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Welcome to Whitefriars Sinth
form

Welcome to Whitefriars School Sixth Form. This guide is intended to be a brief introduction to the wide range of subjects
that we are offering from September 2026. Many of the subjects contained within these pages will be new to you, some
will be more familiar; however, all subjects at Advanced Level will be different to how you imagine them to be. It is,
therefore, really important that you see all teachers of the subjects you are interested in and ask them about the content
and demands of each course in detail.

You will typically be able to choose three subjects (however it is possible to do four in certain subjects and
circumstances) and also study a core curriculum (made up of personal development, careers and enrichment). You
must ensure that as well as having a genuine interest in the course, you are also being realistic about your choices.
Look carefully at the entry requirements for each subject which have been determined based on our professional
judgement and experience of what is required so that you are likely to be successful at Level 3 / Advanced Level.

Whilst many of our students take traditional academic A Level courses, we also offer vocational courses that have a
greater element of coursework / in school assessment and not just exams. Students can take a combination of
vocational and academic qualifications — provided you meet the entry requirements for the courses.

During the two years you spend here, you will be thinking about your plans for higher education and future
employment. It is essential that you take advantage of all the information and advice offered by the sixth form team.
You will be encouraged to attend university open days, taster courses and careers talks, and to undertake relevant
work experience where appropriate. It is our ambition that every student applies for and secures an offer for both a
university place as well as a degree level apprenticeship. This means that you will have the best possible
opportunities to choose from when you achieve your final results in the summer of 2026.

Your time in the sixth form should enable you to develop both intellectually and socially. We hope that you will
achieve considerable academic success and acquire the confidence to enter the adult world as a responsible citizen.
The sixth form will enable you to practise the skills that you will need when you leave full time education, whilst still
having the support of your teachers and friends. We look forward to overseeing your development, sharing in your
progress and celebrating your achievements.

All students that apply for a place at Whitefriars Sixth Form will have a meeting with a member of the Sixth Form
Team and the Senior Leadership Team. This is to ensure that you are making appropriate and realistic course choices
for your future plans. We believe that it is vital for all students to have the chance to discuss their subject choices
so that we can ensure they are following the most appropriate path.

We look forward to receiving your application.

Yours sincerely

Mr R. Sood

Assistant Headteacher (Sixth Form)



Our Offer to You

At Whitefriars, your curriculum will be made up of the following components:

1.

Option Subjects: Students choose three level 3 courses (however it is possible to do four in certain subjects
and circumstances). Students have 5 hours of taught lessons a week per subject.

Independent study: Students have a further 10 hours supervised study per subject in the sixth form centre.

Core curriculum: This is an essential part of a student’s entitlement to ensure they develop more broadly and
have suitable pathways for their next steps. This includes:

o Future Pathways: This is the careers component of their curriculum designed to support students in
their choice and application for university and degree level apprenticeships.

o Work Experience: All students get the opportunity to take part in high quality work experience during
their journey in the sixth form. This is to enable them to experience their future career possibilities as

well as gain valuable experience to support their university and apprenticeship applications.

o Personal Development: This is where students cover a range of essential areas related to their broader
development that includes study skills, critical thinking, current affairs and RSHE (Relationships, Sex
and Health Education) and RE

o Enrichment: All students are given the opportunity to take part in a range of activities to support their
wider development, including:

individual and team sporting activities — such as our phenomenal Basketball Academy
Participating in clubs and societies

Support younger students in their subjects and with reading

Mentoring opportunities with younger students

Run charitable events and house competitions



Covurse Entry Requirements

At Whitefriars Sixth Form, we offered a broad range of Level 3 qualifications. These are listed below with the course
information further on in this booklet. There are a range of academic and vocational courses to choose from:

Pathways: Entry Requirements Program of Study** Enrichment
Socrates 6 GCSEs at 5+ Any 3 Courses 4th A-Level, EPQ, Core Maths
Plato 6 GCSEs at 4+ Blended A Level and Vocational Pathway EPQ / MOOC / Core Maths
Aristotle 4 GCSEs at 4+ \Vocational Pathway Core Maths

Course Qualification type | Subject Lead Entry Requirements

Biology A Level Ms Ramanathan 6 in Biology GCSE or 66 in double Science

Diploma Sports Coaching
(2 A-levels)

Business Studies A Level Mr Banseylla 5 at English and Maths

Chemistry A Level Ms Ramanathan 6 in Chemistry GCSE or 66 in double Science

Computing A Level Mrs Pandya 6 in Computing or Maths at GCSE

Economics A Level Mr Banseylla 6 in English Language and Maths

English Literature A Level Mr Chiapponi 6 in English literature; 5/6 in English
Language

Geography A Level Ms Grayson 5 in GCSE Geography or a science

Government and Politics A Level Mr Chesworth 6 in English Language and / or history

History A Level Mr Chesworth 6 in History & 5/6 in English Language

Health & Social Care AAQ Mr Wright 4 in English & 4 in Maths or Science

Maths A Level Ms Khan 6 in Maths

Maths- Further A Level Ms Khan 7 in Maths

Maths — Core AS Level Ms Khan 4 in Maths

Medical Sciences AAQ Ms Ramanathan 44 in double Science

Physics A Level Ms Ramanathan 6 in Physics GCSE or 66 in double Science

Psychology A Level Mr Sisicay 6 in Biology GCSE or 66 in Science

Sociology A Level Mr Sisicay 5 in English (lit or language) or History

Sport BTEC Mr Wright 4 in English & 4 in Maths or Science

Sport and Physical Activity CTEC Mr Wright 4 in English & 4 in Maths or Science

** This is at the discretion of the Headteacher

Please note, whilst this is the offer — we cannot guarantee if the course runs in September 2026. We will do our utmost.




Options Guidance

The following are some points to consider when making decisions on the subjects that you choose:

e What are you good at? — your career or degree plans may change so make sure you choose subjects you can
do well in

e What you enjoy? —if you don’t enjoy a subject at A Level but need it for a specific university course, you might
want to reconsider your degree preference

e Your subject combination —if you're taking a science A Level, for example, you should consider whether you
need to look at taking another science or maths subject

e The syllabus — knowing the course content should tell you whether a particular A Level is the right option for
you

e The workload you can handle — for example, some courses may involve a lot of essay writing, so be realistic
about how much work you can do

e What do you want to do next?

o University?
= |f you already know what you want to study at university, knowing what you want to study at
university puts you in a good position when choosing your A Levels. Your first step should be
to check entry requirements on university websites for your chosen course. If you have
aspirations for a certain career, you'll need to take a related degree. For example, subjects
such as Law, Medicine, Architecture and Veterinary Science will all need specific qualifications.

=  Whatis | don’t know what | want to do at university? It's perfectly normal not to know what
you want to do for a career, or what you want to study at university. Many graduates go on to
work in fields unrelated to their chosen degree. However, A lot of courses will specify at least
one subject you'll need to have studied at A Level. For example, Medicine, Veterinary Science
and certain Engineering courses may need three specific subjects. Also, some universities
publish a list of preferred A Level subjects that are acceptable for general admission, as well as
specific requirements for individual courses.

o Degree Level Apprenticeship?
= Students do not have to go to university to get a degree. Students can choose instead to do
an apprenticeship with an employer where you are employed by them (receiving a salary) as
well as studying part time as part of your role. The employer also covers the cost of the
degree, so you do not get into debt by choosing this route.

=  Some apprenticeships might have specific requirements for subjects you must have studied to
be eligible for their programme. To investigate this further use the following link:
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship



https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship

Ouvur fFacilitiers

Our sixth form community provides students with a variety of benefits including:

e Sixth Form Study Area equipped with computers and working space

e Students are provided with text books for their courses as well as subject specific online resources such as
UpLearn

e Sixth Form canteen area: Sixth form students have their own dedicated café where they can purchase food
and drink at break and lunchtimes that is separate from the rest of the school

e UCAS and Apprenticeship workshops throughout year 12 and 13

e There are many visits to universities including those in the Russell Group

e We run careers fairs for students to ensure they have access to and exposure to a variety of professions

e University speakers on a variety of topics including how to successfully apply, university choice and how to
prepare



Covurse Summary

Course Qualification type Duration
Medical Science AAQ 2 Years
Biology A Level 2 Years
Business Studies A Level 2 Years
Chemistry A Level 2 Years
Computing A Level 2 Years
Economics A Level 2 Years
English Literature A Level 2 Years
Geography A Level 2 Years
Government and Politics A Level 2 Years
History A Level 2 Years
Health & Social Care AAQ 2 Years
Maths- Further A Level 2 Years
Maths- Core A Level 2 Years
Maths A Level 2 Years
Physics A Level 2 Years
Psychology A Level 2 Years
Sociology A Level 2 Years
Sport BTEC 2 Years
Diploma in Sports Coaching CTEC 2 Years
(2 A-levels)




AAQ — Medical Science

Why study this Are you the kind of student who loves Biology, is willing to work hard, but does not enjoy

subject? preparing for as many rigorous written examinations? If so, then this highly practical science
course may be the one for you. It is ideal for students who feel they may struggle with the
demands of a traditional A Level individual science course, but would also like to continue with
all three sciences. However, the course still requires students to sit formal examinations.

What topics/units There are 6 mandatory units:

will | cover and learn
in this subject?

- Unit 1: Human Physiology, Anatomy and Pathology (Exam)

- Unit 2: Health Issues and Scientific Reporting (Exam)

- Unit 3: Practical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases (Exam)

- Unit 4: Diseases, Disorders, Treatments and Therapies (Coursework)
- Unit 5: Biomedical Science (Coursework)

Unit 6: Human Reproduction and Fertility (Coursework)

Entry Criteria 4-4 in Combined Science, Grade 5 in English Language

Which exam board Board: Edexcel (Pearson)

and specification is Link:

it? https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/medical-science-aag.html

How will | be Internally Externally

assessed? Lots of Coursework You will sit a series of Assessments throughout your
journey which will contribute to your final grade!

When will | be Your individual units will be grades as a Pass (P), Merit (M), or Distinction (D). At the end of the

assessed? qualification, you will get an overall grade. This ranges from PPP to D*D*D*. You must pass all

units.

What activities can |
expect to do in this
subject as part of
the learning and
assessment?

An enormous range of practical activities across all three scientific disciplines! This includes
practical assessments, lessons, and coursework.

Will | need any special
/ different
equipment?

No

What careers and
university courses
does this link to?

Students that have completed this subject at The Whitefriars School have then gone onto a
wide range of degrees including but not limited to nursing, optometry, radiography, oral health,
psychology, engineering, biomedical science, chemistry, forensic science, pharmacology,
microbiology. The course prepares you well for many science degrees.

Is there anything else |
need to know?

No

Where would |
get any further
information from?

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/medical-science-aag.html



https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/medical-science-aaq.html

A Level Biology

Why study this Biology A-level will give you the skills to make connections and associations with all living things

subject? around you. Biology literally means the study of life and if that’s not important, what is? Being
such a broad topic, you’'re bound to find a specific area of interest, plus it opens the door to a
fantastic range of interesting careers.

What topics/units A-level Modules:

will | cover and learn
in this subject?

e Module 1: Development of practical skills in biology
e Module 2: Foundations in biology

e Module 3: Exchange and transport

e Module 4: Biodiversity, evolution and disease

e Module 5: Communication, homeostasis and energy
e Module 6: Genetics, evolution and ecosystems

Entry Criteria

6 in Biology GCSE or 66 in double Science, 5 in maths

Which exam board
and specification is
it?

Board: OCR

Link: https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/biology-a-h020-h420-from-2015/

How will | be Internally Externally: 100%
assessed? Performance during practicals will be A-level Exams:
assessed. Paper 1: Topics 1, 2, 3 and 5 (2 hours 15mins exam)
Paper 2: Topics 1, 2, 4, 6 (2 hours 15mins exam)
Paper 3: Topics 1 — 6 (1 hour 30mins exam)
When will | be Summer exam series 2028
assessed?

What activities can |
expect to do in this
subject as part of
the learning and
assessment?

Will | need any
special / different
equipment?

Practical activities including:

- using microscopes to see cell division

- dissection of animal or plant systems

- aseptic technique to study microbial growth

- investigating activity within cells

- investigating animal behaviours

- investigating distributions of species in the environment.
These practicals will give you the skills and confidence needed to investigate the way living
things behave and work. It will also ensure that if you choose to study a Biology-based subject
at university, you’ll have the practical skills needed to carry out successful experiments in your
degree.
All materials for practical investigations will be provided.

What careers and
university courses
does this link to?

According to bestcoursedme.com, the top seven degree courses taken by students who have an
A-level in Biology are: Biology, Psychology, Sport and exercise science, Medicine, Anatomy,
Physiology, Pathology, Pharmacology, Toxicology and Pharmacy Chemistry

Studying A-level Biology at university gives you all sorts of exciting career options, including:
Doctor, Clinical molecular geneticist, Nature conservation officer, Pharmacologist, Research
scientist, Vet, Teaching, Marine biologist, Dentist

Further
information?

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/biology-a-h020-h420-from-2015/



https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/biology-a-h020-h420-from-2015/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/biology-a-h020-h420-from-2015/

A Level Business Studies

Why study this A-level business is known as an interdisciplinary subject where you combine elements of

subject? accountancy, management science, economics, social psychology and law. A-level business
gives students the tools and information required to understand how businesses are created,
managed and judge how successful they are against the business objectives and its
environment.

What topics/units Theme 1: Marketing & people: This theme enables students to understand how businesses

will | cover and learn
in this subject?

identify opportunities and explores how businesses develop a competitive advantage, through
interacting with customers and their market.

Theme 2: Managing business activities: This theme enables students to develop an
understanding of raising and managing finance and measuring business performance.

Theme 3: Business decisions & strategy: This theme enables students to develop their
understanding of the core concepts needed to take a strategic view of business opportunities
and issues.

Theme 4: Global business: This theme enables students to investigate businesses that trade on
a global scale and explore their reasons for doing so, including moral/ethical dimensions.

Entry Criteria

5 at GCSE or Merit at L2 AAQ Business

Which exam board
and specification is
it?

Board: Pearson Edexcel

Link: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/business-2015.html

How will | be Internally Externally: 100%

assessed?
Paper 1: Marketing, people and global businesses

N/A (2 Hour Exam).

Paper 2: Business activities, decisions and strategy
(2 Hour Exam).
Paper 3: Investigating business in a competitive
environment. (2 Hour Exam).

When will | be Summer Exam series (2026)

assessed?

What activities can |
expect to do in this
subject as part of
the learning and
assessment?

- Independent reading and research.

- Group work and presentations.

- Studying case studies and applying this to Business contexts
- Exam questions, technique and analysis of subject content.

What careers and
university courses
does this link to?

Depending on how specialised you wish to go there any many business careers are available in
virtually every sector you can think of; all industries need strong leaders, managers, financial
advisors and market-savvy decision-makers. For many business graduates, however, the
traditional pathways still hold a strong appeal, including careers in the banking and financial
sectors, consultancy, human resources and marketing roles.

Where would |
get any further
information from?

You can ask any of our sixth form teachers including our subject specialist in Business.
Alternatively, you can go on the Pearson Edexcel website and access course materials.




A Level Chemistry

Why study this
subject?

A Level Chemistry will give you an exciting insight into the contemporary world of chemistry. It
covers the key concepts of chemistry and practical skills are integrated throughout the course.
This combination of academic challenge and practical focus makes the prospect of studying A

Level Chemistry highly appealing.

You will learn about chemistry in a range of different contexts and the impact it has on industry
and many aspects of everyday life. You will learn to investigate and solve problems in a range of
contexts.

What topics/units
will I cover and learn
in this subject?

Physical chemistry: 3.1.1 Atomic structure, 3.1.2 Amount of substance ,3.1.3 Bonding, 3.1.4
Energetics, 3.1.5 Kinetics, 3.1.6 Chemical equilibria, Le Chatelier’s principle and Kc, 3.1.7
Oxidation, reduction and redox equations, 3.1.8 Thermodynamics (A-level only), 3.1.9 Rate
equations (A-level only), 3.1.10 Equilibrium constant Kp for homogeneous systems (A-level
only), 3.1.11 Electrode potentials and electrochemical cells (A-level only), 3.1.12 Acids and
bases (A-level only)

Inorganic chemistry: 3.2.1 Periodicity, 3.2.2 Group 2, the alkaline earth metals, 3.2.3 Group
7(17), the halogens, 3.2.4 Properties of Period 3 elements and their oxides (A-level only), 3.2.5
Transition metals (A-level only), 3.2.6 Reactions of ions in aqueous solution (A-level only)

Organic chemistry: 3.3.1 Introduction to organic chemistry, 3.3.2 Alkanes, 3.3.3
Halogenoalkanes, 3.3.4 Alkenes, 3.3.5 Alcohols, 3.3.6 Organic analysis, 3.3.7 Optical isomerism
(A-level only), 3.3.8 Aldehydes and ketones (A-level only), 3.3.9 Carboxylic acids and derivatives
(A-level only), 3.3.10 Aromatic chemistry (A-level only), 3.3.11 Amines (A-level only), 3.3.12
Polymers (A-level only), 3.3.13 Amino acids, proteins and DNA (A-level only), 3.3.14 Organic
synthesis (A-level only), 3.3.15 Nuclear magnetic resonance spectroscopy (A-level only)

Entry Criteria 6 in Chemistry GCSE or 66 in double Science
5 in maths
Which exam board Board: AQA

and specification is
it?

Link: A-level Chemistry 7405 | Specification | AQA

How will | be
assessed?

Internally Externally

Performance during practicals will be A-level Exams:

assessed. Paper 1: written exam: 2 hours, 105 marks, 35% of A-
To achieve a Practical Endorsement you | level

will be expected through a range of Physical Chemistry (sections 3.1.1t0 3.1.4, 3.1.6 to

experiments to display your competency| 3.1.8 and 3.1.10 to 3.1.12)

n: Inorganic Chemistry (section 3.2)

- Following procedures Relevant practical skills
- Applying an investigative

approach when using

) > Paper 2: written exam: 2 hours, 105 marks, 35% of A-
instruments and equipment

. level
- Working safely ) . )
- Making and recording Physical Chemistry (sections 3.1.2 to 3.1.6 and 3.1.9)
observations Organic chemistry (section 3.3)
- Researching, referencingand | Relevant practical skills

reporting.
Paper 3: written exam: 2 hours, 90 marks, 30% of A-
level

Any content

Any practical skills



https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/chemistry/a-level/chemistry-7405/specification

When will | be
assessed?

Summer exam series 2028

What activities can |
expect to do in this
subject as part of
the learning and
assessment?

Practical investigations include some of the following:

- ldentifying functional groups in a series of unknown organic compounds
- Synthesis of aspirin

- Finding the half-life of a reaction

- Identifying unknown solutions via pH measurements

All materials for practical investigations will be provided.

What careers and
university courses
does this link to?

A Level Chemistry is an excellent base for a university degree in healthcare such as medicine,
pharmacy and dentistry as well as the biological sciences, physics, mathematics, pharmacology
and analytical chemistry. Chemistry is also taken by many law applicants as it shows you can
cope with difficult concepts. Chemistry can also complement a number of arts subjects.

A range of career opportunities including chemical, manufacturing and pharmaceutical
industries and in areas such as forensics, environmental protection and healthcare. The
problem-solving skills are useful for many other areas, too, such as law and finance.

Further
information?




A Level Computer Science

Why study this
subject?

Computer science is changing our lives at a very rapid pace. The A Level Computer Science
course covers a strong theoretical background on how computers work and communicate and
how to design algorithms and programs that make use of them. It considers technological
innovations and their social and ethical impact. The course is a combination of theoretical
understanding with practical experience that will allow you to develop your understanding of
the Science of computers. Principles and concepts learnt in the classroom can be applied to
real-world scenarios

What topics/units
will I cover and learn
in this subject?

The course content consists of three components:

e Computer systems component contains most of the content of the specification and is
assessed in a written paper recalling knowledge and understanding.

¢ Algorithms and programming component relates principally to problem solving skills needed
by learners to apply the knowledge and understanding encountered in Component

e Programming project component is a practical portfolio-based assessment

Entry Criteria

Grade 6 in Maths or Computing

Which exam board
and specification is
it?

Board: OCR
Link: https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/computer-science-h046-h446-from-2015/

How will | be Internally Externally
assessed? Internal Summative Assessments Two A Level Exam Components
Mock/AS Exam towards the end of Year
12
When will | be The A Level in Computer Science is a linear qualification with 100% terminal external
assessed? assessment. This qualification consists of two examined components (01 and 02), externally

assessed by OCR and one internally assessed and moderated non exam assessment component
(03 or 04). Both examinations are of 2 hours and 30 minutes duration, each with a 40%
weighting. The non-exam assessment component weighted at 20%

What activities can |
expect to do in this
subject as part of
the learning and
assessment?

For the non-exam assessment, you pick your own project which must have a significant
programming element. You will create a program to solve a problem, such as writing a
computer game, making a mobile phone application or doing an investigation into machine
learning. There is no restriction on programming language used in the project, so you could use
Swift, Objective C, C++ or any other language you wanted to do your project.

What careers and
university courses
does this link to?

The emphasis of the course is on computational thinking and problem solving. Completing A
level Computer Science, can provide you many opportunities to explore different pathways that
will allow you to embark on many different degree courses and internships, including:

¢ Application analyst

¢ Software developer

e Cyber security analyst

* Business analyst

¢ Nanotechnologist

Where would |
get any further
information from?



https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/computer-science-h046-h446-from-2015/

A Level Economics

Why study this | When it comes to reading or watching the news, you will have a better understanding of politics,
subject? economics, business and current affairs in general. You will be much more informed on current
affairs and key topics in the world today.

This qualification will enable students to develop a strong grounding in the main economic concepts
and theories and to develop a critical consideration of their value and limitation in explaining real
world phenomena.

What Economics A Level is split up into two key parts, Macroeconomics and Microeconomics
topics/units Microeconomics Macroeconomics
will | cover and - How markets work - Measures of economic performance
learn in this - Market failure - Economic growth
subject? - Government intervention - Objectives for the economy
- Business growth international economics
- Business objectives - Poverty and inequality
- Revenues, costs and profits - Emerging and developing economies
- Market structures - The financial sector
- Labour market

Entry Criteria Grade 5 in English and Mathematics

Which exam Board: Pearson

board and Link: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/economics.html

specification

is it?

How will | be Internally Externally

assessed? Multiple Choice Mini Assessments Paper 1: Microeconomics (33% of Course)
More Lengthy Exam Style Assessments Paper 2: Macroeconomics (33% of Course)

Paper 3: Synoptic Paper (33% of Course)

When will | be The A Level in Economics is a linear qualification with 100% external assessment. There are three
assessed? guestion papers each of two hours in length with a maximum of 80 marks. Within each of the three
guestion papers there will be a combination of short answer questions with a maximum 4 marks and
extended response questions ranging from a minimum of 8 marks up to a maximum of 25 marks. You
will be assessed at the end of Year 12 and Year 13.

What activities | You can expect to do a range of activities, from research projects to essays. There are so many
can | expectto | disciplines involved in Economics! Diagrams are so important!

do in this
subject as part
of the learning
and
assessment?

Will  need any | You will need a calculator, but other than that, no!
special /
different
equipment?

What careers Economics is also an excellent foundation for a wide range of university course and careers including:
and university Banking; Accountancy; Retail; Politics.

courses does this
link to?

Is there anything | No! Feel free to come and have a chat with the Business and Economics Department!
else | need to
know?



https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/economics-a-2015.html

Where

Have a read of the specification:

would | get
any further
information
from?
A Level English Literature
Why study this | In summary, studying English Literature at A Level can offer both personal and academic benefits. It enhances
subject? your critical thinking skills, and equips you with valuable tools for a wide range of future endeavours. Whethe
seeking to develop essential skills, A Level English Literature can be a rewarding choice.
What Year 12- English Literature

topics/units
will I cover and

Drama: A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams

learn in this Poetry: Forward Poetry Anthology (various)
subject? _
Prose: The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood
Prose: Frankenstein by Mary Shelley
NEA Coursework essay
Year 13- English Literature
Drama: Othello by William Shakespeare
Poetry: Selected poems by John Keats
Entry Criteria 6 in English literature; 5/6 in English Language
Which exam Board: Pearson Edexcel
board and
specification Link:
is it? https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/English%20Literature/2015/Specification%2
a-level-eng-lit-spec.pdf
How will | be Internally Externally
assessed? Formative assessments — two per half term Year 12- English Literature
Mock exams — end of each term
Year 13- English Literature
NEA: Coursework essay, marked in school and moderated by Component 1: Drama (30%)
Pearson
Component 2: Prose (20%)
3500-word comparative essay (20%)
Component 3: Poetry (30%)
When will Ibe | End of year 12
assessed?
End of year 13
What A-Level English Literature typically involves a combination of classroom activities, independent study, and vari
activitiescan | | understanding of literary texts and your ability to analyse and interpret them. Here are some common activiti
expect to do encounter while studying English Literature at this level:

in this subject



https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/English%20Literature/2015/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/gce2015-a-level-eng-lit-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/English%20Literature/2015/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/gce2015-a-level-eng-lit-spec.pdf

as part of the
learning and
assessment?

Close Reading: You will engage in close reading exercises where you carefully analyse and interpret literary te
language, imagery, symbolism, and literary techniques.

Literary Analysis Essays: You will write essays that explore and analyse specific literary works, themes, charact
will require you to construct well-structured arguments and provide evidence from the texts to support your i

Discussion and Seminars: Classroom discussions and seminars are common in English Literature A-Level cours
assigned readings, share your insights, and engage in critical conversations with your peers and teachers.

Research Projects: You may be required to undertake research projects on literary topics or authors. This can |
and the synthesis of critical sources to support your arguments.

Independent Reading: You will be expected to read a wide range of literary texts independently, both within a
reading helps you develop a deeper appreciation for literature and provides you with a broader literary conte)

Comparative Analysis: A common aspect of A-Level English Literature is the comparison of different texts or a
differences between works, exploring themes, styles, and historical contexts.

Literary Theory: You may study various literary theories and approaches, such as feminism, Marxism, psychoal
literature from different critical perspectives.

Examinations: Assessment typically includes written exams that assess your ability to analyse prescribed texts,
your knowledge of literary concepts and themes.

Coursework: As part of your exam requirements, you will have a coursework assignment where you independ
two texts in depth and submit an extended piece of writing.

Critical Commentaries: You may be asked to write critical commentaries on passages or extracts from literary
of the text and your ability to interpret it.

What careers
and university
courses does
this link to?

While A-Level English Literature is often associated with careers in writing, teaching, and academia, the skills
professions where effective communication and analytical thinking are prized.

The skills developed through the study of English Literature, such as critical thinking, communication, and rese
be advantageous in a wide range of careers, including publishing, teaching, marketing, and more.

Is there
anything else |
need to know?

Literature exposes you to a variety of perspectives and human experiences. You'll encounter characters from «
can help you develop empathy and a deeper understanding of human nature.

Also, did you know? The study of English Literature encourages critical thinking and analytical skills. You will le
characters, and literary techniques, which can be valuable in various academic and professional pursuits.

Where
would | get
any further
information
from?

You can ask any of our 6% form teachers — we are always happy to help!

Alternatively, you can go on the Pearson Edexcel website and access the information available there.




A Level Geography

Why study this Geography is a highly valued, facilitating subject which bridges the divide across the physical

subject? and social sciences. You will learn about the world we live in through a range of human and
physical topics, transforming your ability to engage with the world around you. A Level
Geography is a stimulating and challenging subject, which looks at a range of issues that are
relevant to students in the modern world, including globalisation, superpower dynamics, natural
hazards, climate change, energy and water. These issues permeate almost every industry and
are foremost in current and future government policy making, due to their connections to
economic and national security. Students are encouraged to develop enquiry skills, and through
their investigation, gain an appreciation of the vital role that Geography has in the
understanding and resolution of many of the world’s most pressing problems.

What topics/units Year 1: Tectonic Processes and Hazards, Coastal Landscapes and Change, Globalisation and

will | cover and Regenerating Places, Superpowers.

learn in this Year 2: The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity, the Carbon Cycle and Energy Security Health,

subject? Human Rights and Intervention

Entry Criteria Grade 5 in Geography or a science subject

Which exam Board: Edexcel (Pearson)

board and Link:

specification is it?

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Geography/2016/specification-
and-sample-assessments/Pearson-Edexcel-GCE-A-level-Geography-specification-issue-5-

FINAL.pdf

How will | be Internally Externally

assessed? Formative and summative assessments Paper 1 (Physical Paper) 2 hours 15 mins 30%
Paper 2 (Human Paper) 2 hours 15 mins 30%
Paper 3 (Synoptic Paper) 2 hours 15 mins 20%
Non-examined assessment (coursework) 20%

When will | be Summer of 2025 and 2026 with mini assessments throughout.

assessed? The NEA is started during Year 12 and is completed by the end of January in Year 13.

What activities can
| expect to doin

Undertake a wide variety of learning and assessment activities including giving presentations,
writing essays and undertaking data analysis.

this subject as part Learn how to identify a suitable question/aim/hypothesis and developing a focus for your

of the learningand | independent investigation.

assessment? Learn how to design fieldwork methodologies, research and select appropriate equipment.
Apply models to real world problems to determine their suitability.
Develop your own world view and learn how to argue effectively.

Will I need any None

special / different

equipment?

What careers and
university courses
does this link to?

Studying Geography can give you a whole host of exciting career options, and at degree level,
Geography is one of the most sought-after subjects by employers. Geography can lead to a wide
variety of careers including Urban Planning, International Relations, Human Rights, Journalism,
Law, Energy Supply, Hazard Management, Environmental Consultancy, Surveying, Global Health,
Charity Work, Local Government, Transport and Logistics and Geo-Engineering.

Is there anything else

| need to know?

This specification for the discipline of geography encourages students to gain enjoyment,
satisfaction and a sense of achievement as they develop their knowledge and understanding of
the subject. This A Level course will enable students to be inspired by their geographical
understanding, to engage critically with real world issues and places, and to apply their
geographical knowledge, theory and skills to the world around them.

Where would |
get any further

Ask your teachers and read the specification.
The website of the Royal Geographical society: Royal Geographical Society | Advancing

geography



https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Geography/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/Pearson-Edexcel-GCE-A-level-Geography-specification-issue-5-FINAL.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Geography/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/Pearson-Edexcel-GCE-A-level-Geography-specification-issue-5-FINAL.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Geography/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/Pearson-Edexcel-GCE-A-level-Geography-specification-issue-5-FINAL.pdf
https://www.rgs.org/
https://www.rgs.org/

information
from?




A Level Government & Politics

Why study this subject?

Lively, relevant, controversial... there are many ways to describe A-level Politics. There’s no denying that
it's one of the most interesting and engaging qualifications you can choose. Covering news and current
affairs from the UK and US, it helps you understand how the UK country is run and develops research,
written communication and debate skills. It also helps grow your confidence. It’s ideal if you're
considering studying politics, sociology, ethics, advertising or journalism at university and is highly
regarded by employers in industries including politics, international organisations, the media,
government and the civil service

What topics/units will |
cover and learn in this
subject?

1. UK Politics (Year 12)

e  Political Participation- democracy and participation & Political parties

e Electoral systems, Voting behaviour and the media

e Core Political Ideas- conservatism, liberalism, socialism.
2. UK Government (Year 12)

e The constitution

e  Parliament

e  Prime Minister and executive
e Relationships between the different branches
e Non-core political Ideas (Nationalism)
3. US Politics (Year 13)
The US Constitution and federalism
US congress, presidency and the Supreme Court

Democracy and participation
Civil rights.

Entry Criteria

Grade 6 in English Language and/or History.

Which exam board
and specification is
it?

Board: Edexcel

Link: A level Politics- Specification

How will | be assessed?

Internally Externally

Exam: Three 2-hour exams

1. UK Politics & Core Political Ideas (33.3%)

2. UK Government & Non-core Political Ideas (33.3%)

3. Government and politics of the USA and comparative
politics (33.3%)

Formative and Summative Assessments
Lots of Essay Writing as Homework!

When will | be assessed?

One internal assessment every term.
All your final Politics A-Level exams will take place at the end of Year 13.

What activities can |
expect to doin this
subject as part of the
learning and
assessment?

A knowledge of, and interest in, current affairs is essential. Students who wish to achieve a high grade will
need to follow the news online, through TV, newspapers and radio. Students are required to demonstrate
knowledge of key political debates and concepts, analyse issues with precision and show a keen
awareness of differing viewpoints. They are expected to construct answers to specific questions with
relevance, clarity and coherence. Students are assessed with regular exam practise, structured questions
and presentations, as well as contributions to the various class activities.

Will | need any special /
different equipment?

No

What careers and
university courses does
this link to?

So many!! You can have careers in a wide range of industries, from Banking and Finance, Law, to working
in the politics industry itself.

Is there anything else |
need to know?

Government and Politics goes well with A Levels such as History, English and RS that involve critical
thinking as well as the key skills of analysis and evaluation. By the same token, other students take it as
their only Humanities subject. It is good preparation for degree courses in Politics, History, International
Relations, American Studies, Law, journalism and the like.

Where would | get
any further
information from?

A level Politics- Specification



https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Politics/2017/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/A-level-Politics-Specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Politics/2017/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/A-level-Politics-Specification.pdf

A Level History

Why study this
subject?

Important abilities and qualities of mind are acquired through the study of History. They are
particularly valuable for the graduate as citizen and are readily transferable to many
occupations and careers.

The particular characteristics of History as a discipline: Its subject matter, distinguishing it from
other humanities and social sciences, consists of the attempts of human beings in the past to
organise life materially and conceptually, individually and collectively, while the object of
studying these things is to widen students' experience and develop qualities of perception and
judgement. History provides a distinctive education by providing a sense of the past, an
awareness of the development of differing values, systems and societies and the inculcation of
critical yet tolerant personal attitudes.

What topics/units
will | cover and learn
in this subject?

Year 12
Paper 1: Russian, From Lenin to Yeltsin, 1917-1991 (30%)
Paper 2: Mao’s China, 1949-1976 (20%)
Year 13
Paper 3: Lancastrians, Yorkists & Henry VII, 1399-1509 (30%)
Coursework: 3000-4000-word essay on Hitler’s role in the Holocaust (20%)

Entry Criteria

Grade 6 in History and Grade 5 in English Language

Which exam board
and specification is
it?

Board: Edexcel

Link: Edexcel GCSE and GCE 2014

How will | be Internally Externally
assessed? Formative and Summative Assessments | Exam: Three exam papers
Lots of Essay Writing! 1. Russia — 2 hours 15 minutes (30%)
Termly timed essays in the classroom 2. Mao’s China—1 hour 30 minutes (20%)
3. Lancastrians, Yorkists & Henry VII, 1399-1509 — 2
hours 15 minutes (30%)
Coursework
Independently researched 3000-4000 word essay
(20%)
When will | be One internal assessment every term.
assessed? All your final History A-Level exams will take place at the end of Year 13.

What activities can |
expect to do in this
subject as part of
the learning and
assessment?

Essay Writing and Note taking

Evaluation and Analysis of sources and interpretations

Verbal presentations

Mini independent research projects (e.g. researching key characters in China’s communist
regime under Mao)

Will | need any special
/ different
equipment?

No

What careers and
university courses
does this link to?

A History related degree is useful for careers, including teaching, librarianship, banking and
commerce, the law, publishing, museums and art galleries and a wide variety of social work.

Is there anything else |
need to know?

No

Where would |
get any further
information from?

Edexcel History Website & Specification- Edexcel GCSE and GCE 2014



https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/History/2015/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/9781446914366-gce-2015-a-hist.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/History/2015/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/9781446914366-gce-2015-a-hist.pdf

AAQ Health & Social Care

Why study this
subject?

The AAQ Level 3 Extended Certificate qualification will give you the knowledge, understanding
and competency needed when considering entering employment in the health and social care
sector. You will gain grounding in the essential skills and broad fundamentals crucial to this area
of study, giving you the opportunity to build on these afterwards, or to enter into your first job
within this sector. This course is a level 3 qualification graded at graded at Pass, Merit,
Distinction equivalent to one A level. The course offers great flexibility and includes a broad
choice of optional units.

What topics/units
will I cover and learn
in this subject?

FO90: Principles of health and social care — Exam

FO91: Anatomy and physiology for health and social care — Exam
F092: Person-centred approach to care — NEA

F093: Supporting people with mental health conditions — NEA
FO95: Investigating public health — NEA

FO97: Supporting healthy nutrition and lifestyles — NEA

Entry Criteria

5 GCSE’s including English and Maths or Science- 4 or above
Merit or above in HSCare (if previously studied) benficial

Which exam board
and specification is
it?

Board: OCR — AAQ Level 3 Extended Certificate in HSC
Link: https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/697569-specification-cambridge-advanced-national-in-
health-and-social-care.pdf

How will | be Internally Externally

assessed? 4 Non-Examined Assessments: 2 Exam units — 1hr 30mins
F092: Person-centred approach to care FO90: Principles of health and social
FO93: Supporting people with mental health care
conditions FO91: Anatomy and physiology for
FO95: Investigating public health health and social care
FO97: Supporting healthy nutrition and lifestyles

When will | be Year 1

assessed? FO90: Principles of health and social care — Exam End of Yr 12

FO91: Anatomy and physiology for health and social care — Exam End of Yr 12
FO92: Person-centred approach to care — NEA during the course

Year 2

F093: Supporting people with mental health conditions — NEA during the course
FO95: Investigating public health — NEA during the course

FO97: Supporting healthy nutrition and lifestyle — NEA during the course

What activities can |
expect to do in this
subject as part of
the learning and
assessment?

Essay writing

Course work

Presentations

Summative and Formative Assessments

Will I need any special
/ different
equipment?

No — Access to textbook
Cambridge Advanced National (AAQ) in Health and Social Care Student Book
ISBN: 9781009817400

What careers and
university courses
does this link to?

There are so many different career choices in health and social care available to you as a result
such as nursing, paediatrics, midwifery, social work, teaching and similar careers, police service,
probation service, medicine, paramedics, health visiting, mental health, counselling and
psychotherapy.

Health and Social Care will offer careers in the Health Service, Social Work, Early Years, Youth
Work, Care Work or potentially within the Health Care Industry.



https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/697569-specification-cambridge-advanced-national-in-health-and-social-care.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/697569-specification-cambridge-advanced-national-in-health-and-social-care.pdf

Further study includes degrees related to Health Care, Social Work, Early Years and Youth Work.

Is there anything else |

need to know?

Skills needed include: Good organisational, communication, an interest in the Human body and
caring for others, IT and independent.

Where would |
get any further
information from?

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-advanced-nationals/health-and-social-care-
level-3-h025-h125/#extended-certificate

A Level Mathematics

Why study this
subject?

Mathematics and Further Mathematics are versatile qualifications, well-respected by employers
and are both “facilitating” subjects for entry to higher education. Careers for people with good
mathematics skills and qualifications are not only well paid, but they are also often interesting
and rewarding. People who have studied mathematics are in the fortunate position of having an
excellent choice of career. Whilst the number of young people studying A level Mathematics
and Further Mathematics is increasing there is still a huge demand from science, engineering
and manufacturing employers. The reason why so many employers highly value mathematics
qualifications is mathematics students become better at thinking logically and analytically.
Through solving problems, you develop resilience and can think creatively and strategically. The
writing of structured solutions, proof and justification of results help you to formulate reasoned
arguments. And importantly you will have excellent numeracy skills and the ability to process
and interpret data.

What topics/units
will I cover and learn
in this subject?

Statistics

® Topic 1 — Statistical sampling

® Topic 2 — Data presentation and
interpretation

® Topic 3 — Probability

® Topic 4 — Statistical distributions

® Topic 5 — Statistical hypothesis testing
Mechanics

® Topic 6 — Quantities and units in mechanics
® Topic 7 — Kinematics

® Topic 8 — Forces and Newton’s laws

® Topic 9 — Moments

Pure Mathematics 1

Pure Mathematics 2

® Topic 1 — Proof

® Topic 2 — Algebra and functions

e Topic 3 — Coordinate geometry in the (x, y)
plane

® Topic 4 — Sequences and series

® Topic 5 — Trigonometry

® Topic 6 — Exponentials and logarithms
® Topic 7 — Differentiation

® Topic 8 — Integration

® Topic 9 — Numerical methods

® Topic 10 — Vectors

Entry Criteria

Minimum grade 6 or above in GCSE Maths

Which exam board
and specification is
it?

Board: Edexcel
Link: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/mathematics-
2017.html

How will | be Internally Externally

assessed? Formative assessments — two per half | Paper 1 and Paper 2 — Pure Mathematics
term Paper 3 — Statistics and Mechanics
PPEs — Autumn term and Spring term

When will | be At the end of Yr13

assessed and how?

What activities can |
expect to do in this
subject as part of
the learning and
assessment?

Regular revision

Practicing past exam papers

The use of technology permeates the study of A Level Mathematics. Calculators used must
include the following features:

® an iterative function

e the ability to compute summary statistics and access probabilities from standard statistical
distributions.



https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-advanced-nationals/health-and-social-care-level-3-h025-h125/#extended-certificate
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-advanced-nationals/health-and-social-care-level-3-h025-h125/#extended-certificate
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/mathematics-2017.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/mathematics-2017.html

What careers and
university courses
does this link to?

A level Mathematics is a requirement for certain degree courses, such as Engineering, Physics,
Statistics, and often Economics.

There are jobs directly related to the subject could include Actuarial Analyst, Chartered
Accountant, Data Scientist, Investment Analyst, Teacher and Statistician. Careers where Maths
can be useful include Financial Manager, Insurance Underwriter, Meteorologist and Quantity
Surveyor.

Further
information?




A Level Further Mathematics

Why study this Studying A level Further Mathematics is excellent preparation for a degree in Mathematics. Many

subject? university maths departments encourage students to take Further Mathematics at A level as it
introduces a wider range of pure and applied content, such as matrices and complex numbers.
Students who have studied Further Mathematics often find the transition to university far more
straightforward.

What Core Pure Mathematics 1 and 2 Topic 6: Further vectors

topics/units will |
cover and learn
in this subject?

Topic 1: Proof

Topic 2: Complex numbers

Topic 3: Matrices

Topic 4: Further algebra and functions
Topic 5: Further calculus

Topic 7: Polar coordinates
Topic 8: Hyperbolic functions
Topic 9: Differential equations

Entry Criteria Minimum grade 8 or above in GCSE Maths. You must also do A Level Maths alongside this.
Which exam Board: Edexcel
board and Link:

specification is
it?

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Mathematics/2017/specification-
and-sample-assesment/a-level-I13-further-mathematics-specification.pdf

How will | be Internally Externally
assessed? Formative Paper 1: Core Pure Mathematics 1
assessments — Paper 2: Core Pure Mathematics 2
two per half term | Each paper is: 1 hour and 30 minutes written examination 25% of the
PPEs — Autumn qualification 75 marks
term and Spring | Further Mathematics Optional Papers
term Each paper is: Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes 25% of the
qualification 75 marks
Students take two options from the following eight:
Option 1 Papers Option 2 Papers
3A: Further Pure Mathematics 1 4A: Further Pure Mathematics 2 3B: Further
Statistics 1 4B: Further Statistics 2
3C: Further Mechanics 1 4C: Further Mechanics 2
3D: Decision Mathematics 1 4D: Decision Mathematics 2
There are restrictions on which papers can be taken together. Students choose
a pair of options, either:
¢ any two Option 1 papers, or
¢ a matching pair of Option 1 and Option 2 papers
When will | be At the end of Yr13
assessed?
Will I need any The use of technology permeates the study of A level Further mathematics. Calculators used must
special / different | include the following features:
equipment? ® an iterative function

e the ability to perform calculations with matrices up to at least order 3 x 3
e the ability to compute summary statistics and access probabilities from standard statistical
distributions

What careers and
university courses
does this link to?

You could progress to a related higher education course such as maths, business, accountancy,
science, computing, engineering or economics.

Further
information?

Edexcel Website
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Mathematics/2017/specification-
and-sample-assesment/a-level-I3-further-mathematics-specification.pdf



https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Mathematics/2017/specification-and-sample-assesment/a-level-l3-further-mathematics-specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Mathematics/2017/specification-and-sample-assesment/a-level-l3-further-mathematics-specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Mathematics/2017/specification-and-sample-assesment/a-level-l3-further-mathematics-specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Mathematics/2017/specification-and-sample-assesment/a-level-l3-further-mathematics-specification.pdf

AS Level Core Maths

Why study this
subject?

Core Maths is an umbrella term for a specific type of level 3 maths qualification that is defined
by the government’s technical guidance. These qualifications are equal in size to an AS level
gualification and are graded A-E. They have the same number of UCAS tariff points as an AS
level qualification.

Core Maths is relatively new, but entries are growing rapidly, with over 12,000 entries in
summer 2021. Core Maths is intended for students who have passed GCSE Mathematics at
grade 4 or better, but who have not chosen to study AS or A level Mathematics. It can be
studied in a single year or over a two-year period and can be taken alongside A levels or other
qualifications, including vocational courses.

Studying Core Maths helps students develop their quantitative and problem-solving skills. This is
valuable preparation for the quantitative skills they will need for many degree courses,
particularly subjects such as psychology, geography, business-related courses, sports and social
sciences, and natural science courses that do not require AS/A Mathematics.

What topics/units
will | cover and learn
in this subject?

All Core Maths qualifications include: Most Core Maths qualifications also include:
- interpreting solutions in the context of - percentage change
the problem - interpretation of graphs
- understanding sources of error and - financial maths
bias when problem-solving - using standard units
- working with data - Fermi estimation
- understanding risk and probability - the Normal distribution
- understanding variation in statistics - correlation, knowing it does not imply
- using exponential functions to model causation
growth and decay - making and evaluating assumptions
when modelling or problem solving

Entry Criteria

Our Mathematics in Context course is designed for you if you're aged 16+ and have achieved at
least a grade 4 in GCSE Mathematics, but you've chosen not to continue your maths studies at
AS or A level.

Which exam board
and specification is
it?

Board: Pearson Edexcel
Link: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-mathematics-in-
context/mathematics-in-context.html

How will | be Internally Externally
assessed? Formative assessments — two per half | Paper 1: Comprehension *Paper code: 7MC0/01 @
term Externally assessed 40% of the total qualification
PPEs — Autumn term and Spring term Paper 2: Applications *Paper code: 7MC0/02
® Externally assessed 60% of the total qualification
When will | be At the end of year 12
assessed?

What careers and
university courses
does this link to?

Our accessible and relevant qualification aims to motivate learners and really engage them in
the maths around them. It uses real-world, relevant content, and offers a fresh assessment
experience for learners with adult, context based problem-solving tasks.

A number of university courses, such as medicine and teaching, require applicants to take an
additional admissions test with some mathematical content. Studying Core Maths will help
students maintain their mathematical skills and help them with these tests.

Is there anything else |
need to know?

No

Where would |
get any further
information from?

Pearson Edexcel website

Link: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-mathematics-in-
context/mathematics-in-context.html



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/core-maths-qualifications-technical-guidance
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-mathematics-in-context/mathematics-in-context.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-mathematics-in-context/mathematics-in-context.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-mathematics-in-context/mathematics-in-context.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-mathematics-in-context/mathematics-in-context.html

A Level Physics

Why study this Physicists explore the fundamental nature of almost everything we know of. They probe the

subject? furthest reaches of the earth to study the smallest pieces of matter. Join them to enter a world
deep beneath the surface of normal human experience.

What topics/units AS and first year of A-level Second year of A-level

will | cover and learn
in this subject?

6) Further mechanics and thermal physics
7) Fields

1) Measurements and their errors
2) Particles and radiation

)
3) Waves 8) Nuclear physics
4) Mechanics and energy 9) One optional unit from the following:
5) Electricity Astrophysics/ Medical physics/ Engineering

physics/ Turning points in Physics/ Electronics

Entry Criteria 6 in Physics GCSE or 66 in double Science
6 in maths
Exam board and Board: AQA

specification? Link: https://www.aqga.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/physics-7407-7408
How will | be Internally Externally: 100%
assessed? Performance AS Exams

Paper 1: Topics 1- 5 (1 hour 30 minutes)

Paper 2: Topics 1 — 5 (1 hour 30 minutes)

A-level Exams:

Paper 1: Topics 1 — 5 & 6.1 Periodic motion (2 Hour Exam)

Paper 2: Topics 6.2 Thermal Physics, 7 & 8 (2 Hour Exam)

Paper 3: Compulsory Section A — Practical skills & data analysis and Section
B — one topic from 9-13 (2 Hour Exam)

Summer exam series 2025 and 2026

during practicals
will be assessed.

What activities can |
expect to do in this
subject as part of
the learning and
assessment?

Physics, like all sciences, is a practical subject. Throughout the course you will carry out practical
activities including:

- investigating interference and diffraction of laser light

- measuring acceleration due to gravity

- investigating systems that oscillate

- investigation of the links between temperature, volume and pressure

- safe use of ionising radiation

- investigating magnetic fields.
These practicals will give you the skills and confidence needed to investigate the way things
behave and work. It will also ensure that if you choose to study a Physics-based subject at
university, you’ll have the practical skills needed to carry out successful experiments in your
degree.

What careers and
university courses
does this link to?

According to bestcoursedme.com, the top seven degree courses taken by students who have an
A-level in Physics are Mathematics, Physics, Mechanical Engineering, Computer Science, Civil
Engineering, Economics, Business.

Studying A-level Physics offers an infinite number of amazing career opportunities including:
Geophysicist/field seismologist, Healthcare scientist, medical physics, Higher education lecturer,
Radiation protection practitioner, Research scientist (physical sciences), Scientific laboratory
technician, Secondary school teacher, Meteorologist, Structural engineer, Acoustic engineer,
Product/process development scientist ¢ Systems developer, Technical author.

You can also move into engineering, astrophysics, chemical physics, nanotechnology, renewable
energy and more, the opportunities are endless.

Further
information?



https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/physics-7407-7408

A Level Psychology

Why study this Studying A Level Psychology offers students a comprehensive understanding of human
subject? behaviour and the mind. It equips them with critical thinking and research skills. By delving
into topics like memory, social influence, and abnormal psychology, students gain a profound
understanding of themselves and others, laying the foundation for diverse career paths in
psychology, counselling, and beyond.
What topics/units Year 1 Year 2
will | cover and learn - Social influence - Issues and debates in psychology
in this subject? - Memory - Biopsychology
- Attachment - Research methods
- Approaches in Psychology - Schizophrenia
(including Biopsychology) - Gender
- Psychopathology - Addiction
- Research methods

Entry Criteria

6 in biology GCSE or 66 in science

Which exam board
and specification is
it?

Board: AQA

Link: https://www.aqga.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182

How will | be Internally Externally
assessed? Summative and Formative | 100%
Assessments Year 1 AS
Paper 1 Introductory topics in psychology (1.5 hours)
AS Examinations Paper 2 Psychology in context (1.5 hours)
Year 2 A level
Paper 1 Introductory topics in psychology (2 hours)
Paper 2 Psychology in context (2 hours)
Paper 3 Issues and options (2 hours)
When will | be Summer exam series 2025 and 2026
assessed?

What activities can |
expect to do in this
subject as part of
the learning and
assessment?

Essay writing
Presentations

Evaluation and Analysis of sources and interpretations

Written assessments

What careers and
university courses
does this link to?

Clinical Psychologist, Counsellor, Educational Psychologist, Forensic Psychologist, Human
Resources Specialist, Market Research Analyst, Social Worker, Neuropsychologist

Where would |
get any further
information from?




A Level Religious Studies

Why study this
subject?

Religious studies is a thought-provoking subject and our contemporary themes will help you
inspire engaging classroom discussion. RS can be an excellent preparation for the world of
university or employment, but it is also more than that; it has the potential to prepare you for
life itself. The questions surrounding ethics and how to decide whether an action is morally
good or bad can help you in your academic, professional, and personal life. Religious Studies

will give you a deeper level of knowledge and understanding on belief systems, culture, society,

and identity. You will gain skills such as evaluation techniques, analytical and critical thinking
skills can benefit you in careers such as law, media, social work, medicine, education,
government, and politics.

What topics/units
will | cover and learn
in this subject?

Year 1 Year 2

Sources of wisdom and authority
God/gods/ultimate reality

Self, death and the afterlife

Good conduct and key moral principles
Expression of religious identity
Religion, gender and sexuality

Religion and science

Religion and secularisation

Religion and religious pluralism.

Arguments for the existence of God
Evil and suffering

Religious experience

Religious language

Miracles

Self and life after death

Entry Criteria

5 in English (RS Advisable)

Which exam board
and specification is
it?

Board: AQA

Link: https://filestore.aqga.org.uk/resources/rs/specifications/AQA-7062-5P-2016.PDF

How will | be Internally Externally

assessed? Summative and Formative Assessments | 2 Written Exams, worth 50% each
AS Examinations

When will | be Summer exam series in 2026

assessed?

What activities can |
expect to do in this
subject as part of
the learning and
assessment?

Essay writing

Presentations

Evaluation and Analysis of sources and interpretations
Written assessments

Will I need any special
/ different
equipment?

No

What careers and
university courses
does this link to?

Advice worker; Archivist Charity fundraiser; Charity officer; Civil Service administrator
Community development worker; Editorial assistant; Equality, diversity and inclusion officer
Mediator Newspaper journalist; Policy officer; Solicitor Youth worker.

Is there anything else |
need to know?

No

Where would |
get any further
information from?




A Level Sociology

Why study this Sociology seeks to examine human values and culture and help students to understand

subject? relationships and social interactions. Studying A level Sociology will help students develop
social and political awareness, critical analytical skills, and an appreciation for diversity in
contemporary society. Students will examine social behaviours from a variety of perspectives
and help to find solutions for a variety of issues.

What topics/units Year 1 Year 2

will | cover and learn
in this subject?

Families and Household
Education with links to research
Research methods in context

Beliefs in society
Crime and deviance
Theories and methods

Entry Criteria

5 GCSE passes

Which exam board
and specification is
it?

Board: AQA

Link: https://www.aqga.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a-level/sociology-7191-7192/subject-
content-a-level/topics-in-sociology

How will | be
assessed?

Internally Externally

100%

Year 1 AS

Paper 1 Education with methods in context (1.5
hours) written exam

Summative and Formative Assessments

Year 2 A level

Paper 1 Education theories in Methods (2 hours)
Paper 2 Topic in Sociology (2 hours)

Paper 3 Crime and deviance (2 hours)

When will | be
assessed?

June exams

What activities can |
expect to do in this
subject as part of
the learning and
assessment?

Essay writing

Presentations

Analysis and Evaluation of arguments and perspectives
Written assessments

Will I need any special
/ different
equipment?

Required textbooks
AQA A level Sociology book one including AS level.
AQA A level Sociology book two

What careers and
university courses
does this link to?

A level sociology can help you find work in a variety of exciting roles such as social research,
Community development officer, probation officer, policy officer. It also sets the foundation for
undergraduate degree in social sciences including criminology, psychology, human geography,
Political studies, Sociology, Social Work.

Is there anything else |
need to know?

No

Where would |
get any further
information from?

There is a lot of information and resources available online or you can speak to your tutor for
more information.



https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a-level/sociology-7191-7192/subject-content-a-level/topics-in-sociology
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a-level/sociology-7191-7192/subject-content-a-level/topics-in-sociology

A Level Spanish

Why study
this subject?

Spanish is the world's second most spoken language, by studying Spanish A level pupils take a deeper

dive into breaking down communication barriers. Therefore, this allows them to develop their
productive and receptive
skills. Spanish A Level gives pupils the possibility of a versatile degree along with giving them more job
prospects.

What
topics/units
will | cover
and learnin
this subject?

Year 1 focuses on the following aspects of the
Hispanic speaking world;

Modern and traditional values (Los
valores tradicionales y modernos)
Cyberspace (El ciberespacio)

Equal rights (La igualdad de los sexos)
Modern day idols (La influencia de los
idolos)

Spanish regional identity (La identidad
regional en Espafia)

Cultural heritage (El patrimonio cultural)

Year 2:
[ ]
[ ]

Immigration (La inmigracion)

Racism (El racismo)

Integration (La convivencia)

Today’s youth, tomorrow’s citizens
(Jovenes de hoy, ciudadanos del mafiana)
Monarchies and dictatorships
(Monarquias y dictaduras)

Popular movements (Movimientos
populares)

Entry Criteria | Minimum GCSE grade 6 in Spanish
Which Board: AQA
exam
board and Link: https://www.aqga.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/spanish-7691/general-
specificati administration#:~:text=There%20are%20n0%20previous%20learning, GCSE%20Spanish%20course%20
onisit? or%20equivalent.
How will | be | Year 1: Year 2:
assessed? - Listening, reading and written exam: 1 - Listening, reading and written exam: 2 hours
hour 45 minutes 30 minutes
- 90 marks - 100 marks
- 45% of AS - 50% of A-level
- Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes - Written exam: 2 hours
- 50 marks - 80 marks in total
- 25%of AS - 20% of A-level
- Speaking exam: 12—14 minutes - Speaking exam: 21-23 minutes (including 5
- 60 marks / 30% of AS minutes preparation time)
- - 60 marks in total / 30% of A-level
When will | be| June 2025/ June 2026
assessed?
What Pupils are expected to study either a text or a film: - Gabriel Garcia Marquez El coronel no tiene
activities Texts: quien le escriba
can | expect - Federico Garcia Lorca La casa de Bernarda
to doin this Alba Films:
subject as - Gabriel Garcia Marquez Cronica de una — El laberinto del fauno Guillermo del Toro
part of the muerte anunciada (2006)
learning - Laura Esquivel Como agua para chocolate —  Ocho apellidos vascos Emilio Martinez-
and - Ramon J. Sender Réquiem por un Lazaro (2014)
assessment campesino espafiol — Marfa, llena eres de gracia Joshua Marston
? - Carlos Ruiz Zafén La sombra del viento

Isabel Allende La casa de los espiritus
Gustavo Adolfo Bécquer Rimas

(2004)
Volver Pedro Almoddvar (2006)
Abel Diego Luna (2010)



https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/spanish-7691/general-administration#:~:text=There%20are%20no%20previous%20learning,GCSE%20Spanish%20course%20or%20equivalent
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/spanish-7691/general-administration#:~:text=There%20are%20no%20previous%20learning,GCSE%20Spanish%20course%20or%20equivalent
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/spanish-7691/general-administration#:~:text=There%20are%20no%20previous%20learning,GCSE%20Spanish%20course%20or%20equivalent

- Fernando Fernan-Gémez Las bicicletas — Las 13 rosas Emilio Martinez-Lazaro (2007)
son para el verano

- Luis de Castresana El otro arbol de
Guernica

Will I need
any special /
different
equipment?

Pupils are encouraged to have a copy of the book chosen and A Level AQA Spanish revision guide.

What careers
and university
courses does
this link to?

Having a Spanish, A Level will open doors for you not only at university but for future employment. You
can work in any different sectors such as; government, interpreter, translator, Law, Journalism,
Psychology, Business, Economics even Medicine and Dentistry.

Is there
anything else
| need to
know?

A lot you would have covered in GCSE however, we are taking a deeper analytical approach to the
topics. In A Level you do not just focus on the Spanish from Spain, you will be taking a deeper dive in to
the whole Hispanic speaking world.

Where
would |
get any
further
informati
on from?

AQA website




CTEC in Sport & Physical Education

Why study this The Level 3 Cambridge Technical in Sport and Physical Activity qualifications help your students to
subject? achieve their potential and progress to the next stage of their lives, whether that’s higher
education, an apprenticeship or employment.
It has been designed with refreshing and exciting content that’s up to date, engaging, fit for
purpose and suitable for the needs of students. To do this, OCR consulted with universities,
employers and industry specialists to make sure your students will gain the right combination of
knowledge, understanding and skills required for the 21st century.
Dependent on the size chosen the qualifications either complement a Key Stage 5 study
programme alongside other specific vocational qualifications or A Levels, or may make up the
bulk of a two-year study programme.
What topics/units CTEC Diploma — Sports Coaching — 720GLH (2 A-level Equiv.)
will | cover and ) o
learn in this UNIT 1: Body Systems and the Effects of Physical Activity
subject? UNIT 2: Sports Coaching and Activity Leadership
UNIT 3: Sports Organisation and Development
UNIT 4: Working Safely in Sport, Exercise, Health and Leisure
UNIT 5: Performance Analysis in Sport and Exercise
UNIT 8: Organisation of Sports Events
UNIT 11: Physical Activity for Specific Groups
UNIT 13: Health and Fitness Testing for Sport and Exercise
UNIT 17: Sports Injuries and Rehabilitation
UNIT 18: Practical Skills in Sport and Physical Activities
UNIT 19: Sport and Exercise Psychology
Entry Criteria 5 GCSE’s including English and Maths or Science- 4 or above
You should be able to demonstrate an interest and enthusiasm for sport. Completion of GCSE PE/
VCERT Fitness and Heath or AAQ Level 2 Sport in school is beneficial. Experience of engaging in
sport as a performer and/or coach is also expected.
Which exam Exam Board: OCR
board and Link: https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/461734-sports-qualifications-summary-brochure.pdf
specification is it?
How will | be Internally Externally
assessed? UNIT 2: Sports Coaching and Activity Leadership UNIT 1: Body Systems and the Effects
UNIT 5: Performance Analysis in Sport and Exercise of Physical Activity
UNIT 8: Organ.lsatlon .01.‘ Sports Eve.n.ts UNIT 3: Sports Organisation and
UNIT 11: Physical Activity for Specific Groups
Development
UNIT 13: Health and Fitness Testing for Sport and
Exercise UNIT 4: Working Safely in Sport,
UNIT 17: Sports Injuries and Rehabilitation Exercise, Health and Leisure
UNIT 18: Practical Skills in Sport and Physical Activities
UNIT 19: Sport and Exercise Psychology
When will | be Unit 1 & 3: Will contain short- and long-answer questions that will assess learners’” understanding
assessed? of the topics as well as application within a Sport & PE setting. These external exams will take

place in June of Year 12
Unit 4: Similar to Unit 1&2 exams, however this exam will take place in January of Year 13

Units 2,5,8,11,13,17,18 and 19 will be in the form of continuous written/ presentation/ recorded/
witnessed assessments during Year 12 & 13 with assignments to be completed within set
timelines. Unit 2 will start in Year 12 due to its size and importance; others will happen through
Year 12 and Year 13.



https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/461734-sports-qualifications-summary-brochure.pdf

What activities can
| expectto doin

this subject as part
of the learning and

Cambridge Technicals are demanding, as you would expect of the most respected applied
learning qualification in the UK. You will have to complete a range of units, be organised, take
some assessments that we will set and mark, and keep a portfolio of your assignments.

assessment?

Will I need any You will need Sportswear for the practical elements of the course. It will be useful to have a
special / different computer to help with your written assignment's, and have access to MS Teams
equipment? o Textbook- Cambridge Technicals Level 3 Sport and Physical Activity- ISBN:

9781471874857

What careers and
university courses
does this link to?

Upon completion of the Level 3 Sports qualification, a few career pathways and progression
routes could include:

Sports coaching and sports science, for example nutritionist, sport psychology, sports therapy and
injury management in sport performance, exercise and fitness.

Leisure management, for example lifesaving, facilities management/maintenance, health and
safety, customer service, marketing and promotion, finance, management activities.

Is there anything
else | need to know?

Your understanding will be assessed through a mix of exams, set tasks and assignments set by
your teacher. Exam timetables vary, but usually exams are set in January and May/June. Your
teacher may set assignments for you at any time in the year.

This qualification is designed to support progression to higher education when taken as part of a
programme of study that includes other appropriate AAQ Nationals or A Levels.

But you can feel proud to achieve a CTEC because, whatever your plans in life — whether you
decide to study further, go on to work or an apprenticeship, or set up your own business — your
CTEC will be your passport to success in the next stage of your life. We hope you enjoy our
course.

Where would |
get any further
information
from?

Check these websites for more information
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-technicals/sport-and-physical-activity/#level-3



https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-technicals/sport-and-physical-activity/#level-3

BTEC Sport

Why study this BTEC Level 3 Nationals Extended Certificate is a vocational qualification providing specialist,

subject? work-related learning across a range of sectors. They have been developed in consultation
with employers, universities and professional bodies and all have employability firmly at
their heart. A BTEC in L3 Sport will give our students the skills and confidence they need to
progress into a fulfilling, exciting career.
The sport and fitness industry are always moving and changing, making it essential for
learners to have the drive and resilience to adapt.
At all stages of their academic career, the practical base of a BTEC in Sport will help our
learners excel as team players, coaches and leaders of the future

What topics/units UNIT 1: Anatomy and Physiology

will I cover and , . . :

L UNIT 2: Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Well-being

learn in this

subject? UNIT 3: Professional Development in the Sports Industry
UNIT7: Practical Sports Performance

Entry Criteria 5 in English and 4 in Maths
You should be able to demonstrate an interest and enthusiasm for sport. Completion of
GCSE PE/ VCERT Fitness and Heath or BTEC Level 2 Sport in school is beneficial. Experience
of engaging in sport as a performer, coach or official is also preferable.

Which exam Exam Board: PEARSON

board and

specification is
it?

Link: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/sport-2016.html

How will | be
assessed?

Internally Externally

UNIT 3: Professional Development in
the Sports Industry

UNIT 1: Anatomy and Physiology

UNIT 2: Fitness Training and Programming for

UNIT 7: Practical Sports Performance Health, Sport and Well-being

When will | be
assessed?

Unit 1: Anatomy and Physiology will contain short- and long-answer questions that will
assess learners’ understanding of anatomy and physiology and how the different systems of
the body can affect sports performance. This external exam will take place in June of Year 12

Unit 2: Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Wellbeing, learners will
interpret lifestyle factors and health screening data to create and justify a fitness training
programme based on these interpretations. The task will require learners to develop and
justify a training programme that meets the needs of a specific client. These external exams
will take place in June of Year 12 and January of Year 13

Units 3 and 7 will be in form of continuous written assessment with practical assignment to
be completed within set timelines.

What activities
can | expect to do
in this subject as
part of the
learning and
assessment?

Today’s BTEC Nationals are demanding, as you would expect of the most respected applied
learning qualification in the UK. You will have to complete a range of units, be organised,
take some assessments that we will set and mark, and keep a portfolio of your assignments.



https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/sport-2016.html

Will | need any
special / different
equipment?

You will need Sportswear for the practical elements of the course. It will be useful to have a
computer to help with your written assignment's.

e BTEC Nationals Sport Student Book 1

e Revise BTEC National Sport Units 1 and 2 Revision Guide

What careers and
university courses
does this link to?

Upon completion of the Level 3 Sports qualification, a few career pathways and progression
routes could include:

Sports coaching and sports science, for example nutritionist, sport psychology, sports
therapy and injury management in sport performance, exercise and fitness.

Leisure management, for example lifesaving, facilities management/maintenance, health
and safety, customer service, marketing and promotion, finance, management activities.

Is there anything
else | need to
know?

Your understanding will be assessed through a mix of exams, set tasks and assignments set
by your teacher. Exam timetables vary, but usually exams are set in January and May/June.
Your teacher may set assignments for you at any time in the year.

This qualification is designed to support progression to higher education when taken as part
of a programme of study that includes other appropriate BTEC Nationals or A Levels.

But you can feel proud to achieve a BTEC because, whatever your plans in life — whether you
decide to study further, go on to work or an apprenticeship, or set up your own business —
your BTEC National will be your passport to success in the next stage of your life. We hope
you enjoy our course.

Where would |
get any further
information
from?

Check these websites for more information
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/sport-2016.html

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-
Nationals/Sport/20161/specification-and-sample-assessments/btec-13-national-ext-cert-in-
sport-spec.pdf



https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/sport-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Sport/20161/specification-and-sample-assessments/btec-l3-national-ext-cert-in-sport-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Sport/20161/specification-and-sample-assessments/btec-l3-national-ext-cert-in-sport-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Sport/20161/specification-and-sample-assessments/btec-l3-national-ext-cert-in-sport-spec.pdf

