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Key vocabulary

R
o
le
s

Position, status or function of a 
person in society, as well as the 
characteristics and social behaviour 
expected of them.

R
e
sp
o
n
si
b
ili
ti
es

Actions/duties you are expect3ed 
to carry out.

D
iv
o
rc
e To legally end a marriage

B
ig
am

y Entering into a marriage with 
someone who is still legally married

A
n
n
u
lm
en
t

A legal way of cancelling marriage 
in the Catholic Church

1. Relationships

What is a family?
Where human relationships are developed and children are 
brought up into adulthood.

What are the types of family?

1. Nuclear family
2. Extended family
3. Reconstituted family
4. Single-parent family
5. Childless family

What is cohabitation?
When two people are not married but living together and are 
in a sexual relationship

What is adultery?
Voluntary sexual intercourse between a married person and a 
person who is not their spouse.

What is the nature and purpose of marriage? Religion regards marriage is the basis of family life. It is God 
given and lifelong commitment.

What is inter-faith marriage? Where two people of different faiths marry

Why do some marriages fail? There are many things that can cause pressures on marriage 
from lack of communication, infidelity or financial problems

What is remarriage? When a person who has previously divorced decides to marry 
again.

Issues of relationships
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Key vocabulary

P
ro

m
is

cu
it

y Having several casual sexual 
relationships.

Fi
d

el
it

y

Two people being sexually faithful 
to each other.

P
ro

cr
ea

ti
o

n The production of offspring

G
en

d
e

r 
eq

u
al

it
y

Aims to stop any form of gender 
discrimination

3. Issues of equality: gender prejudice and discrimination

What is the progression of gender equality in the 
UK?

2010 Equality Act → protects people on personal 
characteristics, Discrimination on gender is illegal, Men and 
women have equal rights in employment

What is a reason that Christians view men and 
women as equal?

Jesus taught in the parable of the Good Samaritan that 
people should not discriminate

Why might Christian's view men and women roles 
differently?

All of Jesus' disciples were men

What are Muslim attitudes towards the roles of 
men and women?

The Qur'an does not mention whether females can act as an 
imam and lead prayers, although traditionally it has been a 
male role.

Issues of relationships
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2. Sexual relationships

What is the purpose of sex?
Sex is a powerful human instinct and drive used to procreate 
and also eexpressing love to one another

What is contraception?
Contraception are methods used to prevent women from 
becoming pregnant during or following sexual intercourse.

What is Thomas Aquinas’ theory of natural law?

An ethical theory to help guide humans how to live
5 fundamental laws
1 - Self-preservation, 2 – Reproduction, 3 - Education of 
children, 4 - to live in society ,5 - to worship God

What are same-sex relationships? Romantic relationships between people of the same sex



Key vocabulary

C
o

sm
o

lo
gy Study of the universe

Ev
o

lu
ti

o
n

The process by which different living 
creatures are believed to have developed 
from earlier, less complex forms during 
the history of the earth.

Li
te

ra
l

Understanding something exactly as it is 
written

Li
b

er
al

Understanding holy books as symbolic.

1. Origins of the world

What are religious views of how the world 
was created?

The world was created by God.

What is the big bang theory?

Scientific explanation of how the earth was 
created: belief that the earth began from a 
'singularity' point, developing over many years into 
atomic particles which later formed planets and 
stars.

What is Charles Darwin's theory of 
evolution?

The idea that the species that flourish are those 
which are the best suited to their environment.

2. Christian views towards the creation of the world

What is the Genesis?

Christian belief that the world was created in 6 
days and rested on the 7th. God created the earth 
and sky, then the sun, stars, plants and animals, 
then finally humans- Adam and Eve.

What do creationists believe in?
Christians that believe all life was made by God. 
Creationists are liberalists.

What is a liberal interpretation of the 
Genesis?

Christians believe the Genesis can be understood 
symbolically. For example, life may have come 
about through evolution, but this process was 
guided by direct intervention by God.

GCSE Religious Studies

Article 6:

You have the right to life and to be 
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3. Muslim views towards the creation of the world

What does the Qur'an teach about the 
creation of the world?

God is the creator and sustainer of all life. God 
created the heavens and earth from formless matter 
over six long periods of time.

What do Muslims believe about the creation 
of life?

Adam was the first man created. Allah created 
Adam out of clay, breathing life and power into 
him.

4. Was the world designed?
What is the design argument? Arguments that the world is so complex and 

interconnected that it could not have come about by 
itself. There must be a divine mind behind creation.

What is the intelligent design theory?
The idea that certain features of life are best 
explained by an intelligent cause, rather than an 
undirected process, such as natural selection.

What is the illusion of design?
Richard Dawkins argument that the theory of 
evolution is the best explanation of how life has 
come about.
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Key vocabulary

En
vi

ro
n

m
e

n
ta

l 
su

st
ai

n
ab

ili
t

y

It is ensuring that natural resources are used but 
protected so that all people, animals and plant life 
can live well now and in the future.

R
e

sp
o

n
si

b
ili

ty

Humans have the responsibility to care for the planet

K
h

al
if

ah Humans have been created with particular 
responsibilities such as taking care of the world.

5. Stewardship

What is stewardship?
Humans caring for the planet and managing 
its resources. A steward is like a trustee or 
caretaker of the earth.

What is a global citizen?

The idea that we (humans) are a part of the 
world community, therefore humans have a 
responsibility to care for nature and 
resources.

What is speciesism? The idea that we as humans discriminate 
against animals. Humans are in favour of 
their own species.

6. Sanctity of Life

What is sanctity of life?
It is the belief that life is precious, or sacred; 
for many religious believers, only human life 
holds this special status.

What is quality of life?
It is the extent to which life is meaningful 
and pleasurable.

What are the issues surrounding 
sanctity of life?

Abortion and euthanasia
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Key vocabulary

Sa
n

ct
it

y 
o

f 
lif

e Life is sacred because it is God given.

7. Religious attitudes towards the Sanctity of life

What are Christian attitudes towards the 
sanctity of life?

• The first book of the Bible (Genesis) teaches that 
God created human and animal life

• All life is special as it is created by God and 
should be protected

• Each life is unique and valuable beyond measure. 
In the Book of Jeremiah, reference is made to 
God knowing people before they were born: 
‘Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you.’

• God is interested and involved in each human’s 
life

• Only God should take life away
• Jesus showed in his teachings and practices that 

all life should be valued, e.g. The Good Samaritan

Explain Islam beliefs, teachings and attitudes 
towards the sanctity of life.

• All life is special as it is created by Allah and 
should be protected

• Each life is unique and valuable beyond measure
• Every soul has been created by Allah
• Allah has a plan for each life which was a written 

before each person is conceived
• No one has the right to take their own life or 

anyone else’s life. In the Qur’an it is forbidden to 
take a life (Qur’an 6: 151)
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8. Abortion

What is abortion? It is the ending of a pregnancy so that it does not result in the birth of a child.

What are Christian attitudes towards abortion?

Christians have concerns about abortion because:
• The Ten Commandments contain ‘thou shalt not kill.’
• God is the creator, only he gives and takes away life
• All life is sacred and precious
• Jesus taught about the importance of compassion
• Humans are created by God and in the image of the God.

What are Muslim attitudes towards abortion? • Abortion is haram (forbidden) because life is sacred as it is God given.
• Abortion is permitted when the mother's life is in danger or the child is likely to be born with 

a disease or disability.
• The mother's right is more important than the child's right until 120 days after conception- this is 

when ensoulment happens.

How is quality of life measured?
• Governments look at living conditions, education provision, leisure and social interactions, health 

and economic factors.
• Doctors look at levels of pain and ability to live life independently.

What is the 'Pro -life' argument? People who believe that abortion is always wrong and that every human being has a right to life 
(even tiny embryos).

What is the 'Pro-choice' argument? Argument that women have the right to choose what happens to their body; whether they want to 
keep a baby or end the pregnancy.
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Key vocabulary

P
al

lia
ti

ve
 

ca
re

Care that focuses on relieving pain and 
suffering.

So
u

l

The spiritual aspect of a being; that which 
connects someone to God. The soul is 
often regarded and non-physical and as 
living after physical death, in an afterlife.

Fi
tr

ah The natural instinct all humans have, from 
birth, to know and worship God.

9. Euthanasia

What are the 4 types of euthanasia?

• Voluntary euthanasia
• Active euthanasia
• Passive euthanasia
• Involuntary euthanasia

What are living wills?
A legal document that outlines for medical 
professionals what a person wants to happen if 
they find themselves critically or terminally ill.

What is the 'right to die' debate?
The argument of having the right to control 
when and how they die; as a matter of 
maintaining human dignity.

What are Hospices? A place where people with terminal illnesses can 
go to die with dignity.

10. The soul

What is Dualism?
The belief that we are made of two separate 
parts: a physical body and a spiritual soul.

What is materialism?
The view that nothing else exists apart from 
matter. All we have, as human beings, is a 
physical body; there is not soul or spirit.

What is ensoulment?

The moment when the huma soul is said to 
enter the baby's body (usually thought to 
happen in the womb. At an early point in the 
pregnancy)
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Key vocabulary

R
it

e A ritual of solemn ceremony

K
al

im
ah

Often referred to as the Shahadah- a declaration of faith 
stating there is only one God and Muhammad is the final 
messenger.

Su
ra

h

First chapter in the Qur'an, the al-Fatihah.

11. Funerals

What happens at a Christian funeral?

• Help in a Church
• Coffin is carried into the Church
• Flowers and candles displayed at the alter
• Psalm 23 is read 'The Lord is my shepherd'.
• Person is buried.

What happens at a Muslim funeral?

• Kalimah is whispered into the ear of the 
person who has just died.

• Funeral takes place within 24 hours (is 
possible).

• Body wrapped in a white shroud and placed in 
a coffin (in Britain).

• First chapter of the Surah is read.
• Body is buried facing Mecca.

GCSE Religious Studies

Article 6:

You have the right to life and to be 

healthy.
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Key vocabulary

M
o

ra
lit

y It is principles and standards 
determining which actions are right or 
wrong.

C
o

n
sc

ie
n

ce

A sense of right and wrong, an instinct 
(that some believe is given by God)

Fr
ee

 W
ill A humans ability to make free choices 

in life

Si
n

A deliberate immoral action, breaking 
a religious or moral law.

P
u

n
is

h
m

en
t A penalty given to someone for a 

crime or wrong they have done.

Ju
st

ic
e Fairness; where everyone has equal 

provisions and opportunity

1. Crime and Punishment

What is crime? Crime is any offence that is punishable by law.

What is the difference between 
crime and sin?

A sin is breaking religious rules whereas a crime is breaking the law of the country.

What are 5 of the main causes 
of crime?

Addiction, poverty, poor mental health, poor education, poor parenting.

What are the aims of 
punishment?

1) Retribution 
2) Reparation 
3) Reformation 
4) Protection 
5) Vindication
6) Deterrence

What are Christian responses 
to the death penalty?

For: Christians believe the death penalty is in the keeping with the Old Testament 
'An eye for an eye' .
Against: Christians believe only God has the right to take life ‘Thou shall not kill’.

What are Muslim responses to 
the death penalty?

For: Shari’ah law is the law of some Islamic countries. This sets out rules and the 
punishment including use of execution.
Against: Some Muslims want the death penalty to be abolished in the Qur'an is 
states ‘never take life, which God has made sacred’.

What is a prison chaplain? Prison chaplains provide pastoral care for prisoners such as counselling and 
supporting them with rehabilitation
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Key vocabulary

Fo
rg

iv
en

es
s To grant pardon for a wrongdoing; 

to give up resentment and the 
desire to seek revenge against a 
wrongdoer.

R
e

co
n

ci
lia

ti
o

n

Accepting an apology and moving 
on in harmony together

Ev
il

That which is considered extremely 
immoral, wicked and evil

Fr
ee

 W
ill The ability to make choices 

voluntarily and independently.

Sh
ay

ta
n Satan or the devil

2. Forgiveness

What do Christian believe about forgiveness?
Christians believe God forgives them their sins if they 
repent them. Jesus said ‘Father forgive them for they know 
not what they do'.

What are Muslim teachings about forgiveness?
According to the Qur’an there is no limit to God’s 
forgiveness. The Qur'an states ‘if you pardon and overlook 
and forgive, then indeed, God is Forgiving and Merciful.’

What is an example of Christian forgiveness?
Gee Walker, a practising Christian who's son was murdered 
in a racially motivated murder forgave the people who did 
it.

Why should religious people forgive?
Forgiveness is difficult, but it enables believers to reach a 
deeper spiritual understanding of themselves.

3. Good, Evil and Suffering

What is Good?
That which is considered morally right, beneficial and to 
our advantage.

What are the two types of evil? Moral evil and Natural Evil

What is original sin?
Christians believe this is the first ever sin committed when 
Eve ate the forbidden fruit.

What is a Chrisitan attitude to evil? St Irenaeus believed that God created humans with the 
potential for spiritual growth. It is through suffering that 
moral souls are developed.

What is a Muslim attitude to evil?
Suffering is part of God's plan. This belief is known as al-
Qadr
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Key vocabulary

Su
ff

e
ri

n
g Pain or distress caused by injury, 

illness or loss. Suffering can be 
physical, emotional and psychological 
or spiritual.

P
e

rs
e

cu
ti

o
n

Persistently cruel treatment often due 
to their religion or belief.

O
m

n
ip

o
te

n
t God is all powerful

O
m

n
ib

en
ev

o
le

n
t God is all loving

O
m

n
is

ci
en

t God is all knowing

3. Good, Evil and Suffering – continued

What are the causes of suffering? Poverty, war, disease, human greed, terrorism

What are Muslim attitudes to suffering?
Suffering can be a test to demonstrate faith in the will of 
Allah

What are Christian attitudes to suffering? Suffering is a part of life with the purpose often not known. 
For example, the story of Job.

What are ways to alleviate suffering? Counselling, prayer, disaster relief, medical care

What is the problem of evil?
If God is omnibenevolent, omnipotent and omniscient, how 
does evil exist?

GCSE Religious Studies

Article 1:

Everyone under 18 has these rights.

Component 1: Study of 
religious, philosophical & 

ethical studies

Issues of Good and Evil



Key vocabulary

H
u

m
an

 r
ig

h
ts

The basic entitlements of all 
human beings, afforded to them 
simply because they are human.

So
ci

al
 ju

st
ic

e Promoting a fair society by 
challenging injustice and valuing 
diversity.

P
er

so
n

al
co

n
vi

ct
io

n

Something a person strongly feels 
or believes in.

A
ga

p
e Selfless, unconditional love.

C
en

so
rs

h
ip The practice of suppressing and 

limiting access to materials 
considered to be obscene, 
offensive or a threat to security.

1. Human rights and social justice

What is a Christian attitude to human rights?
Jesus showed in his teachings and practice all life should 
be valued and treated with respect e.g. Parable of the 
Good Samaritan.

What is a Muslim attitude to human rights?

Allah created all life and therefore it should be treated 
with respect. The Qur’an refers to the uniqueness of 
each individual and the importance of helping just even 
one individual

How do Christians promote human rights?
Many Christian charities express agape e.g. helping at 
Salvation Army hostels and working church food banks

How do Muslims promote human rights?
Muslims promote welfare of the Muslim community e.g. 
paying of zakah to help the poor and volunteering for 
charities such as Islamic Relief

Who is a human rights campaigner and what did 
they do?

Malala Yousafzai campaigned for the right for girls to go 
to school in Pakistan.

What is freedom of religious expression? The right to express one's religious beliefs through 
clothes, symbols or speech.

What is religious extremism? Believing in and supporting ideas that are very far from 
what most people consider correct or reasonable.
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Key vocabulary

P
re

ju
d

ic
e Pre-judging; judging people to be 

inferior or superior without 
evidence

D
is

cr
im

in
at

io
n Acts of treating groups of people, 

or individuals differently, based on 
prejudice

R
el

at
iv

e 
p

o
ve

rt
y A standard of poverty measured in 

relation to the standards of society 
in which a person lives.

A
b

so
lu

te
 

p
o

ve
rt

y A state of deprivation, whereby a 
person cannot access the most 
basic of human needs.

2. Prejudice and discrimination

What are Christian attitudes towards prejudice and 
discrimination?

God created all human beings equals, whatever race, ability 
gender and should be treated equally e.g. The parable of 
the Good Samaritan.

What are Muslim attitudes towards prejudice 
and discrimination?

All people are important, as they are created by Allah; men 
and women both face the same judgement

What are Christian attitudes towards racial 
discrimination?

Martin Luther King Jr believed in and dreamed of a world 
where people would not be discriminated against because 
of their race but would be equal citizens.

What are Muslim attitudes towards 
racial discrimination?

The Islamic creation story describes how God sent angels to 
earth to collect different types of soil in order to create the 
first man. This teaches that diversity was part of God's plan.

3. Issues of wealth and poverty

What is the acquisition of wealth?
The ways in which people become rich/wealthy e.g. paid 
work or inheritance.

How do people use wealth? Buying material things (place to live, food, possessions), 
paying for holidays and travel, giving to charities

What do Christians believe about the acquisition 
and use wealth?

A person's value should be based on their actions rather 
than their possessions because spiritual values are the 
most important. Christians believe giving to charities as an 
important part of their faith.

What do Muslims believe about 
the acquisition and use wealth?

Wealth is a gift from Allah and Muslims give Zakah to the 
poor and needy.

What are religious charities that aim to help 
with poverty?

Christian Aid and Islamic Relief.
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Key vocabulary

Se
cu

la
r

A society where religious beliefs 
and practices are increasing less 
important to a growing number 
of people. An example of this is 
London, England. *the opposite 
of this is Medina, Saudi Arabia 
(Shari’ah Law).

P
lu

ra
lis

t

A society where a number of 
religions are followed alongside 
each other. An example is 
Toronto, Canada. *when you 
think pluralist- think 
multicultural.

1.0 - The Big Picture

How did 
Christianity 
develop?

Jesus was Jewish; Christianity grew out of Judaism starting 
gin about 33CE.

The first 
major split 
in Christianity

The Eastern half of Europe developed into the Orthodox 
Church. The Western half of Europe developed into the 
Roman Catholic Church. A Pope (leader) in Antioch, 
Turkey, led the Eastern Orthodox Church and the Roman 
Pope led the Roman Catholic Church.

The 
second major 
split 
in Christianity

Around 1500 CE (AD) a new movement within the Catholic 
Church called for the Church to change. The reformers 
emphasised the authority of the Bible. This protest, now 
known as the Reformation, led to the Protestant 
denominations splitting from the Catholic Church.

Apostles Creed Is a statement of belief for Christians. The most important 
points in it are as follows:
• God is an all-power creator Jesus Christ was born of 

the Virgin Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit
• Jesus was crucified, buried and rose from the dead 

and ascended to heaven
• There will be a Day of Judgment when God will judge 

how each person has lived their life 
• There is one holy and universal Church 
• God will forgive 
• There will be resurrection of the body and an eternal 

afterlife

Component 2:
Christianity teachings 

and beliefs 
GCSE Religious Studies
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Key vocabulary

o
m

n
ip

o
te

n
t

All powerful

o
m

n
ip

re
se

n
t

Everywhere

o
m

n
is

ci
en

t

All knowing

om
nib
ene
vol
ent

All loving

1.1 The nature of God

How is God 
omnipotent?

The all-powerful, almighty and unlimited nature of God. An example of this 
is found in the book of Exodus when God brings down the 10 plagues of 
Egypt. Or the creation account found in the book of Genesis when God 
creates the world in 7 days.

How is God 
omnibenevolent?

The state of being all-loving and infinitely good. An example of this is found 
in the Gospel of John “God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life”.

Why is there evil and 
suffering?

It is an essential part of human life. Some reasons (theodicies) are listed:
- freewill
- life is a test
- God also suffers

What is the Trinity? The three persons of God: The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. The 
father is seen as the creator of the universe, the Son is seen as Jesus Christ 
and the Holy Spirit is responsible for the immaculate conception (Virgin 
birth).

Explain how Job 
suffered?

• Job has 10 children and is rich
• God talks with Satan and allows him to torment Job and take away his 

wealth.
• Satan kills Job’s children and takes away his wealth. Job still loves God.
• God talks with Satan and allows him to torment Job and take away his 

health.
• Satan covered him with sores.
• Wife said to curse God - He doesn’t.
• Job’s 3 friends come to him. You must have done something terrible. 

You are being punished. You deserve it.
• God comes to the friends and tells them they don’t understand. More 

going on than they can see.
• God restored Job his wealth and health.
• God was testing to see how faithful Job was

Component 2:
Christianity teachings 

and beliefs 
GCSE Religious Studies

Article 14:

Your right to follow your own religion.
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Christianity teachings 
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Article 14:

Your right to follow your own religion.

1.2 – Creation

Describe the major events in 
the biblical Creation accounts

• Creation of the universe
• Creation of the earth
• Creation of Adam and Eve (or humankind)
• The temptation of Adam and Eve
• The fall of humankind from grace

Describe the events of creation 
in Genesis 1

• Day 1 - God created night and day
• Day 2 – God created the heavens
• Day 3 - God created land and plants
• Day 4 - God created the sun, moon and stars
• Day 5 – God created birds and fish
• Day 6 - God created living creatures including man
• Day 7 - God rested

Describe the events of creation 
in Genesis 2.

God creates a companion for Adam from his rib, and his 
companion is Eve. God gives Adam and Eve one command 
which is not to eat from the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil that grows in the Garden of Eden. The Genesis 
creation story is clear that humankind is unique among 
God’s creation as humans were created in God’s image

Describe the events in Genesis 
3 (The Fall).

People are made in the image of God but are sinful and are 
in need of God’s forgiveness. Adam and Eve are tempted 
by the devil, serpent, to eat the fruit from the tree of 
knowledge. The serpent explained to Adam and Eve that 
God said not to eat the fruit because then they will be as 
knowledgeable as God. After eating the fruit; - women will 
have pain during childbirth - men will have to work for 
their food - both became mortal (will eventually die) 
Original sin (one of the reasons why you need to be 
baptised).

1

2

3

4

5

6

7



Key vocabulary

M
o

n
o

th
ei

sm

Belief in one God.

Tr
an

sc
e

n
d

e
n

t

Out of this world.

Component 2:
Christianity teachings 

and beliefs 

GCSE Religious Studies

Article 14:

Your right to follow your own religion.

1.2 – Creation
Describe a fundamentalist 
interpretation of the creation story 
in the Genesis.

• The story is true in every detail 
• Literal interpretation of the creation 
story
• World was made in 7 days (24 hours in a 
day as we know it)
• Eve was made from the rib of Adam

Describe a symbolic interpretation 
of the creation story in the Genesis.

• Symbolic (metaphorical) 
• Myth-like in nature 
• Needs interpretation 
• Do not believe every detail to be true 
• Not literally accurate

What is the role of the Word and the 
Spirit in creation?

"In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God" John 1:1-5
• Word in this means God's creative self-

expression
• Most Christians understand "the Word" 

to be Jesus
• They believe that Jesus was present at 

the time of creation



Key vocabulary

b
la

sp
h

em
y Showing a lack of respect to God or 

other holy things.

mes
siah

The one who will be anointed as 
king to rule in the world to come.

aton
eme

nt

The belief that Jesus' death on the 
cross healed the rift between 
humans and God.

Component 2:
Christianity teachings 

and beliefs 
GCSE Religious Studies

Article 14:

Your right to follow your own religion.

1.3 – Main events in the life of Jesus Christ

Incarnation
The way in which God becomes 'flesh' or human in the 
form of Jesus.

Significance of 
the 
incarnation 
for Christians

This is seen as a miracle by Christians as it celebrates God 
becoming human. This is the birth of a part of the Trinity 
(the Son).

Crucifixion

A roman method of execution. 
The following is the account of Jesus' execution:
• Judas goes to Roman officials and tells them that Jesus 

is in the garden of Gethsemane for 30 silver pieces
• Jesus is arrested and whipped by Roman officials
• The soldiers mock Jesus and put a crown of thorns of 

him
• Jesus is mocked by people in the crowd as he carries his 

cross
• On the top of the cross it says “King of the Jews”
• He is crucified at a place called Golgotha under the 

order of Pontius Pilate
• Two criminals are crucified with him
• Jesus prays while on the cross

Significance 
of the 
crucifixion 
for Christians

The crucifixion and death of Jesus is believed to be 
atonement for the sins of humanity.
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1.3 – Main events in the life of Jesus Christ
Resurrection Jesus was resurrected three days after he died.

Significance of the 
resurrection for
Christians

This proves to Christians that there will be a Judgement Day were the living and the dead 
will be judged before God.

Ascension The ascension of Jesus was 40 days after Jesus' resurrection.

Significance of the 
ascension for
Christians

This proves to Christians that all have the chance of being joined with the Father in 
heaven, as Jesus (the son) was.

Easter eggs symbolise new life. The 

resurrection of Jesus is on Easter Sunday.



Key vocabulary

b
la

sp
h

em
y

Showing a lack of respect to God or 
other holy things.

mes
siah

The one who will be anointed as 
king to rule in the world to come.
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1.3 – Jesus Christ
Salvation Salvation is the state of being saved. It is believed that Jesus died for the sins of 

humanity so that they can be saved and achieve salvation.

Original sin Original sin is a result of Adam and Eve disobeying God in the Garden of Eden. Some 
believe that everyone is born with original sin as it is passed down from generation to 
generation.

Judgement Everyone will be Judged on Judgement Day. When God will judge the living and the 
dead and decided who will enter the kingdom of heaven and who will be banished into 
hell.

Heaven and Hell Heaven traditional view – in the sky with God
Hell traditional view – in the ground in a burning hell fire

Heaver modern view – close to God
Hell modern view – far from God



Key vocabulary

C
h

ar
is

m
at

ic
 

C
h

ri
st

ia
n

s Christians who emphasize the 
presence and the work of the Holy 
Spirit, spiritual gifts and miracles.

Sp
e

ak
in

g 
in

 
to

n
gu

e
s

Someone is filled with the Holy 
Spirit during worship and is able to 
talk an unknown language.

N
ic

en
e 

C
re

e
d Statement of Christian faith from 

325 CE.

1.1 Forms of worship

Liturgical worship
Worship follows a set structure which is the same every 
time (eucharist service on a Sunday).

Informal worship
Worship that doesn’t have a set structure (spontaneous 
worship).

Individual worship
Worship done in private/developing a personal relationship 
with God

Set prayers Prayers that Christians learn and repeat. For example, the 
Lord’s Prayer, Nicene Creed and Apostles Creed.

Extemporaneous prayers Spontaneous prayers that are more personal to the 
individual.

Informal prayers Speaking to God in day-to-day language. For example, 
referring to God as ‘dad’ rather than ‘father’.

How do Quakers worship? - Informal prayers 
- Can include meditation and personal reflection 
- Individual worship as a group (sitting in silence- but 
together) 
- No official leader of worship (for example no priest)

How do Evangelicals worship? - Informal worship moved by the Holy Spirit 
- Speaking in tongues 
- Music, singing and dancing

Component 2:
Christianity PracticesGCSE Religious Studies

Article 14:

Your right to follow your own religion.



Key vocabulary

Sa
cr

am
en

t An outward sign of an inward 
blessing by God.

R
it

e

A ritual or series of ritual practices 
which often have symbolic 
meaning.

La
y 

p
er

so
n A person who is not a member of 

the clergy.

Mar
tyr

A person who is put to death for 
refusing to renounce their religion. 
An example of this is Peter (Jesus' 
disciple) who was crucified upside 
down.

1.2 Sacraments

Baptism
Initiates people into the Christian Church. Some believe 
it removes original sin. (Infant or adult baptism)

Confirmation
When a person reaches an age when they commit to 
the church for themselves.

Eucharist
It is also known as communion. Worshippers share 
bread and wine in remembrance of Jesus' death.

Confession
It is also known as penance or reconciliation. Catholics 
are required to confess their sins to a priest and repent 
for them. They will pray and this might include fasting.

Anointing of the sick It is known as last rites. This is when a Catholic is 
seriously ill and there is a priest that will apply oil to the 
sick person.

Holy Orders This is the way of joining the priesthood of the church. 
It is when someone becomes ordained.

Marriage This shows the spiritual union of the couple and God.

Component 2:
Christianity PracticesGCSE Religious Studies

Article 14:

Your right to follow your own religion.

Baptism

Confirmation

Eucharist

Confession

Anointing 
of the 
sick

Holy 
Orders

Marriage



Key vocabulary

Lu
th

er
an

is
m

A Protestant denomination that 
follows the religious doctrines of 
Martin Luther (1483-1586).

1.3 Baptism

What happens at a baptism?

Why do Christian believe that baptism is 
important?

For Catholics, infant baptism is important because it is 
necessary to remove original sin. 

Protestants believe that adult baptism OR a believer's 
baptism is important to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 
Jesus was baptised as an adult by John the Baptist in the 
Jordan River. They believe that you should be baptised 
when you’re old enough to choose to.
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1.4 Eucharist

Different views about the eucharist

Catholics:
Transubstantiation → actually becomes the blood and body

Protestants:
Lutherans
Consubstantiation → Jesus is present in the wine and 
bread i.e., Red-hot sword

Baptist
Memorialism → act of remembrance

Reformed & Presbyterian
Spiritual rather than literal



Key vocabulary

N
at

iv
it

y The accounts of Jesus' birth in the 
Gospel of Luke and Matthew.

1.5 Celebrations

Advent Advent (four Sundays before Christmas)
- Preparation for Christmas Many people have Advent Calendars that 
count down the days till Christmas Nativity

Christmas
Is the celebration of the incarnation (God becoming human in the form of 
Jesus) of God.

Lent

- A period of 40 days that leads up to Easter
- Remembers the time Jesus spent in the desert fasting and was tempted by 
the devil Many Christians fast or give something up during the time of Lent 
(I.e., chocolate, wine, etc.) 

- Lent begins with Ash Wednesday – day of abstinence and fasting 
- The day before Lent is Shrove Tuesday OR Fat Tuesday – eat all the types of 
foods that are traditionally given up during Lent

Holy Week Palm Sunday: commemorates Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem. Some Christians 
receive palm leaves to remind them of this event. 
Maundy Thursday: Thursday before Easter, Christian remember the Last 
Supper that Jesus had with his disciples (when he shared the Eucharist).
Good Friday: Christians remember Jesus’ death of the cross.

Easter Sunday Marks the day of Jesus’ resurrection. The resurrection and ascension of Jesus 
shows that he is God and that there is an afterlife. The afterlife is a 
fundamental Christian belief.

How do Christians celebrate 
Easter?

• Exchanging cards
• Exchanging Easter eggs
• Attending church services
• Visiting cemeteries to leave flowers for the deceased
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Nativity 
Scene



Key vocabulary

R
ef

o
rm

at
io

n When Henry VIII split with the 
Catholic Church and established the 
Church of England. He destroyed 
many of the monasteries in Britian.

Ec
u

m
e

n
ic

al

Representing or promoting unity 
within the different Christian 
Churches.

A
th

ei
st

Believing there is no God.

Agn
ostic

Unsure whether there is a God.

Pilgrimages

Walsingham

- In the county of Norfolk 
- Holy place since 1061 when a woman had a dream 
in which the Virgin Mary asked her to build a replica 
of the house in Nazareth where the announcement 
of the birth of Jesus took place 
- In 1150 a monastic church was built on the site 
- Became a shrine for medieval pilgrims until the 
destruction of it in 1538 when the reformation 
resulted in its destruction

Taizé

- In Burgundy, France
- Founded in 1940 by Roger Schutz and is an 
important ecumenical monastic order 
- Monks come from different countries and live a 
monastic life 
- Monks are from different Christian denominations 
- Brings together different Christian denominations
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Walsingham

Taizé
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1.7 Christianity in Britan and the role of the Church

Role of the church in the local 
community

• Food banks
• Youth clubs
• Sunday service
• Coffee mornings

Laws

For laws to be passed MUST be approved by both houses of parliament



Key vocabulary

Ev
an

ge
lis

m Means preaching the good news.

P
e

rs
e

cu
ti

o
n Persistently cruel treatment, often 

due to religion or belief.

mar
tyr

Someone who dies or is killed for 
their religious belief.
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1.8 The worldwide Church

Mission
Every Christian is an evangelist. Thye preach Jesus' 
message in hopes of converting people to the Christian 
faith.

Church growth Evangelical churches are growing due to their animated a 
charismatic way of worshipping. Evangelicals believe that 
they are moved by the Holy Spirit.

Tearfund - Christian charity putting Jesus’ command ‘Love thy 
neighbour’ into action
- Practising unselfish love “agape” 
- In 50 countries
- Helps poor countries that have been affected by natural 
disasters
- Importance of Tear Fund; raises public awareness of 
social issues
- Campaigns against causes of poverty and encourages 
self-help for individuals and communities

Persecution of Christians past 
and present

- Jesus was a martyr
- Christians in the 21st century still are persecuted



Key vocabulary

Ta
w

h
id

Oneness of God.

Allah
Arabic word meaning God.

Sh
ar

i'a
h

(s
tr

ai
gh

t 
p

at
h

)

A way of life; Muslims believe God has set out a 
clear path for how Muslims should live. Moral 
and religious rules.

U
m

m
ah

Means 'community'. The worldwide community 
of Muslims who share a common religious 
identity.

Taqwa Desire for a personal connection with God

Fitrah The natural instinct all humans have, from 
birth, to know and worship God.

2. Nature of God

What are some of the qualities of God?
Immanent, Transcendent, Omniscient, Beneficent, 
Merciful, Judge, Creator.

What is a Hanif?
People who lived in Arabia before the birth of 
Prophet Muhammad and rejected idol worshipping 
and believe in one God.

What is Sin of Shirk?
• When a Muslim worships something else other 

than God.
• When a Muslim worships an Idol/picture of God.

1. The foundations of faith
What is the difference between Sunni and 
Shi'a Muslims?

Sunni Muslims are the 'one who follows the Sunnah' 
and Shi'a Muslims are 'from the House of Ali' (Ali 
was a close relative to Prophet Muhammad).

What are the six articles of faith for Sunnis.

Allah - God
Malaikah - Angels
Holy Books - Qur’an, Tawrat of Musa (Torah), the 
Injil of Isa (Gospels), the Zabur of Dawud (Psalms). 
Risalah – Prophethood: Adam, Nuh (Noah), Ibrahim 
(Abraham), Musa (Moses), Isa (Jesus), Muhammad 
is the greatest prophet.
Akhirah – the afterlife 
Al-Qadr – God’s predestination.

What are the five roots of religion for Shi’as.

Nubuwwah - Prophethood
Adalah - Justice of God
Qayamat - Resurrection
Tawhid - Oneness of God
Imamat - Leadership
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Key vocabulary

R
is

al
ah

The term used of the 
messengers of God beginning 
with Adam and ending with the 
Prophet Muhammad.

Ka'ba
Known as the house of God, the 
black covered, cube shaped 
building at the centre of Islams 
holiest mosque in Makkah.

D
e

vo
u

t

Having deep religious feeling or 
commitment

4. Importance of Prophet Muhammad

What was Prophet Muhammad's early life like?

• Born in Makkah in Arabia 570 CE
• Was an orphan at age 6
• Was married to Khadijah
• Had four daughters and two sons
• As he grew older, he felt troubled by the corruption and 

cruelty he said in Makkah

Why is Prophet Muhammad the most important 
prophet?

• Angel Jibril came to him and ordered him to recite the 
words that had miraculously appeared before him. The 
revelations formed the Qur'an

• The last Prophet.

What was the message Prophet Muhammad shared?

• There is one true God, Lord of goodness and power
We need to show thanks to God through worship
There will be a Judgement Day where God will judge our 
lives

3. Risalah: Prophethood
Who are they key figures in the Qur'an? • Adam

• Ibrahim
• Musa
• Dawud
• Isa

Why are the key figures in the Qur'an important?
• Shared messages of God
• Shows Muslims how to live an ethical life on the right path
• Chosen ones by God therefore seen as divine.

Component 3:
Islam teachings 

and beliefs 
GCSE Religious Studies

Article 14:

Your right to follow your own religion.



Key vocabulary

M
al

ai
ka

h Angels who communicate God's message.

Kutub Arabic word for books.

U
m

m
-u

l-
K

it
ab Mother of Books, The Qur'an is known as 

Umm-ul-Kitab.

6. Kutub: Holy books

What are the holy books acknowledged by 
Muslims?

- Sahifah: The Scrolls of Ibrahim, now lost
- Tawrat (Torah): the revelation given to Musa 
(Moses)
- Zabur (Psalms): given to Dawud (David)
- Injil (Gospels): the teaching given to Isa (Jesus)
- Qur’an

Why is the Qur'an the holiest book?
It is the final, unchanged word of God. A guide to 
life for Muslims.

What is the Hadith?
A collection of Prophet Muhammad's sayings and 
actions.

5. Malaikah: Angels
What are angels like? Heavenly, immortal beings, Gods first creation, 

made of out light, God's messengers

Who are the key angels in the Qur'an? • Jibril
• Mika'il
• Israfil
• Azrail
• Raqib and Atid
• Munkar and Nakir

Who are the arch angels and what did they 
do?

Jibril: angel of revelation
Mika'il: brings rainfall
Israfil: Blows the trumpet on the Day of Judgement
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Key vocabulary

A
kh

ir
a

h Arabic word for the afterlife.

M
ah

d
i

The long-awaited saviour who will come to rescue the 
world.

B
ar

za
kh

A place of waiting, after death until Judgement Day.

Niyyah The honest intention to worship God.

Al-Qadr The belief that nothing takes place purely by chance. 
God knows and wills all future events.

Insha'All
ah

'if God allows it'.

7. Akhirah: The afterlife

What will happen on the day of 
judgement?

The dead will be raised from their graves and 
stand before God to be sentenced according to 
the way they have lived their lives.

What is Janna (heaven) like?

• A reward for those who have lived a faithful 
and moral life

• Is a state of joy, happiness and peace.
• Described as a place with beautiful gardens, 

delicious food and serving maidens.

What is Jahannam (hell) like?

• A punishment for those who have lived an 
immoral life.

• Is a state of torment and suffering.
• Described as a place with boiling water, 

scorching fire and black smoke.

8. Suffering and free will

Why do Muslims suffer?

• Islam teaches painful experiences need to be 
viewed as opportunities for growth as human 
beings.

• Opportunity to stay loyal to God.

Do Muslims have free will?
Yes, and Muslims will be held accountable for 
their actions on the Day of Judgement.

GCSE Religious Studies

Article 14:

Your right to follow your own religion.
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Key vocabulary

Ib
ad

ah
.

It is worship. It is not enough to just have faith; 
you must show it 24/7.

C
o

n
ve

rt

Changing from one religion to another.

R
ev

e
rt

Idea that because God is our creator, we were all 
born as worshippers of the true God and so when 
we discover faith we return (revert) to our natural 
faith.

1. The Five Pillars

What are the 5 pillars in Sunni Islam?

1. Shahadah
2. Salah
3. Zakah
4. Sawm
5. Hajj

Why do Muslims follow the 5 Pillars?

• All Muslims have a duty to worship God by 
following the 5 pillars.

• A way of obeying God and showing their 
obedience

• Religious duty: practical signs which 
demonstrate true submission to God.

2. First Pillar: Shahadah

What is Shahadah?
The declaration of faith which says “There is no 
God but God and Muhammad is his prophet”.

When is the Shahadah recited?

• During the call for prayer (Adhan)
• First words whispered into a new-born baby's 

ear.
• Last words a dying Muslim hears.
• When someone converts/reverts into Islam.

Why is the Shahadah important? Proves that Islam is monotheistic, this ties into 
the concept of Tawhid (oneness of God).
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Key vocabulary

R
ak

'a
h

s

A sequence of movements, following a set 
patterns which makes up the prayer routine.

D
u

'a
p

ra
ye

rs

Personal prayers which may be said at any time 
of the day.

Ju
m

u
'a

h
 

p
ra

ye
rs

Congregational prayers/ the whole Muslim 
community praying together .

Sadaqah Giving money from the heart.

Khalifah Stewards; Gods representatives on earth.

3. Second Pillar: Salah

What is Salah? It is the practise of prayer, five times a day.

What times of the day is salah 
preformed?

1) Fajr (just after dawn)
2) Zuhr (just after midday)
3) As’r (late afternoon)
4) Maghrib (just after sunset)
5) Isha (after dark)

What is wudu?
Muslims must practice washing specific body 
parts: hands, mouth, nose, face, arms, head and 
feet in a particular order.

Why is Salah important?

• It is a physical, mental a spiritual activity that 
draws believers close to God.

• Constant reminder of the presence of God.
• To remove sins

4. Third Pillar: Zakah

What is Zakah?
Charity, giving money to the poor. It is a religious 
duty to give 2.5% of annual earnings.

Why do Muslim's give Zakah?

• To be generous and kind.
• This is because wealth must be shared.
• Humans are Khalifahs therefore should take 

care of each other.
• Prophet Muhammad practised Zakah.
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Key vocabulary

R
am

a
d

an Ninth month of the Islamic calender.

P
ilg

ri
m

ag
e

Journey to a holy place.

5. Fourth Pillar: Sawm

What is sawm? fasting during the month of Ramadan

How do Muslims perform sawm?

• Begin each day at first light where Muslims 
pray.

• Muslims fast until dusk.
• At Dawn Muslims pray and have a special 

meal called suhur (breaking of the fast).

Why do Muslims perform sawm?

• Fasting shows self-control.
• Is commanded in the Qur’an by God and 

follows the example of the Prophet 
Muhammad (Sunnah)

• Celebrates the fact that God has given 
humans the Qur’an

• Helps Muslims to identify with the poor
• Unites Muslim communities (ummah)

6. Fifth Pillar: Hajj

What is Hajj? • Pilgrimage to Mecca

What do Muslims do during Hajj?

• State of Ihram
• Tawaf
• Walking up and down the hills of Mawah and 

Safa
• Drinking zamzam water
• Wukuf
• Men shaving their hair

Why do Muslims go on Hajj? • Most important place in Islam
• Follow in Prophet Muhammad's footsteps
• Show their devotion to God.
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7. Jihad

What does Jihad mean? Jihad is the struggle to live according to God’s laws.

What are the two types of Jihad? Greater Jihad and Lesser jihad

What is greater Jihad?

Greater jihad is the spiritual struggle with oneself.
• Perform the five pillars with devotion
• To practise the path set out by Prophet 
Muhammad (p.b.u.h)
• To seek justice and fairness for all
• To rise above one’s own greed and selfishness

How can Muslims achieve greater jihad?

• Perform the five pillars with devotion
• To practise the path set out by 

Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h)
• To seek justice and fairness for all
• To rise above one’s own greed and selfishness

What is lesser jihad?

• Lesser jihad is known as holy war.
• Only ever in self-defence
• Muslims must not be the first to attack
• Aggression is prohibited
• Duty to fight back but to never kill civilians
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8. The Ten Obligatory Acts

What are the 10 obligatory 
acts of Shi'a Islam?

1) Salah (prayer)
2) Sawm (fasting)
3) Hajj (pilgrimage)
4) Zakah (charity)
5) Khums (wealth tax)
6) Jihad (struggle)
7) Amr-bil-Maroof (encouraging 
others to do good)
8) Nahil Anril Munkar
(discouraging the bad)
9) Tawalia (to love the friends of 
God)
10) Tabarra (to hate the evil-
doers)



Key vocabulary

Id

The Muslim word for festival. It means 'an event 
that returns every year'.

A
d

h
a Arabic word for sacrifice

Fi
tr Breaking of fast

Martyrdom Someone who has died/been killed for defending 
their religion.

9. Festivals

What is Ashura?

It is the day of sorrow and inspiration.
• Sunni Muslims remember how Musa fasted in 

gratitude to God for opening up the Red Sea.
• Shi'a Muslims remember the martyrdom of 

Husayn.

What does the festival Laylat-ul-Qadr 
remember?

Also known as the night of power. Laylat-ul-Qadr 
remembers the night the first revelations of the 
Qur'an were revealed by angel Jibril to Prophet 
Muhammad.

Why do Muslims celebrate Id-ul-Adha?

• Festival of sacrifice.
• Remembers Ibrahim's commitment to God, 

when he was willing to sacrifice his son 

Ishma'il.

What do Muslims do on Id-ul-Adha? • Exchange gifts
• Buy and wear new clothes
• Food is prepared
• Muslims go to the mosque and pray

What does Id-ul-Fitr commemorate? • Festival of breaking fast.
• Marks the end of Ramadan and start of the 

new month Shawwal.

What do Muslims do on Id-ul-Fitr? • Decorate houses
• Go to the mosque and pray
• Donate to charity
• Have a big feast with family and friends
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