,"

A repeated melody or rhythm 
that is played throughout a 
piece of music

Sy
n

co
p

at
io

n From Medieval 
Latin syncopationem "
a shortening or 
contraction

Off Beat

P
o

ly
rh

yt
h

m
s Use of two or more 

rhythms 
simultaneously

Many different rhythms being 
played together

Music

1.2 – Rhythm and Percussion

What does Ostinato mean? A repeated melody or rhythm that is played 
throughout a piece of music

What does syncopation mean? Off beat

What does Polyrhythm mean? Many different rhythms being played together

What does Melody mean? The main tune of the piece of the music

Article 12:

Your right to say what you think 

should happen and be listened to.

Area of Study 1 –
Western Classical 

Traditions 1650-1900?



1.3 Instrument Techniques

What are the playing 
techniques for Stringed 

instruments?

• Pizzicato – plucking the strings 
• Arco – play with the bow
• Con Sordino – play with mute 
• Con Legno – Play with the wood 

of the bow 
• Vibrato – wobbling of the finger, 

varying the pitch slightly
• Tremolo – rapid back and forth 

movement of the bow

What instruments are usually 
used in Jazz and blues bands?

• There are no fixed set of 
instruments. Small jazz groups 
have combos a typical combo 
might be trumpet, trombone, 
clarinet, saxophone, piano, banjo, 
double bass (string bass) and 
drum kit.

What are transposing 
instruments and why do they 

need to be transposed?

• Transposing instruments are 
instruments which need the music 
to be written in a different key 
because they play in a different 
pitch. for example, B flat clarinet 
when it plays a B flat it sounds C

What are the main types of 
voices?

• Soprano
• Alto
• Tenor
• Bass
• Baritone
• Falsetto

1.3 Opera and Oratorios

What is the difference between an 
Opera and an Oratorios?

Operas are stories set to music with singing 
and acting whereas oratorios are Religious 
versions of Operas.

What are the three types of songs used 
in an Opera?

• Aria 
• Recitative 
• Chorus

Area of Study 1 –
Western Classical 

Traditions 1650-1900?
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1.4 Scales, Chords and Key Signatures

What are the main 
types of scales?

1. Major
2. Harmonic Minor
3. Natural minor
4. Melodic Minor

What is the difference 
between a melodic 
minor and a harmonic 
minor?

Harmonic minor raises the 7th note by 
a semitone and a melodic minor on 
the way up raises the 6thadn 7th but 
on the way down they are natural.

What is a Pentatonic 
Scale?

A scale which uses a set of 5 notes. 
Major uses 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6. Minor uses 
1, 3, 4, 5 and 7 (Natural)

What are modes? Modes follow a different pattern of 
Tone and Semitones. For example, 
you can have a Modes which starts on 
C – Tone, Tone, Semitone, Tone, Tone, 
Tone, Semitone (Modes only use 
white notes)

What are the names of 
the degrees of the 
scale?

Tonic – 1
Super tonic – 2
Mediant - 3
Sub-mediant – 4
Dominant – 5
Sub-mediant – 6
Leading note – 7
Tonic - 8

1.4 Scales, Chord and Key signatures

What types of Intervals can you have 
and which intervals have them?

Major, Minor, Perfect, Augmented and Diminished 
2 nd, 3rd, 6th and 7th Major and Minor Unison, 4th, 5 th
and Octave perfect, Augmented and Diminished

What is the difference between 
Melodic intervals and Harmonic 
intervals?

Melodic intervals is when one note moves up or down to 
another note and harmonic is when two notes are played 
at the same time.

What are 3 different ways of playing 
chords?

Block Chords – playing all the notes of the chord together 
at once. Rhythmic chords – block chords played in 
rhythms Broken and or arpeggiated chords – playing the 
notes of the chord

What are some of the decorations 
used in vary the harmony?

Auxiliary notes – is either a semitone or tone above or 
below the notes either side.
Passing notes – links the notes before and after. They 
either belong to the same chord or link chord with 
another. Usually put on weak beats. When they are put on 
strong beats they are called ‘Accented passing notes’
Appoggiaturas - written as a little note tied to the note of 
the chord and takes half the value of the note it's tied to.
Music Suspensions – a sires of three notes called 
Preparation, Suspension and Resolution. Preparation –
note which belongs to the accompanying chord usually on 
weak beat. Suspension – is the same pitch as preparation 
note played at the same time the chord changes. (does 
not go with the new chord) 
Resolution – note moves up or down (usually down) from 
suspension to note in the accompanying chord.

Area of Study 1 –
Western Classical 

Traditions 1650-1900?
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1.5 Cadences

What are the 5 types 
of cadences and the 
chord progressions?

• Perfect – V -I
• Plagal – IV – I
• Interrupted – V – VI
• Imperfect – any chord – V
• Tierce De Picardie - starts in 

major ends in minor or vies versa

What chords make up a 
perfect cadence?

• V-I

What chords make up a 
imperfect cadence?

• I/II or IV – V

What chords make up a 
plagal cadence?

• IV -I

What chords make up a 
interrupted cadence

• V to anything but I or IV
• V-VI

What chords make up a 
Tierce de Picardie 

cadence?

• When a piece is in a Major and 
finishes in the minor or vies 
versa

Area of Study 1 –
Western Classical 

Traditions 1650-1900?
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1.6 Textures

What are the 4 main textures?

• Monophonic – a single melodic line with no harmony 
or accompaniment.

• Polyphonic or contrapuntal – more than 1 tune being 
played at the same time, parts moving in contrary 
motion. 

• Homophonic (Melody and accompaniment) – music 
moves at the same time, parallel motion.

• Heterophonoic – one tune which all the instruments 
play but with variations and often at different times.

What is Homophonic or melody and 
accompaniment texture?

• Parts move together or chordal music. Or where 
melody is top line and the other parts provide the 
harmony beneath but in the same or virtually the 
same rhythm.

What is Polyphonic or contrapuntal 
texture?

• Two or more lines move independently of each other

What is Heterophonic texture
• One tune which is played by all instruments but with 

variations and often at different times.

What is imitation texture?
• A phrase which is repeated with slight changes each 

time

What is Canonic texture?
• Each part plays the same melody but they come in 

separately and at regular intervals.

What is monophonic texture
• A single line melody. Might apply to the whole 

piece of music or just for a few bars

Area of Study 1 – Western 
Classical Traditions 1650-

1900?
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1.7 Melodic Devices, Forms and Structures

What is Minuet and Trio 
structure?

Minuet: A repeated B repeated A Repeated Trio: C 
repeated D repeated C repeated Minuet: ABA

What is Rondo form?

• Section A main theme repeated
• Section B contrasting episode repeated
• Section A main theme repeated
• Section C another contrasting episode repeated
• Section A main theme repeated

What is sonata form?
• Exposition
• Development
• Recapitulation

What is a
Sonata

Concerto
Concerto Grosso

Symphony

Sonata - Mostly written for 1 instrument but can be 
written for 2

Concerto – a single soloist accompanied by a string 
orchestra known as a ripieno.

Concerto Grosso - a group of soloist accompanied by 
a string orchestra known as a ripieno.

Symphony – a piece usually in 4 movements 
performed by a symphonic orchestra.

What is the difference 
between an overture and a 

prelude?

Overture- one movement piece written for an orchestra.

Prelude - a short relatively simple piece of music usually 
serving as an introduction to a longer piece or a number of 
pieces.

What is the difference 
between a mass and a 

Requiem?

Mass- a type of sacred music.
Requiem – is a mass specifically for the dead.

Area of Study 1 –
Western Classical 

Traditions 1650-1900?
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1.7 Melodic Devices, Forms and Structures

What is the difference 
between conjunct and 

disjunct?

Conjunct Melody – uses stepwise by a tone or 
semitone. 
Disjunct – uses jumps notes that are more than a 
major 2nd or a tone apart.

What is meant by triadic?
• Melodies which move between the notes of the 

chord.

What is Arch Shape?
• A melody which finishes in the same way as it 

starts.

What is the difference 
between strophic and 

through composed forms?

Strophic – has the same section of music which is 
repeated with virtually no changes.
Through composed – is where the music is always 
changing.

What is a cadenza?
• A section of music played by the soloist usually in the 

middle or end of a concerto.

What is melodic inversion?
• Turning the rune upside down.

What is retrograde?
• Playing a tune backwards.

What is a 32 bar song form?
• Breaks down into four - 8 bar sections. Sections 1, 2 and 4 

al have the same melody but may have different lyrics. 
Section 3 has a contrasting melody making an AABA 
structure..

What is a ballad?
• Songs that tell a story. Each verse usually has the same 

rhythm and same tune.



Area of Study 1 – Set Piece 1 Mozart 
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1.8 Mozart set pieces questions

Identify two features that look back to a Baroque gigue in the last 
movement of Mozart's Concerto?

1. Allegro Tempo
2. 6/8 compound duple metre/ time signature

This music is normally played by a clarinet in A. Identify two ways in which 
this affects the way the music appears on the score?

• The clarinet is written a minor 3rd higher.
• The clarinet music uses a different key signature

Identify two ways in which Mozart's treatment of the orchestra is typically 
Classical

• The horn is restricted to emphasising the note of the |Tonic and dominant chords.

• The double bass generally doubled the cello line.
• The orchestra's role s very often accompaniment.

Explain how Mozart uses melody and or tonality to achieve a sense of 
structure in this movement?

• Use of balanced phrases of two or four bars.
• Regular use of imperfect and perfect cadences.
• Sonata rondo structure ABACBA with main theme (ritornello or refain) always 

returning in the tonic.
• Tonality moves to related keys in episodes.
• Sections in a minor key are usually 'resolved' to major.
• First episode uses a theme in the dominant minor which returns later in the 

movement in the tonic minor (acting as a second subject).
• The most distant key of relative minor reserved for central (development) section.
• Tonic is emphasised in the coda.

Area of Study 1 –
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Key vocabulary

Chorus A recorded vocal or instrumental sound is multiplied to make 
it sound like many

Multi-Tracking Where separate sounds can be recorded but played back 
together

Compression Where the quietest sound is balanced with the loudest 
sound.

Vocoder Electronically changes the human voice

Sequencer A device used to record, edit and play back music data.

Panning When the sound is electronically moved across from one 
speaker to another.

Through 
Composed

There is new music for each verse of a song i.e. the opposite 
to Strophic

Area of Study 2 –
Popular Music?GCSE Music

Key vocabulary

M
o

d
es

types of ancient scales that sound like a cross between major and 
minor scales

M
e

lo
d

y 
an

d
 

A
cc

o
m

p
an

im
e

n
t where there is a clear melody (normally at the top) and where the 

accompaniment is mostly homophonic.

P
it

ch
 

B
en

d A note is raised or lowered in pitch slightly. 

Reverb To make the sound last longer

Distortion An aggressive sound often used in Rock music

Popular Song 
Form

Often include verses and s chorus. Other features that may be 
included are: An intro, an outro, fills and an instrumental (sometimes 
called the middle-eight). An example here is the 12-bar blues.

Slide, Glissando, 
Portamento

a slide from one note to another



2.1 Popular music

What are the 4 ways backing 
singers can harmonies?

In Harmony
In Unison
Descant
Call and Response

What are some of the different 
ways a singer can sing?

• A cappella
• Vibrato
• Falsetto
• Portamento
• Scat
• Riffing
• Belting
• Rapping
• Beatboxing

What is a synthesizer?

• A device either with or without a 
keyboard which allows you to create 
sounds which often imitate musical 
instruments.

Name the 3 different types of 
Synthesizer?

• 1. Analogue Synthesiser
• 2. Digital synthesiser
• 3. Software synths

What are some of the Electronic 
effects?

• Distortion - distorts sounds
• Reverb – adds an echo to the sounds
• Chorus – makes it sound as if there’s 

more than one player or singer
• Phaser – creates a ‘Whooshing’ effect.
• Flanger – similar to a phaser but makes 

a more intense sound.
• Pitch Shifting – used to bend the 

natural note or add another harmony
• Octave effects – creates octaves above 

or below the note being played

2.2 Music Technology

What are some of the Electronic 
effects which can add to a vocal 

part?

Reverb
Multi-tracking
Sampling
Vocoder

What are the different types of 
Rock music?

• Hard Rock
• Punk rock
• Heavy metal
• Progressive (Prog Rock)
• Glam Rock
• Psychedelic Rock

What are Classical Rock songs 
known as?

• Anthems

What are the 4 main types of 
songs used in musicals

• Solo character
• Duet
• Action Song
• Chorus numbers

What is a leitmotif?
A tune which represents a particular 
character, object or place.

What Does MIDI stand for?
Musical instrument Digital interface

GCSE Music Area of Study 2 –
Popular Music?

Article 15:

Your right to meet with friends 

and join groups and clubs.



Key vocabulary

C
h

o
rd

Latin word “chorda” (catgut, 
a string of a musical 
instrument)

One more notes played 
together

A
 c

ap
p

el
la

Italian word “cappella” 
(chapel – ‘in the style of 
Church music’, literally 
‘according to the chapel’)

Singing without 
instrumental 
accompaniment

Music

2.3– Britpop and Rock music
What are the two main influences of pop 
music?

Social changes and technology

What are the features of Britpop and rock 
music?

Social developments hair styles, fashion, 
current affairs as lyrics and band styles.

Technology developments exploring new 
technology.

Both were trying to encourage a wider 
listening form different generation.

What is Binary Form? AB or AABB where the music is made up of 
two sections.

What is ternary form? ABA where music is split into two section but 
A sandwiches section B.

What does a cappella mean? Singing without instrumental 
accompaniment

Describe how a Britpop band is created ? Britpop bands are made up of 5 main 
instruments:
• Voice – singer
• Drummer
• Guitarist
• Bassist
• Keyboard
(sometimes there are more instruments 
being doubled like 2 guitars)

Article 36:

You should be protected from doing 

things that could harm you.

Area of Study 2 –
Popular Music?



Key vocabulary

so
u

n
d

tr
ac

k

From sound + track pre-existing music that has 
been chosen to accompany a 
scene.

u
n

d
er

sc
o

re From under + score Music that has been composed 
specifically for the film.

le
it

m
o

ti
f

From 
German Leitmotiv, 
literally "leading 
motive," 
from leiten "to lead"

Music which represents a 
character.

Music

2.4 – Film Music
What are the five reasons we use music in 
Films?

Creates an appropriate mood.
Creates a sense of time.
Creates a sense of Place.
Depicts the characters. Creates and releases 
tension.

What is a musical convention? It is the way in which something is usually 
done.

What is a musical convention? When the director and composer discuss 
each scene including genres, styles of music, 
atmosphere and emotion.

What musical conventions are used in 
Films?

Major chords for positive scenes.
Minor chords for negative scenes.
Screeching strings for horror.
Soaring strings for romance.
Fast tempo for action.
From slow to fast tempo for 
suspense. Instruments used for a certain 
historic period.

What is a soundtrack? Pre-existing music that has been chosen to 
accompany a scene.

What is an underscore? Music that has been composed specifically 
for the film.

What is a light motif? Music which represents a character.

Article 5:

Learn how to use your rights as you grow up.

Area of Study 2 –
Popular Music?



Key vocabulary

H
o

o
k

Old English hoc "hook, 
angle," perhaps 
related to Old 
English haca "bolt

The catchy part of the song 
that gets stuck in the listeners 
head

G
en

re

from 
French genre "kind, 
sort, style"

A specific style or catagories
that music or films fit into
e.g. Rock, pop, Reggae, Rap.

Music

2.5 – What makes a good song

What structure do songs use Verse, chorus

What is the difference between a verse and 
a chorus?

Verses tell the story of the song
Choruses tell the main message, what they 
want the audience to remember.

What is a hook? The catchy part of the song that gets stuck in 
the listeners head

How many chords are used in popular 
music?

4 chord I, Iv and V or the Priamry Chords

What is a genre of music? Music that iif from a specific style of music
e.g. pop, rock, R and B Reggae

Article 30:

Your right to use your own language.

Area of Study 2 –
Popular Music?



Key vocabulary

So
u

n
d

 e
ff

ec
ts From Old Norse sund "a 

strait, swimming."
An artificially created or 
enhanced sound used to 
emphasize certain actions within 
computer and video games.

C
h

ip
tu

n
es

Refers to the sound of 
early video game 
console and home 
computer sound chips.

A style of electronic music which 
used simple melodies made for 
programmable sound generator 
(PSG) sound chips in vintage 
computers, consoles and arcade 
machines.

Sy
n

th
es

is
e

r From Greek synthesis
meaning “putting 
together”

An electronic musical instrument 
that generates audio signals that 
may be converted to sound.

Sa
m

p
lin

g

From Latin exemplum "a 
sample" Meaning "small 
quantity from which the 
general quality may be 
inferred."

The technique of digitally 
encoding music or sound and 
reusing it as part of composition 
or recordings.

G
ro

u
n

d
 T

h
e

m
e

From Greek thema
meaning “the main 
subject of something”

A name given to the music often 
heard over a computer or video 
game’s “main menu” – the theme 
by which a computer or video 
game is often most well known 
from and may continue 
throughout the entire gameplay 
often as ‘background music’.

Music

2.6 – Music For Games

What are Horizontal 
Resequencing?

• In interactive game music this is where there are two separate 
strands of music and the player is switched from one to the 
other at any time, depending on the game mode.

• For example in a racing game when the player switched to 
boost mode to outrace an opponent the music changes and 
goes back to the original sound track when normal play 
resumes.

What are Linner 
loops?

• The music for the game built up in a modular way with 
interactive components.

• After the line of music is composed it is orchestrated in a 
variety of ways with different levels of energy and 
excitement.

• As the game is played the music system switches between the 
se versions as the players progresses with the triggering point 
corresponding to different versions of the loops.

• This collection of loops and triggers will then result in music 
that reacts to gameplay in emotionally satisfying ways.

What does Staccato 
mean?

• Short and detached

Article 39:

Children should get special help 

if they have been abused.

Area of Study 2 –
Popular Music?



Key vocabulary

O
p

e
ra

From Italian opera, 
literally "a work, labor, 
composition."

Stories told through music, 
dance with the use of sets, 
props and costumes. There is 
no spoken words all is 
communicated through song.

M
u

si
ca

ls
s From French musicale, 

short for soirée 
musicale "musical 
evening."

Stories told through 
music, dance with the use of 
sets, props and costumes. 
There are spoken words as well 
as songs.

Music

2.7– Musicals

What is the difference between an 
Opera and a Musical?

1. Opera is Primarily sung and acted 
out.

2. Musicals is a combination of 
singing, dancing and spoken 
passages.

What are the types of songs used in a 
musical?

Action song
Character Song
Ballad
Comedy
Production
Rhythm

What are the 3 main things that make up 
a musical performance?

1. The stage
2. Orchestration
3. Set and Costume

Article 36:

You should be protected from 

doing things that could harm 

you.

Area of Study 2 –
Popular Music?
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2.8 Little Shop of Horrors Set piece Questions

Identify two ways the music of Prologue/ Little shop of 
Horrors sets a sinister atmosphere?

1. Sloe speed
2. Homophonic texture
3. Heavy tom tom notes
4. Flat key
5. Sudden change in harmony at the end.

Identify two aspects of the musical accompaniment at the 
start of Mushnik and Son (beginning – how would you like 
to be my son)

1. Quick tempo
2. Use of castanets
3. Drums accenting fourth quaver of the bar
4. Syncopation
5. Latin rhythms
6. Chromatic harmony

Identify two ways the music of Feed Me changes when 
Seymour is expressing doubts with the words 'I don't Know'

1. 12/8 time signature
2. A minor beginning
3. Long smooth notes sung by Seymour
4. Broken chords patterns in the bass

Describe the characteristics of blues music used in Feed 
Me. You may refer to harmony and melody, 
instrumentation, rhythm, vocal techniques and texture

12 bar blues harmonies
Blues notes
7th chords
Syncopation
Back –beat
4 in a bar
Improvisation
Instrument fills
Electric guitars
Drum kit
Electric bass

Area of Study 2 –
Popular MusicGCSE Music



Music

12 – Blues

Why did slaves sing songs? To tell their unhappiness
Make them feel better
Singing to their children
Passing down traditions or 
songs Help to communicate with 
each other

What instruments did slaves 
use to make music?

Drums
Shakers / tambourines
Scrapers Stringed instruments –
guitar and fiddle (violin)

In what centuries did Blues 
develop?

17th and 18th Centuries

How many bars are there in 
a 12 bar blues?

12 bars

How many chords make up 
the 12 bar blues ?

3 C major, F major and G Major

Who were the first Blue 
singers?

African slaves

How are Blues lyrics made 
up?

Only made up of 3 lines
Structure AAB The 1st line is 
repeated, and the 3rd line is 
different.

What notes go into the 
Blues scale?

C, D# F, F#, G, A# C 7 notes

What are 3 Famous Blues 
Musicians?

Bessie Smith
Muddy Waters
John Lee Hooker
Eric Clapton
Robert Johnson

12 – Blues (cont.)

What were 
some of the 
differences 
between Rural 
and City 
Blues?

Country Blues – developed in 
the rural areas of Mississippi 
Delta and Texas.

City Blues – was a more 
sophisticated sound often 
backed by a piano or a 
complete band.

What 
is Ragtime 
Music?

Style of jazz that grew up in the 
late 1800’s by black people in 
the Mississippi Valley of North 
America.

Ragtime music was mainly 
written for the piano and 
became extremely popular 
across the USA.

Piano music, ragtime songs and 
ragtime dance bands became 
the popular music of the time.

What are the 
features of 
Ragtime music?

1. Chord VAMP in the left-
hand/.
2. The structure made up of 
short contrasting sections .
3. QUESTION AND ANSWER
4. CHROMATIC scale.
5. SYNCOPATED rhythms. 

6. In 2/4 METRE

Article 15:

Your right to meet with friends and 

join groups and clubs.

Area of Study 3 –
Traditional Music

Key vocabulary

La
ye

re
d

Where the music is made up of 
layers including, possibly, any 
rhythms.

B
lu

e
s 

N
o

te
s

Flattened 3rd, 5th and 7th notes of 
the scale used in the Blues.

P
e

n
ta

to
n

ic Music/scale with only 5 different 
pitches.

Impr
ovis
atio

n

Music is made up on the spot. 
Commonly found in Jazz.

Cycli
c 

For
m

is constant repetition of a number of 
beats, or melodic pattern. Each cycle 
can change by improvisation, 
changes in texture or dynamics e.g. 
African, Indian and Asian music.



Key vocabulary

O
st

in
at

o

Latin word 
“obstinatus” (resolute, 
resolved, determined, 
inflexible, stubborn)

A repeated melody or rhythm 
that repeats through a piece of 
music

Ti
m

e
 s

ig
n

at
u

re Latin word 
“signatus” (to mark 
with stamp, sign)

Two numbers at the start of a 
piece of music that indicates 
how many beats in a bar and 
what type of note you are 
counting in

Sy
n

co
p

at
io

n Latin word 
“syncopationem” (a 
shortening or 
contraction)

Meaning off-beat

Music

3.2 – Reggae

Where and when did Reggae music 
originate?

Jamaica in the 1960s.

What are the main types of music 
developed to and from reggae?

• Ska – fast tempo, off beat lyrics to accompany 
vocalist.

• Rocksteady – medium tempo lyrics on beat, 
band use to accompany vocalist.

• Mento – Slow traditional music of Jamaica, 
banjo and drums used to accompany vocals, 
storytelling passing on through aural tradition 
(by listening, not written down)

• Calypso – slow normally has no lyrics, relaxing 
music and uses steal pans passing on through 
aural tradition (by listening, not written down)

What was Reggae music used for? Peaceful protesting

Who helped to bring Reggae music 
to the rest of the world?

Bob Marley

What movement was Bob Marley a 
member of?

The Rastafari movement - a religion or way of life 
strongly associated with reggae rejecting 
materialism and oppression

Article 16:

Your right to have privacy.

Area of Study 3 –
Traditional Music



Music

3.2 – Reggae (cont.)

What does Ostinato mean? A repeated melody or rhythm that repeats 
through a piece of music.

What is meant by polyrhythms? A rhythm which makes use of two or more 
different rhythms simultaneously

What is a chord progression? The order in which chords are played in a 
song/piece of music

What are the chords played by the 
guitar and piano called?

Skank chords because they play on the off 
beat

What lyrical themes are commonly 
used in Reggae?

Anti-oppression, anti-materialism, respect and 
love

What is a ‘riff’? A short repeated melody in a song or piece of 
music’

What is a bass line? A succession of low-pitched notes (of the 
same or different pitches) that anchor the 
lower registers of a song/piece of music

What is the ‘verse’ in a song?
What is the ‘chorus’ in a song?

A verse is the part of the song that tells the 
story.
The Chorus is the main message of the song 
what you want your audience o remember.

3.2 – Reggae

What is a time signature and 
what does it tell you?

1. Two numbers at the start of a piece 
of music.

2. They tell you haw many beats are in 
a bar and what type of note you 
are counting in.

What time signature is Reggae 
music normally played in?

4/4 time (1 and 2 and 3 and 4 and)

What does 4/4 time signature 
mean?

Four crotchet beats per bar

How are the ‘and’ beats 
played in Reggae music?

Accentuated with chords played on 
guitar or piano.

What does syncopation 
mean?

Off Beat

What is the tempo of Reggae 
music?

Slow

What does call and response 
mean?

A melody or rhythm is played 
and answered by the same or different 
melody or rhythm.
Question and answer.

Article 17:

Your right to honest 

information from 

newspapers and 

television that you can 

understand.

Area of Study 3 –
Traditional Music



Music

3.3– Folk music and Sea Shanties

What is the difference between Folk music and Sea 
Shanties

1. Folk music was stories, Songs and Music form the land and Sea 
Shanties was from the Sea.

How were Folk songs and Sea Shanties passed on? By Aural traditions - listening and learning the music by ear.

What types of instruments were used? 1. Voice
2. Guitar (acoustic)
3. Accordion
4. Lute
5. Penney whistle or Irish whistle
6. Fiddle (violin)
7. Bajo
8. Drums

Article 23

Your right to special care and 

support if you are disabled.

Area of Study 3 –
Traditional Music



Key vocabulary

C
h

ar
an

go

Spanish word 
charanga meaning 
‘brass band’

The charango is a small Andean 
stringed instrument of the lute 
family,

P
an

 P
ip

es

Derives from the 
Greek god Pan, 
who was often 
depicted holding 
the instrument

A pan flute is a musical instrument 
based on the principle of the 
closed tube, consisting of multiple 
pipes of gradually increasing 
length. Multiple varieties of pan 
flutes have been popular as folk 
instruments. The pipes are 
typically made from bamboo, 
giant cane, or local reeds.

Music

3.4– Latin Beat Music

Where did Latin beat music originate 
from?

The Andeas

What are some of the traditional 
instruments used in Latin beat music.

Charango
PanPipes

What was Latin Beat music original used 
for?

Celebrations, Festivals and 
communication.

Article 27:

Your right to a good 

standard of living.

Area of Study 3 –
Traditional Music



Key vocabulary

M
o

n
o

p
h

o
n

ic Greek word mono
meaning ‘one, single’ 
and phone meaning 
‘sound’

A single line of music.

P
o

ly
p

h
o

n
ic

Greek word poly
meaning ‘many’ and 
phone meaning ‘sound’

Many different lines of music 
played together.
contrapuntal music

H
o

m
o

p
h

o
n

ic Greek word homo
meaning ‘same’ and 
phone meaning ‘sound’

Chordal music or melody and 
accompaniment.

H
et

e
ro

p
h

o
n

ic Greek word heteros
meaning ‘another’ and 
phone meaning ‘sound’

A melody line that is passed 
between different instrument.

Music

3.5 – Music For Dance and Parodies
What are some of the 
different types of dances?

1. Walt
2. Tango
3. Jive
4. Hip-Hop
5. Morris Dancing
6. Modern Ballroom Dancing
7. Indian Dancing
8. Maypole Dancing
9. Ballet Dancing
10. Club (Night Club) Dancing
11. Medieval Procession Dancing
12. Latin-American/Samba Dancing
13. Viennese Ballroom Dancing,
14. Dancing the Charleston

What is a Time Signature? Time signature tells you how many beats are in a bar 
and why type of note you are counting in.

What is the difference 
between simple and 
Compound time?

• Simple are the easiest to count because they have a 
1-2 pulse.

• The music feels the most natural to listen to and 
perform.

• Compound the beat is broken down into 3 parts 
rhythms.

• The top number is evenly divided by 3, creating a 
1,2,3 pulse.

What are the Three types of 
Tecture used in music and 
their meaning?

1. `Homophonic – Chordal music or Melody and 
Accumplaiment.

2. Monophonic - single melodic line
3. Polyphonic – many different lines of music played 

together.

Article 12:

Your right to say what you 

think should happen and be 

listened to.

Area of Study 3 –
Traditional Music



Key vocabulary

M
in

im
al

is
m

English word -
Minimalised; minimalis
ing.

Music made up of minimal 
ideas or cells of music.

A
m

b
ig

u
it

y

Latin ambiguitatem
"double meaning, 
equivocalness, double 
sense," noun of state 
from ambiguus "havin
g double meaning, 
doubtful"

The quality of being open to 
more than one interpretation; 
inexactness.

Music

4.1 – 20th Century music

What is minimalistic music? Repetitive number of small musical ideas, 
melodies, harmonies and rhythms

What are the six features of minimalist 
music?

Rhythm plays an important part.
Polyrhythm
Layering
Looping
Pieces are long and hypnotic Harmony 
changes slowly

What are broken chords? Where notes of the chord are played singly 
rather than together.

What does Resultant melody mean? A melody emerges as the same notes occur 
at the same time in the phase, giving them 
emphasis

What is tonal ambiguity? The key of the piece is not clear or different 
harmonization's are possible

What is rhythmic transformation? Where a rhythm gradually changes shape.

What is Serialism and the 12 tone system ? Serialism is a 20th Century composition 
technique which uses the 12 tone system. 1. 
arrange 12 chromatic notes of an octave into 
a set order written out horizontally. 2. 
rearrange the prime order playing the notes 
in reverse order. 3. take the prime order of 
the notes and turn the intervals between the 
notes upside down. 4. take your inversion 
and play the notes in reverse order

Article 13:

Your right to have information.

Area of Study 4 – Western 
Classical Traditions 1900 -

Onwards?


